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Editorial

The Biannual journal of Srividyasadhanapitha, Varanasi, entitled "Srividya" is now
appearing in a new form with its new nomenclature, "Srividyamantramahayoga”. Its
biannual character will be maintained as before. The first issue of 'Srividyamangramahatoga'
has its focus on a few important aspects of Sakti sadhana or sakti spiritual practice. In fact,
Sakti spiritual practice pervades all the spiritual pratices. Mahamahopadhyaya Pt. Gopinatha
Kaviraja holds a clear view in this respect in his article entitled "Saktisadhana" published in
the sakti anka of 'Kalyana'. He says, "what goes by the name of spiritual practice is the
worship of sakti, for whatever remains as an ideal in one's inner vision, one cannot be able to
render it into self-realization without having that ideal perfected through accumulating his
powers by eliminating his weaknesses and shortcomings. All perfections/atainments
(siddhis) are relatively linked with one's own power. Therefore, whatever siddhi is the
objective of the sadhaka that cannot be attained without constant cultivation of the power of
the sclf.” Kavirajaji has stated very clearly that the worship of any God such as Siva, Visnu,
Ganesa, Surya or any other deity is basically the worship of Sakti. Hence all the ways of
worship or spiritual practice of the traditions like Vaisnavas and so on, is included in Sakti
Sadhana. Besides, Sakti sadhana may take place directly.

With this view a few articles including those of Mahamahopadhyaya Pt. Gopinatha
Kaviraja, Anantsrivibhusita Sri Karpatriji Maharaja and revered Guru Sri
Dattatreyanandanatha, although previously published, have been included in this issue so
that their thoughts are easily made available to contemporary readers and sadhakas. MM.
Kavirajaji delves deep into the mystic meanings of the decent of the Sakti 1n his article
"Saktipatarahasya". He emphasizes that the decent of Sakti cannot take place without the
erace of the Lord and without the decent of Sakt, the entry into plenitudinous state i.e.
purnatava cannot take place. Swami Karpatriji presents the details of Saktipithas along with
its sccret mystic meanings taking recourse to the Puranic myth of Sati. Revered Guru Sri
Dattatreyanandanatha has dealt with the meaning of Agama in his Sanskrit article
"Traipurasiddhantadigdarsanam”. According to him one of the meanings of Agama is
Sastra. All the sastras are in the form of sabda or words. for all the wordly transactions and
the ultimate tattvajnana is attained through the Sastras. All the Sastras are in the form of fifty
letters ( Varnas) and they are of the nature of Supreme Power (Para Sakti). Sabdas are againin
the form of hamsoccara. The revered Guru has revealed the meaning of hamsoccara and
established its nature as Jnana. This Jnana cannot be attained without sadhana of Sakti and
the locus of Jnana is matrka. Hence Agama is in the form of power of the fifty-lettered



matrka. This philosophy has been firmly and supremely established in traipurasiddhanta and
therefore, he has revealed the secrets of traipurasiddhanta in his article.

Besides these pre-published articles a few new articles of Prof. Ramakant Angiras,
Dr. Rajendra Ranjan Chaturvedi, Dr. Shraddha Singh, (Late) Dr. Kishor Nath Jha and Dr.
Shyam Sunder Shukla have also been included in this issue. Dr. Shraddha Singh in her article
has dealt with the significance of Tantric puja, especially the ultimate form of the worshipi.e.
parapuja. Late Dr. Kishor Nath Jha in his elaborate article discusses Dasamahavidyas and the
smart tantra tradition. Dr. Kishor Nath Jha substantiates his detailed account with the
copious references to the Sastras. Prof. Ramakant Angiras and Dr. Rajendra Ranjan
Chaturvedi deal with the beauty and the divine nature of sakta upasana in general, and
Srividya upasana, in particular.

Inentire Indian spritual practice, Guru occupies a pivotal place. The position of guru
has been reflected in medival literature also, particularly in medival Hindi literature. Dr.
Shyam Sunder Shukla has described elaborately the views of the medieval saints available in
their works of poetry.

Thus, present issue offers some important material on different dimensions of Sakti
sadhana. Itis hoped that this material will be useful for the sadhakas.
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