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Introduction to Nityasodasikarnava

Dr. Mythili Seetharaman

Different levels of Competencies

The idea that the whole world must follow one path is regarded by
Hindus as absurd, being contrary to nature and its laws. A man must follow
that path for which he is fit, (i.e.) for which he is Adhikari. Adhikari or
competency literally means “Spreading over”, that is, taking possession of.
What is to be known (jiiatavya), done (Kartavya), acquired (Praptavya)
are determined not once and generally for all, but in each case by the fitness
and the capacity of the individual. Each man can know, do and obtain not
everything, not indeed one common thing, but only that, of which he is
capable (Adhikari )What the Jiva thinks, does or obtains, is his competency
or Adhikara , a profound and practical doctrine on which all Indian
teaching and sddhana is based. As men are different and therefore the
Adhikara is different, so there are different forms of teaching and practice
for each Adhikara. Such teachings may be srauta or asrauta. Of the two,
it is the head of all Vidyas the Lord ISana and that these differing forms are
meant for differing competencies though, all have one and the same object
and aim. This has been well and concisely worked out by Bhaskar Ray (BR)
in his Bhashya on Nityasodasikarpava (NS) , which is, according to him, a
portion of the Vamakesvara tantra.

So everyone can rise to the higher level and one should not criticize the
lower level people and their dharma.

In this world, all long for happiness which is the sole aim of man. This
happiness is of two kinds, namely that which is produced and transient
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(Krtrima), and that which is unproduced and enduring (Akrtrima). They
are called as Desire (Kama) and Liberation (Moksa) respectively. Dharma
procures happiness of both kinds and then Artha helps the attainment of
Dharma. There are thus, four purusarthas which though, as between
themselves, different are yet intimately connected one with the other.

The Kalpasutra says that self knowledge is the aim and end of man.
This can be attained by jiiana and Vijiiana. Due to different Karma
samskara, they have different kinds of mind. The very merciful Bhagavan
Paramesvara desirous of aiding men, whose mind and disposition differ
according to the results produced by their different acts, promulgated
different kinds of Vidya which, though appearing to be different as between
themselves yet have, their common aim, the highest end of all human life’s,
that is, Liberation. I$ana

Sruti also says “Of all vidyas, Lord is I$vara ,”

“I who desire liberation, seek refuge in that Deva who creates Brahma
who again reveals the Vedas and all other learning.

The Vedas, Puranas, 18 kinds of smrti are authored by Siva himself.
The Upanisads and the Uttaramimamsa are helpful for this purpose and
therefore, should be studied. Understanding the meaning of $astra, the word
of guru and certainty of the unity of the individual self, and Atman are
powerful tools to dispel inward darkness, but not the mere knowledge of the
world. It has been stated that “neither indifferent nor attached, for such one,
Bhakti yoga grants achievement.

Therefore when the sabda bhiimika is attained, one should not waste
further time at this stage and there are texts which prohibit this. Between the
second and third of the seven stages, there is a great stage Bhakti.
Bhaktimimamsa (ndrada sutrd, santsujatiya) is helpful and should be
studied. This leads to aparoksa anubhava, jtvanmukti, videha kaivalya
gradually
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Smrti also states that the omniscient poet, carrier of the Trident, is the
first promulgator of these 18 Vidyas which take differing paths. It follows
that these 18 Vidyas that are all authoritative, though each is applicable for
differing classes of competency (adhikaribhedena). This has been clearly
stated in S#tasarhita and similar works.

The nastika, unbeliever in Vedas has adhikara in dar$anas such as
Arhata and the like. Men of the first three classes have adhikara in the
path of Veda. Similarly the adhikara of an individual varies according to
the purity of his citta due to varna bheda or asramabheda, as the
injunctions relating to dharma varies. Such texts praise any particular
vidyad, addressed to those who are Adhikari therein. Their object is to induce
them to follow it. Such texts again do not disparage any vidya, addressed to
those who are not Adhikari therein, and their object is to dissuade them from
it. So these words of blame or praise should not be taken in the absolute
sense. In other words, the different prescriptions of vidyds to different
people are meant to suit their competency levels and not to undermine their
status.

“Felg I %@1 1” — From Knowledge alone,comes Libeation. The
word jiiana signifies something other and higher than Anubhava. In Nyaya
and other Sastras, it is stated that moksa will be attained by mastery in
such particular sastras,. But that is merely a device by whichﬁknowlegl\g(e\ of
the higl\lcir stage\is\disclosed. There are texts which say “&HUME g TRNG:”
and “GHAY JUId odd &¥: 1” “By Deed alone is acheivement”, “It is
attainable by him who is selected”. The word eva refers to the bhiamika
which precludes one to take up sadhana without passing through the
qualifying stages which is spoken of and prohibits sadhana for the
attainment of fruit which can only be gained by mastery of, or competancy
in adhikara, the next higher bhitmika. The words do not deny that there is a
higher stage. The word alone in “jianatheva’ indicates, however, that there
is a stage of sadhana subsequent to that which is spoken of here. Thus there
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is no conflict between the rsis who are the teachers of different vidyas. Each
one of these bhiimikds has many sub-divisions which cannot be altogether
seperated by experience (anubhava). So it has been said: “Oh! Raghava, 1
have spoken to thee of the seven states (4vastha) of ignorance (ajfiana).
Each one consists of hundred bhiimikas. Each is achieved by sadhana
through many births. When a man by great effort prolonged through
countless lives, and through a gradual process gains a full comprehension of
the bhiimika in which he has certain knowledge of the sabdatatva of para
brahman. He ceases to have any great attachment to or aversion for samsara
and this is a form of excellent citta suddhi. Such a one is qualified for the
path of devotion(Bhakti)”. For it has been said:

“Neither indifferent(nirvinna) nor attached, for such a person bhakti
yoga grants achievement (siddhida)”.

Historical Background of Nityasodasikarnava (NS)

NS is a part of VT. The importance of VT is shown by the fact that
Bhaskar Ray (BR) claims for it the position of the independent 65" tantra
which is mentioned in the 31% verse of the anandalahari. In the
introduction of Setubandha, Bhaskar Ray (BR) talks about the need for
this commentary. He refutes the point that Nityasodasikarnava (NS)
contains 5 patalas. In his view the text contains 2 Catussatis. The first is
called Purvacatussati and the second is called Uttaracatussati. In all, it
consists of 800 verses.

In his view NS is very deep like the hood of a serpent and man can
never touch this subject. The Author says: “even then I follow the path of
my previous Gurus and with strong devotion to the gurus, I take up this
work” Those who wish to cross the ocean of Nityasodasikarpava (NS) must
study this Setubandha  which consists of 8 wvisramas .The contents
discussed in the eight visramas are as follows.
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First visrama:

Devi enquires the Lord about the Nityasodasikarpava (NS) and the
sixteen Tithi Nityds. In reply to this Lord ¢ivd explains that Sakti, which is
not different from ¢ivd is called the Mahdnityd, who is Tripurasundaré
herself.All other Sakti's are called Nityds only. All these Tithi Nityds are
explined in terms of their guéas and are classified into five groups. The
paica bhiitas are dkiica, véiyu, vahni, salila and pdthvi. Akéiica has one guna
cabda, vdyu has two gunas ¢abda and sparc¢a. vahni, has three gunas ¢abda,
spar¢a and riipa.  salila has four gunas, ¢abda, sparc¢a, riipa, and rasa.
Finally pdthvi has all the five gunas ¢abda , sparca, riipa, rasa and gandha.
From darga in ¢ukla paksa and from pratipad in kdnéa paksa, there all
totally fifteen Nityds. The ddyd Nityd is Mahdtripurasundaré.

ﬁwfwgﬁmwtn%ﬁwmml
ARRSTHIR: Qs ieREd: |
TR g e EE:

All the nine Cakrdas are briefly discussed and the method of drawing it
is described.The origin of the Miilavidya, paficadasaksari is also
described here. The supremacy of Kadi vidya is stressed here. Various
other  aspects discussed here are greatness of Sricakra
vasinyadivagdevatamantrah trailokyamohanadicaktreSvarimantrah
miilavidyoddharah, cakrapiijopadesah. The ingredients needed in the
beginning of worship are, samanyarghyavidhih and sagunadhyanam.
The deities to be worshipped in the caturasra, prathamarekha,
caturasradvitiyarekha, sodasa dala, asta dala, caturdasaracakra,
bahirdasaracakra, antardasaracakra, astasra and ayudhapiija in the
middle of astakona and trikona. Mudraviracanam,
kamakaladhyanam and visarjanam are discussed in 204 slokas.
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Second visrama:

The $rividya sadhana consists of four parts. They are Sricakra,
karasuddhi nyasa , pradhanabijatrayi, tatsamastiriipa miilavidya.
Under the sitksmariipa upasana the cakra sadhana, bija sadhana and
mantrasadhana are very important. This is dealt with here in the
context of purascarana. The Sadkarmaprayogah namely Vasya
akarsana Raksa Santi and Maranadi are dealt with in detail, and is
explained later in this work. There are forty sadhandas which are
given in eighty one slokas of this part.

Third visrama:

This vigramd deals with the ten types of mudrd namely, Trikhaéoa
mudrd, Sarvasaiknobhakéri€é mudrd, Sarvavidriviéé mudrd Sarvikargingé,
sarvavagankaré, Sarvonmadiné mudra, Sarvamahaikucamudra,
Sarvakhecarémudri, Sarvabéjamudrid and Yonimudra. All these Mudrés are
explained with the method of doing it precisely and their greatness is
established very well.

Fourth visrama:

Having described the nature of gestures in 28 verses in the third
chapter, now the greatness of the incantation is explained. Devi asks the
Lord about the accomplishment of the incantations of the Great Goddess,
about each letter individually, their knowledge, influence , pervasion, place
to be concentrated and their absorption within the divine force on the
physical and subtle body.

In reply to this question, the lord explains about the superior knowledge
by knowing which the individual will not be drawn into the ocean of the
cycle of birth and death. Goddess Tripura is the primordial power .This
power generates the three worlds divided into physical and subtle. It
sustains the three world till delusion. This power is known by many names
such as Parabhattarika, Tripurasundari, adya sakti and Tripura.
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The result of the power of incantation is also dealt with in detail. The
aspirant who performs this ritual becomes the vanquisher of the tricks of
argument of the group of great scholars. His power and genius cannot be
countered. He becomes an expert of the essence of fine logic, grammar,
mimamsa, figures of sound and sense in rhetories. Speech cascades from
his mouth similar to a row of waves of the ocean hit by wind and becomes
an expert poet composing Gadya, Padya, Drsya and Campii works with
close knit delicate words with flashes of fine euphony ,meters and figures of
speech.The group of great scholars are compared to elephants guarding the
quarters and their pride is quelled by this particular aspirant.The face
becomes fresh with lusture. Then the kamya prayoga is described for
achieving the desired objects. Tripurabhivyaktiprakara is dealt with in
detail which is explained later in this work. Even the Lord becomes a corpse
devoid of this power.

This is also stated in Devi bhagavata9 .

In the end of the chapter after explaining the greatness of the Vidya,
the Lord says, even I propitiate her thrice daily.10

FAISWAE S RSy gad |
ST PErTRaEIEaedcagied |l lisk. no.79 ns

This can be considered as the most important visrama because it
explains the philosophical aspect of the Tantra.
Fifth visrama:

This chapter explains in detail about the Japamala used to chant the
incantations, purascarana done for nine lakh times and the methods of
doing oblation and the ingredients used. The different types of the kunda
are also discussed in detail. This chapter consists of 44 verses. Purascarana

is a form of sadhana which consists of repeating a particular mantra for a
large number of times. The ritual deals with the time and place of
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performance, the measurements and decoration of the mandapa, or pandal,
and of the altar and similar matters. There are certain rules as to the
partaking of food both before and during its performance.

The latent association regarding the worship of the deity is mentioned.
The aspirant worships the goddess in the form of consciousness with the
flowers in the form of Ego of the universe. The deity is present in the
Tantrik design of sense organs of action,in order to accomplish all ends.
The sense organ of knowledge and action are grouped around the Tantrik
design, due to coherence. It implies that the Tantrik design of power —
Sakti and the goddess para bhattarika, Lalita Tripurasundari in the
form of pure consciousness,who ought to be conceived in the form of
knowledge without any target or object to be worshipped for accomplishing
all occult powers and for obtaining the true nature of the soul as viewed in
all beings of the universe and through that, for the accomplishment of all the
benefits of the ritual related to material existence. These acts of worship are
in the form of the Ego of the goddess in relation to the universe. In the
universe, made up of 36 essential factors, the aspirant acquires the attitude of
identity with Brahman, with the ego residing in all those principles due to
his concentration. This attitude should also occur in a stream of
consciousness constantly. This is the attitude of envisaging oneself with
pard. The aspirant nurtures affection for the goddess and identifies with her
on instances,even when he is not worshipping the deity ie at stages like a
dream, then what to say of waking state. The knower is one’s own soul. The
knowledge is water offerred for purification.That which is known is, Sri
cakra present outside. Worshipping this Cakra is considered to be a
unifying act.

Here the passage on Tantrardja, Gururadya bhavecchaktih upto
praktastu vasanad is interpreted as a complete passage without omitting
anything. With regard to kamakarsini and other deities of nityakala, they
are worshipped in the karanendriya alone. In 21 verses the vasana which
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is stated in the verses should be taken as the import. In this manner in 44
verses, the inner and outer procedures of the ritual of incantation are stated
briefly.

Sixth visrama:

The various meanings that are unknown hitherto, are requested by Dev1
to be explained by $iva. The unknown meanings are: Cakrasanketa,
Mantrasaniketa and Pijasanketa. Sakti, by whose transformation this
creation in the form of objects, words, plexuses, and bodies exist, should of
necessity be known to us.

The YH(Heart of the yogini), also known as Nitya hrdaya and
Sundari hrdaya, is only a part of the enire work known as the
Nityasodasikarnava (NS) (Ocean of the sixteen nityas), the other part being
often seperately treated as the VT.

The chapter opens with Dev? addressing Bhairava. In the first verse,
she says that in this VT are many concealed things and she wishes to know
the rest which has not yet been revealed. There are 86 verses in this chaper.
Bhairava answers by saying he will reveal the Supreme Heart of the
yogini, which i1s to be obtained orally, and should not be discriminately
revealed.

Five fold nature of sakti

Sakti is fivefold and refers to creation, while $iva is fourfold and
related to dissolution. The union of the five Saktis and four fires creates the
cakra that is the Sr7 yantra. Siva and Sakti are fire and moon bindus and
contact of both causes the hardhakala to flow, which becomes the third
Bindu, Sun, and which gives rise to the Baindava or first cakrd , the
Bindu at the centre of the Yantra, which gives rise to the nine triangles or
Navayoni, and these, in turn, cause the nine Mandalas of the Yantra to
blossom. This Baindava or central Bindu is Siva and Sakti, also referred
to as the light and its mirror.
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Kamakala

The ultimate Sakti , by her own will assumed the form of the universe,
first as a pulsating essence, consisting of the vowels of the alphabet. The
Bindu of the Yantra is situated on a dense, flowering mass of lotus, and is
self-aware consciousness, the Citkald. The quivering union of Sivd and
Sakti, gradually creates the different Mandalas of the Sri yantra, which
correspond to different letters of the sanskrit alphabet. Kamakala subsists
in the great Bindu and is without parts. The text refers to nine different and
successive subtle forms of sound which are beyond the vowels and
consonants of the 51 letters of the alphabet.

States of Mind

There are four states of mind. These sections correspond to the waking
state, to dream, to deep sleep and to the the furiya or fourth. Beyond this is
the absolute supreme which by its own will emanates the cosmos and is also
one with the cosmos, the union of measure, measurer and the measured, the
triple peaks, and the very self of Iccha, Jiana ,Kriya Saktis. The universe
has the appearance of emanating from the unmanifest kamesvara and
kamesvari.
Weapons of the Goddess

The noose which Tripurasundari holds is Iccha, the goad is, Jiiana,
and the bow and arrows are Kriya Sakti, says Bhairava. By the blending
of the Sivd and Sakti, the eight other mandalas of the $ri yantrd come
into creation. The remaining verses of this chapter deal with the creation of
the other mandalas of the Yantra.

Seventh visrama:

Bhairava tells the Devi, he will describe the mantra. Knowing this, a
vira becomes like Tripura herself. There are 85 verses in this chapter.
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Nine plexuses:

According to the text, each of the nine mandalas of the sri yantra has
a particular form of Tripurasundari presiding over them, and a particular
vidya appropriate to each. According to the text, these forms are Tripura,
Tripuresvari, Tripurasundari,  Tripuravasini,  Tripurasri
Tripuramalini, Tripurasiddhi, Tripurambika and  the ninth is
Mahatripurasundari . She must be worshipped in this order in the nine
cakras.

Variety of Meanings:

The mantra may be understood in six different ways. Bhavartha,
Sampradaya, nigama ,kaulika, sarvarahasya and miilatattva . The
text then proceeds to outline the significance of these different ways to
understand the meanings (artha). Bhaskararaya, delineates the meaning of
these in his work Varivasyarahasya. This work includes a detailed chart
which shows the threefold divisions of Tripurasundari as well as the nine
subtle forms of speech beyond the letters of the alphabet.

Bhavartha:

Bhavartha is related to the fifteen lettered kadi vidya mantra.
Removing the three hrims from the mantra shows the essential nature of
Siva and Sakti. The goddess embodies the 36 tattvas and is identical with
this mantra. This meaning shows the essential sameness of devi, mantra
and the cosmos.

Sampradayartha:

The Sampradayartha meaning shows the identity of the mantra with
the five elements of ether, air, fire, water and earth; the fifteen letters of the
mantra and senses of sound, touch, image, taste and smell. Bhaskararaya
says, “as there is no difference between the cause and its effect, between the
thing signified (vdcya) and the word which signifies the thing (vacaka),

¥ 8 37T 2




Wl 2019 AforEmr=mer=T @ ISSN 2277-5854 68

and between Brahman and the universe, so also the universe and this vidya
are identical in relation to each other.”

Nigarbhartha:
The Nigarbhartha shows the identity of the supreme devata with
the guru, and because of the grace of the guru, one’s own self.

Kaulikartha:

The Kaulikartha is that she, the supreme goddess, says her attendant
Saktis one with her. So, she is Icchd, Jiiana and Kriya; the fire , the sun
and the moon; and the nine planets and other celestial phenomena, as well as
the objects of the senses, the senses, and other constituent parts which are
also present in the microcosm. In this form she is Ganesi. Again , her
Saktis and she are inseperable and this is represented by her inseparability
from the $r1 yantra.

Rahasyartha:

The secret meaning of the mantra is the union of the Devi with
the 50 letters which represent 16 Moon kalas, am amyrta kala, am
manada kala, im piisa kala, im tusti kala, um pusti kala, am rati
kala, rrir dhrti kala, rivh $asini kala, i candrika kala, lvh kanti kala,
erir jyotsnakala, aim $ri kala, om priti kala, aum angada kala, an
pirnd kala and ah piarnamrta kala. 12 Sun kalas, karir bham tapini
kala, khavr bam tapini kala, gariv pham dhiimra kala, ghavir pan
marici kala, nam nam joalini kala, carir dham ruci kala, cham dan
susumnakala, javir tharir bhogada kala, jham taw visva kala, fian
nam bodhini kala, tavir dhavir dharini kala and tham dam ksama kala.
10 Fire kalas, yarir dhiimrarci kala, ram iisma kala, lam jvalint kala,
vam joalini kala, Sam viphulingini kala, sam susri kala, sarir suriipa
kala, havir kapila kala, lavin havyavahini kala and ksam kavyavahini
kala corresponding to the kulakundalini, which extends from miiladhara
cakra, shoots through the ajfia cakra and then beyond, causing a flow of
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amrta or nectar to drench the body. She sleeps, she wakes and she sleeps
again, and once more, is identical with mantra, Yantra, guru and the
shining own self. The supreme absolute is one with Sivd and Sakti.

The tattva meaning is hat she is one with the 36 tattvas, also with
the letters of the alphabet and the forms they take. Breath, as well as time, is
the form of the Devi Tripurasundari. The practical application of these
concepts is to be learned at the feet of the guru.

Eighth visrama:

Piija sanketa: This is called piija sanketa, or section relating to
worship in three senses described as parda ,parapara and apara. This is a
very long chapter and contains 206 verses. The first parda piija consists of
identity with the supreme absolute, the second,parapara piija consists of
meditation (bhavana) , while the third one apara piija is related to ritual
worship . This chapter mostly deals with Nyasa, and starts with the sixfold
Nyasa related to ganesas, grahas, the 27 stars, the six yoginis of the
bodily dhatus, the rasis or 12 sidereal constellations and the pithas. There
is also a description of this six fold Nyasa in the Gandharva tantra. It
follows with the Sr7 cakra nydsa , from the Nityotsava.

Other Nyasas, including hand Nydsa are outlined, along with the
daily piija of Tripurasundari and descriptions of the attendants (dvarana
devatas) to be found in the nine mandalas of the Yantra.

The chapter closes with an admonition that the details of this tantra
should be concealed and not revealed to any one who is not initiated into the
practice. Bhaskararaya concludes thus,
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Thirty Six Tattvas

Dr. Chaman Lal Raina

Tattva is the integral concept within the Trika system. Tattva is a
philosophic term. It is Sanskrit word, which means ‘Thatness’ of the
Abosolute which is explained as the different layers or tiers of
consciousness. It can be translated as ‘Thatness’, which is the derivative of
‘Tat’ or’ That’ —, referring to that, which is present, not visible to the eye,
neither can be touched, nor can be heard, but can be realized through human
experience, andthesimple, etodolgy of the self-awareness. Taking it literally,
it is relly that whatsoever is seen, observed, felt or touched is the reflection
of” That. Hence, the Tattva can be explained variously.'

Some times the forms of ‘Tat’ are used with the first and second
personal pronouns, as well as demonstratives and relative terms, for the sake
of emphasis. Tat has various connotations. Ithas objectivity, in appearance
and perception. Acarya K$emaraja —the great Acarya of the Kashmir
Shaivism says of the thirty six Tattvas. Verily, that is the foundational book
of the Kashmir Shaivism, also called the Trika philosophy of Kashmir.
Acarya Abhinavgupta explains about this Tattva term as: ““ The innate nature
of the Absolute Truth is varied. The ‘Prameya’—is the object of certain
knowledge, with a demonstrated conclusion, discussed logically and on the
basis of the perception, inference, intuition, vebal testimony.”

The great significance is on the word ‘Tat’. It is not element, which has
different connotation in science. ‘Tat’ is Siva state of existence in the Trika
system. It is the wholeness and totality of exsistence, where there is all
perfection with no space for nothingness. Tattva is the Dharma of ‘Tat’,
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which is also ‘Tatsat’, because ‘That’— ‘That Absolute is always real, pure
and true, without any trace of darkness. The Trika philosophy speaks of the
Thirty six Tattvas. The great Acaryas of Kashmir Shaivism have decoded
the Siva state of existence in three segments. Tattva is the Primordial spirit,
knowing the ‘All” embracing and enveloping nature of Siva.’

Tattva has got the spiritual merit for understanding the intimacy with
Siva, including the other 35 Tattvas. Hence, the great concept of being an
aggregate of “Sat-Trimsat Tattvani”. All these Tattvas are integrated in the
string of Self-recognition, nearer than nearness of the Self. It explores the
knowledge about the impenetrable, occult, mystyrious and integrating all the
constituents, that make the universe in relation to human being, centered
around ‘Siva’, who is Absolute, but having its existence through other
Tattvas in relation to the ‘Nara’—human being. It provides the essentials of
ecstacy welded with peace. It is to see the Self in the state of omnipresence
of the omniscient and omnipotent. Kashmir Shaivism has got its roots in the
‘Para-Pravesika *—a spiritual guide but practical gift to humanity by Siva
itself, through the intuitive vision of Acarya Kéemaraja.”

These are said to be under the following pattern—

1. Siva, 2. Sakti, 3. Sadasiva, 4. I§vara, 5. Suddha—Vidyﬁ, 6. Maya, 7.
Kala, 8. Vidya, 9. Raga, 10. Ka Ia, 11. Niyati, 12. Purusa 13. Prakrti, 14.
Buddhi 15. Ahankara 16. Mana, 17. Srotra 18. Tvak, 19. Caks$u 20. Jihva,
21. Ghrana, 22. Vak, 23. Pani, 24. Pada, 25. Payu, 26. Upastha, 27. Sabda,
28. Spasra, 29. Riipa, 30. Rasa, 31. Gandha, 32. Akasa, 33. Vayu, 34. Vahni,
35. Salila, 36. Prthvi.

Siva is the ‘First’ principle of the universal consciousness. It is an
excellence, quintessence of the primary substance constituted with all the
electrons, if taken as element. Tattva is ‘Thatness’, which is the quality of
being a definite thing, which stands as an object. What lasts till, it is the
universal dissolution is all existentTattva. It is to be realized through
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‘Dhyana’ or meditation onSiva through awareness and consciousness, that is
ultimate oneness. Tattva is an explanation, an interpretation and an answer to
the ‘Hymn to Creation’, as is seen in the ‘Nasdiya Sukta’ of the Rgveda.
With the knowledge of decoding the truth, which is That—Siva, who is
omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent, being the answer to the spiritual
quest and solution towards the human aspiration. It is to realize Siva state of
existence in the Trika system which is wholeness, a totality of existence,
where there is no space for nothingness. Tattva is therefore, the ‘Dharma’ of
‘Tat’, which is also ‘Tatsat’, which is truth based on eternal existence.

The pure principles are five in number. Siva Tattva is the first of these
and the cause of the rest — ‘Sakti, ‘Sada § iva’, ‘I§ vara’ and ‘Suddhavidya’l ’
including the other Kriya / action. It happens to be the cause of other pure
principles. Neither Siva nor its inherent Sakti can be directly the cause of
any principles as they would then be the cause liable to transformation and
affected by confluence. Thus Siva Tattva is a fundamental principle as
mentioned earlier.

“Not only is the medieval ‘Saiva Siddhanta tradition, being one of the
most popular and persistent Saivistic philosophies, it has also provided the
fundamental basis for the ritualistic and theological traditions of many other
Saiva groups that followed it. The tradition seems to have originated as early
as the sixth century C. E. in Kashmir, although it also flourished in South
India. Between the eleventh or twelfth centuries C. E. Saiva Sidhanta was
well-established in South India, particularly in Tamil Nadu. Thus the Siddha
nta upholds the older Pas upata distinction between three eternal realities of
Jivatma souls, Jiva, and the Jagat or the physical world. Siva, the supreme
Divine being, is the effecient cause of the universe and the volitional souls
are within it, while its own energy—Sakti provides the instrumental cause.
Souls are bound to the material state because of ignorance, ‘Karma’, and
‘Maya ’, the illusory aspects of reality. Siva, however, provides the soul with
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the abiltiy to obtain empirical knowledge, which in turn leads to action that
is either good or evil”. (—New World Encyclopedia on “ Shaivism™)

In essence, Dr. Burnett has translated the ‘Aghora’ Siva's commentary
on the ‘Tattva Prakasha’ is saying that even the realistic school has to admit
‘Maya’ to be a Parigraha Sakti. While, however, the idealistic school draws
what seems to be the natural inference and compares the product to the
reflection in a mirror. Aghora Siva condemns it as an interpolation. (— C. f.
Cultural Heritage of India, Kashmir Shaivism, Vol 1V)

Souls in their essential nature are the same as Divine Being is, but their
potencies are concealed by the Tattvas, because of ignorance, termes as
‘Avidya’. The ignorance of souls can be removed partially through the
bodies, instruments provided by ‘Asuddha Maya °, which is the physical
world around us. Divinity functions through itss own energy called the
energy of concealment or the ‘Tirodhana Sakti’. Through mere momentum
or through the residue of ‘Prarabdha’, which means the resultant force of the
actions done previous lives. The physical body may persist for a while after
spiritual illumination; but it does not fetter the enlightened soul, since it is
not cognized as such. The attainment of ‘Sivatva’ may be understood as the
identification with Siva alone.’

C. f. — Internet archives The great Acaryas of this philosophy have
decoded that Siva state of existence is in Three segments. These stand as:
Atma Tattva, Vidya Tattva, ‘Siva Tattva. °

‘Atma Tattva’ is Maya, “Vidya Tattva’ is ‘Sada —Siva’ and ‘Siva Tattva’
is both ‘Siva and Sakti’ in unison, when both get merged as a singular
‘Prakasa’ and ‘Vimarsa’, while being meditated upon together. It gives
‘Ananda’ of being in the awareness of ‘Siva, within and around. From the
Agamic view. It is said to be a synthesis of the Tattvas from ‘Prthivi-Tattva’
to the ‘Maya -Tattva’, which are twenty one in number, while Maya Tattva
is also termed as ‘Vidya -Tattva’, in which Suddha Vidya, I$vara, Sada -Siva
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are integrated as One unit and Siva is identical with Sakti, as recognized in
the “Sri Cakra/Yantra and the Cakre$vara.”

Theologically, some woprship the Cakra, but philosophically there is a
feeling of the awakening of the inner self, which gets reflected within. A
further analysis is made by the great Acaryas in understanding the Trika
system or triadic of the Tattvas. In the beginning, ‘Siva happened to be
alone, only One, without any second. There happened no duality. Then, a
‘Sankalpa’ occured about the creation, which is duality. Sankalpa is
surrounded by the ‘Vikalpas’. Sankalpa is one, Vikalpas can be more than
one, and it causes duality. It is termed as ‘Iccha-Sakti’ in the Agamas, giving
a furtherence to it by ‘Jfiana - Sakti’, to be concluded with ‘Kriya Sakti’. All
these having its source in ONE. A Suk$ama Srsti / subtle creation took place,
followed instantaneously by ‘Sabda- Sakti’, the force of sound, which is
AUM/OM.*

Thus, ‘Pafica / Five Jiidanendriya’ are determined from the 22nd Tattva
to the 26th Tattva and ‘Pafica/ Five Karma-Indriya’ are determined from
27th Tattva to the 31st Tattva, including ‘Pafica/ Five Visaya Indriya’ are
determined from 32nd to the 36™ Tattva, also known as the ‘Pafica
Mahabhutas’. Siva functions through Sakti, when is in the state or realm of
‘Prapafica’—the essentials of the Pafica-Tattvas, which are ‘Brahma--Visnu-
-Rudra- I$vara, Sadasiva’.

Nature and functioning of the Tattvas
1. Siva Tattva—Absolute Rality

This First and Primal Tattva is Pure consciousness, giving rise to Iccha -
- desire or will, having the prospect of finding solution to the ‘will’ to do and
act. It is having no Rupa or form, but only affirmation. Siva is ¢ Anadi-
Amrta-Tatttva’ or immortality, with delight. Siva is ‘Praka $a, an
illumination that shines itself. According to the ‘Malini Tantra’, the first
sixteen letters of the Varnamala represent Siva, which is ‘Akhilatma’, the
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universal Soul or Absolute self. But according to the Puranas, the same Siva
Tattva has been described in the Siva Sahsranama of thousand epithets,
through allegories, narrations of morality and description givening shape and
form to the formless which is being oblated and offered with ‘Ahutis’ in the
Yajiia along with the hymns eulogizing Sakti—with various epithets. Siva
Tattva can not be isolated, though it is more intuitiuve for the awaken
‘Nara’— manifestation of the human being, which is both male and female,
according to the Trika analysis.

Jiana and Kriya are but the complementary units or forces of Iccha,
which is knowing and doing with an awareness towards the Ichha. There is
perfection, when the Triadic of Iccha, Jiana and Kriya go in unison. These
are all found in the Siva Tattva. The great commentator

‘Bhaskararai’ of the Agamas says in the ‘Saubhagya Bhdaskara’, about
the nature of Siva as under : “At the time of Pralaya or final dissolution. the
‘Cit Sakti’ also merged with Siva, with its all manifestation and by this
integration, Siva became Niskriya—actionless at that period of dissolution.
It is also known as universal Samadhi, in totality. According to the
‘Jiiarnava Tantra’—- “The ‘Cinmayi -Sakti’ brings higher form of mystic
experience, which is the eternal Sabda--sound, or we may say the innermost
vibrating force of consciousness latent in Siva with the association of Sakti”.
Hence, adored and appreciated as the ‘Cinmayi - Sakti’. The hymn to
creation speaks of ‘Prathama Sphurti--Primal vibration'. So Siva in itself is
the ‘First Tattva’ which is ‘Caitanya’/ consciousness, as seen in the first
Siitra of the ‘Pard —Prave Siika *.

2. Sakti Tattva — Eternal Power.

Sakti is the complementary Tattva to the First Tattva, which is Siva. It is
an out burst of Siva itself. It is ‘Vi$va-Srjana’ and in no way differentiated,
rather this is pure integration, which is responsible for creating the universes
because of the Iccha Sakti of Siva. Siva being ‘Nirguna’, wanted to be with
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attributes or qualitative attributes as Guna and to be more than one, as the
aphorism goes—‘Ekoham Bahusyama’. Hence, this Iccha -- willingness to
be many is the captivating pursuit of the Unknowable."’

Siva is capable of doing any Kriya to have the universe manifest, which
is its ‘Adi-Spandanam’‘First Spandan’. That is revered as the ‘Spandan
Sakti’ adored with various names and forms. Finding it prevalent though
human eye in the form of manifestation, which gives ‘Nara’ or embodied
soul, salila/ water to drink, greenery in the form of Sakambari for life
sustenance. It includes solar, lunar, aerial, igneous and the energy related
constituents to the earth planet. Hence, revered as S akti, in multiforms.
‘Sakti’ is always with ‘Saktimana’— Siva. Sakti is none other than the
inclusive and inherent power of Siva, who is ‘Bhairava’, according to the
Tantraloka of Abhinavgupta.'’

The five facets of Siva, as described in the ‘Bahu-Rupa Garbha’. When
Siva is devoid of any thought, then it is said to be its ‘Cidananda Svarupa’. It
can be explained in the physical way like a glass/mirror is neeeded to look
one’sown self or physical power, so is the ‘Vimar$a’ needed for ‘Prakasa’ to
see its own nature. Like wise, the taste of sugar is to be realized after tasting
it. Sweetness of honey is to be tasted not by honey, but by any living being.
That is the Sakti Tattva.'?

Before discussing the ‘Sada Siva Tattva’, it is necessary to know about
the Oneness of Siva and Sakti.

The Kama-Kala text on the Tripura Sundari says:

“Siva and Sakti are the dual formations as ‘Kama’/Prakasa and ‘Kala’
/Vimars$a. The subtle form of Kama Kala is Eternal in essence but mystic in
approach. Siva is ‘Being and Bliss’ in One, and the self of all, always with
‘Caitanya’--conscious of himself. That himself is Sakti within Siva—the
Absolute One.”
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Adi Sankara says in the Saundarya Lahiri:

“Sivah Saktya Yukto Yadi Saktah Prabhavitum

Na Cedevam Devo Na Khalu Kusalah Spanditumapi
Atastvam Aradhyam Hari Hara Viranchyadibhirapi
Pranantum Stotum Va Kathama Krita Punyah Pra Bhavati”

— Sloka 1

“Siva with Sakti is always powerful to create this universe. Otherwise, it
is unable to do this action. Therefore, who except with great merits acquired
in the previous lives, can praise you.

O Divine Mother, as Hari/Visnu, Hara/Siva, Viranci/Brahma are always
in adoration of your existence. ”

The Siva Drsti says—
“Na Sivah Saktirahito Na Saktir Vyatirekini. ”

Siva is not without Sakti, equally Sakti is not independent of Siva. Both
Siva and Sakti are interdependent. The Lalita Sahsranama explains that S iva
alone is Sakti's wielder, and Sakti as its integral self. Hence, Sakti revered as
‘Tripura Sundari’ is as real as ‘Brahman’, explained in the Advaita Vedanta
and Shiva of the Agamas."”

3. Sada-Siva Tattva or Sadakhya Tattva, the First Stiring of life, or
Spandana.

Sada -Siva is of great significance with respect to Riipa--the form, from
pure light to the form with dimension. When the ‘Jagat’ of the human
perception is still in the potential form as in the ¢ Bija Riipa’ and is
undifferentiated from the existence of ‘Ahanta ’, then Siva is said to be the
‘Sada- Siva Tattva’. Siva being the sovereign Spirit of this universe, thus the
whole ‘Jagat, is enveloped by his Sakti. That is the ‘Aham’ or ‘I-ness state’
of of Siva. When Siva bestows ‘Anugraha’--infinite grace, the whole
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universe comes into existence. That Anugraha form of Siva is ‘Sada- Siva’.
It is a form of the formlessness, which is the ‘Parma-Tattva’ as Siva is. The
‘“Visvesvara — Siva’ expresses himself identified with the universe, in the
spiritual ecstacy of ‘Antarnimesa’--deep Samadhi within, and that Tattva is
the ‘Sada- Siva Tattva.”""

This very concept is the essence of Eternal bliss and external
manifestation, of the Sada - Siva Tattva. This Tattva is aware of the true
meaning of the ‘Svatantrya’, which is freedom to manifest, to act and to
recapitulate, possesed of a body for the sake of the devotees, yet unidentified
with it. He neither directs the senses in its manifestations, but does act
spontaneously. It is just like a free soul; that looks like attaining a ‘Sarira’—
the physical body, but in essence is completely merged with Siva and Sakti."

This is his ‘Sada--Siva’ nature, as these names are related to the Siva in
the Pur anas. This is revered as the ‘Bahir-Unmesha’ aspect of the ‘Sada -
Siva’. The opening of the Universal eye is the ‘Sad a- Siva’ Tattva, being the
‘Thatness of Siva’. Siva itself is said to be ‘Praka $a’ and Sakti as ‘Vimarsa’.
This Vimars$a Sakti happens to be the Primal source of ‘Creation-Sustenance
— Dissolution’. The thinkers of the Kashmir tradition call it as ‘Caitanya’,
‘Samvit, ‘Para —Vak’ etc. ‘Aham and Idam’ are the twin forces of this
Vimaréa Riipini Sakti. Prakasa which is the epicenter of the ‘Aham’
consciousness and ‘Idam’ portion contains the application of Vimar$ a.
Mantra-Mahe vara are the Divinities, which abide in the Sada — Siva Tattva,
according to the Para-Tritrisika Vivarna.

4. IsSvara—The Emergence

The word or the term ‘ISvara’ has been used in the Vedas as well as
Puranas, but the ‘Bhavani Sahasnama’ says ‘I§vara Uvaca’ has been said by
Nandekesvara, as an address to Siva. The Vedas declare: “ISvara is All
powerful, merciful, just as the ‘Hiranyagarbha’ is. Hence, being the cause of
the whole manifestation, which according to the Vedas is ‘Eternal Prakrti’.
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He does sustain the earth planet and other ‘Lokas’ or realms. He bestows
upon the graceful knowledge of the Vedas, which is the Supreme revelation
revealed to the Ré$is by Him alone. He is the cause of all radiant regions—the
Sun and the luminous Moon, including other heavenly bodies. He is the
bestower of knowledge, which is both immanent and transcendent. He is the
sustainer and an ‘Effulgent’ being. He is the blissful I$vara, who keeps us
away from evil. To achieve this end, a human being contemplates on the
Divine nature of I§vara—the ‘Supreme Ruler’ of all the worlds."

I$vara is, abiding within them, as those souls are in the vehicle of the
body. Here, I$vara is Supreme, but works with M aya, which is of illusive
nature. The ‘Jivatman’ or creature is subject to transmigration, because of
the deeds and actions. Lord Krishna, who is adored as ‘Bhagavana in the
59th Sloka in the concluding chapter of the Bhagvadgit as :

“ Isvara abides in the heart of all creatures”

Here, Arjuna should be taken as ‘Nara’ according to the Trika
philosophy. Acarya Abhinavgupta explains this very $loka as under:

The Sloka suggests that submission to I$vara or Divinity is essentially
important and necessarily required, as this is the definite principle of ‘life in
existence’. He is the efficient cause and abides in Self and is the innate
nature of the Self. On being in the very contemplation of the Divine, who is
I$vara, the effect of Karmas vanish away.

Utpalacarya says about Ishvara in the Siva Stotravali:

“I§vara! I alone am the beautiful soul. I am myself ‘I$vara’, who is free
from all the bonds of activities. ‘Panditosmi’--1 am Pandit the learned one. |
alone exist, nobody equals me.'’

I$vara is PaSupati, as described in the Trika system of thought. He is
Candra Sekhara of the Puranas. He is MaheSvara, as described in the
Agamas and Sankara of the Vedas etc. Acarya Ksemardja in the Pard —
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Pravesika’ says: The Jagat /universe, when got sprouted from Siva,
established by it is still covered by ¢ Aham’ or —consciousness.'®

That is the ‘I$vara Tattva’. Beyond doubt, Jagat is the I§vara Tattva,
because of the I-consciousness of the individual soul. In short, this Tattva is
based on ‘Aham’—myself as being and ‘Idam’, which is present, as time is
always current. It means here, something is near and close to my being. It is
laying emphasis on ‘Idam’. Siva, through his Advaitic nature fashioned
himself, as with the autonomous quality of ‘Svatantrya’, assumed the innate
form of Ishvara, to be adored by the Jagat, with manifestation.

— ISvara Pratyabijna (1, 5, 16)
5. Suddha/or Sadvidya -Vidya Tattva is the self-identification.

Suddha Vidya stands for that Vidya or knowledge, which makes our
Vrittis--being in a particular state of mind, pure with the firm conviction that
I am ‘Jagat’/universe, in all my functions of life. I am not different from this
universe. A synthesis of ‘Aham’—‘I am’ and ‘Idam’, which stands for the
expression for ‘This is’, when experienced by the aspirant, is a stepping
towards the Shiva Tattva. The ‘Aham —Vimar§a’ is the Siva Tattva and
‘Idam-- Vimarsha’ is ‘Sadashiva Tattva’. The focus is on the Vimarsa,
which is the Sakti Tattva. The meeting point between a jiva with Siva is
‘Idamta--this verily, exists’. Suddha Vidya is to reach the Siva Tattva
through ‘Vimarséa Riipini Sakti’, and realize through ‘Ahamta’--I verily, do
exist’. All our knowledge of reasoning is concerning ‘Idam’, which is the
object and event. Nature is always providing principles to know the
relationship between substance and attributes. In this manner, every object in
the universe is experienced purely between the fusion of Siva and Sakti.
When ignorance is destroyed caused by time, place and situation, the
‘Ananadamaya Kosha’ or sheath of bliss maintains the real ‘I’, which is
understood as Siva."’
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6. Maya Tattva—Limited individual Experience.

Maya is that, which differentiates between the subject and the object.
Subject is the ‘I-consciousness’ of Pure Atman or the ‘Suddha Caitanya’,
which is Self or ‘Aham-Asmi’ as said by Acarya Utpaladeva, in the
Shivastotravali. When the doer sees or observes or thinks the difference in
‘Aham and idam’. Then, it is certainly said to be the ‘Maya-Tattva’.

The whirls, which makes a ‘Jiva’ think that the ‘Jagat’ is different from
him/her, is known as the influence of the ‘Maya-Tattva’. This is more
prominent in differentiation. It creates the illusion that there is ‘Bheda’ or
duality in subject and object. Maya is also the free-will of Siva. It does
create a web or veiling net, so that the Reality is not felt or awareness of Siva
is not realized, because of the forgotten consciousness of the Atman, which
abides in the very Self of the ‘Nara’. The creativity lies in the Maya -Tattva’
as none of the Tattvas are different. Each and every Tattva is integrated.
‘Maya Tattva’ can be individualistic, while the ‘Siva’ Tattva is holistic. It
does create a web lock like knot —“Vagura Bandha Ripa Ca”, as said in the
Bhavani Sahsra nama.

Acarya Abhinavagupta says: — ‘Tato Maya Triputika Granthi’

Force of of ‘Maya’ including ‘Maya Granthi’ is understood as the knots
of Maya, which is 'Vimohini Sakti'-- a power that puts the Jiva in confusing,
fascinating or bewitching state. This Tattva is filled with five types of
‘Kancukas’—sloughs, cloaks, robes or covers. It is not of any particular
kind, but with five limiting conditions.*

‘Kala’-‘Vidya’-‘Raga’- ‘Kala’-‘Niyati’ are said to be the out bursts of
the ‘Maya Tattva’. These are functional impurities.

7. Kala Tattva—limited creativity

Because of Kala, a Jiva can recognize the object. Whatsoever is and
whatsoever happens to be is related to the Kala, which is time in serial order.
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It is the limited power of action that Kala operates only, just like a seed can
grow only, when sown in the soil and is associated with water, sunshine, air,
shade and proper nourishment etc.

8. Vidya -- Limited consciousness

Vidya Tattva is limited to certain truth, which is partial one. It is
mundane in nature. The limitation, which is found in understanding the true
import of Siva is understood as the Vidya Tattva. The cause which limits the
knowledge or capability of all knowing Shiva to its limited shores is the
‘Vidya Tattva’.

9. Raga --limited interest or attachment

Raga is close to the sense objects, which does create unknown faces of
eventualities. It is of more emotive nature, than rationalizing of the objects.
The mine aspect is attachment, which is Raga. Thus the Gun as--qualities
are attributed to the objects. It should not be considered as the antonym of
Vairagya/ dispassion, which is always taken as the Guna of ‘Buddhi’--
intellect. This Raga Tattva is more subtler than the Sthoola Raga/ physical
attachment.

10. Kala-- The limited Duration or time-the Serial

It is that aspect of the Tattva, which reflects the ‘Sankoca’/shrinking of
the jnana of the ‘Jivatma’ and the Jiva feels limitations of doing any action,
or some actions. Acarya Abhinavgupta considers the origin as the Prathama
Srishti/ first creation. A Nara/Jiva thinks of I-ness as person/ self and mine.
It is counting and flowing with Time, the Serial

11. Niyati Tattva—Classification of the limited attachment

Man is subject to the causal law. It is known as ‘Niyati’, in Saiva
Darsana. Kala is understood, as an object of omnipotence and also as
limiting condition and a standard of measure. This is a Niyama, about the
liking or not liking of the object in reference to a Jiva. This Tattva means to
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decide for doing this or that action. It decides the options and is bound to the
results of the option undertaken. It is also taken as reference to the Kala,
wherein there is Niyamana/ about the liking and not liking of the object in
reference to the Jiva.

12. Purusa —Manifesting through limitation, or form

When Siva conceals its true nature and descends with the five
Kancukas, enveloped by ‘Maya’, then it gets the recognition of ‘Purusa ’,
being the conscious aspect of personality, absorbed within the grand and
glorious urge to live.

13. Prakrti — ¢ Citta’ or operative Will-Power.

Prakrti is the executive activity and force inthe universe, keeping it in a
state of equi-poise. Prakrti consists of ‘Sattva-Rajas-Tamas’. It is the ‘Miila
Karana’—fundamental cause of manifestation, when these Gunas or
attruibutes are in equipoise U. Prakrti is subject to mutation, it is recognized
reality. Hence, diversity is seen and is being appreciated by the admirers of
the Sakti in nature, who love nature. Prakrti is for exploration and not for
exploitation. That is why the Saktas see the Divinity in rocks, water bodies,
botanical life—flowers, shrubs, herbs and trees. They see the force of Prakrti
in all the seasons of the year, including the early dawn of the Sunrise and
Sunset. This is called the mutation.'

14. Buddhi Tattva—Intellect with reasoning

Buddhi is the intellect, which decides, decifers, infers, assimilates and
perceives to know and to act through reasoning for getting the best option. It
is the Tattva, which becomes the source of deciding and proceesding ahead.

15. Ahamkara Tattva- Ego or egoistic feeling, personality of subjectivity.

Ahamkara is the egoistic tendency, which gives the impulses of ‘mine’
and ‘not mine’. This is the ego related to the finitude of ‘Nara’.
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16. Manas/h Tattva - Mind

Manah is mind, which conceives and imagines; perceives and believes.
It is mind that looks after and frames the opinion about thoroughness. It is
cognizant, with a vehicle of thoughts and desires. It is the Tattva that
receives the impressions and records the situations gathered from the outer-
self in relation to the Siva, Sakti and J agat. It is the inner sense ta is attained,
when ‘Rajas’ preponderates over Sattva and Tamas, being therhythm of
happiness and inertia of delusion.”

17. Srotra Tattva -Ears

It is the Tattva, which makes ‘Nara’ to listen to, to hear and to make
differentiation between sound and sound, inspite of the fact that the ‘Nara’
may not be able to visualize the object. It is theauditory sense that listens to
the sound.

18. Tvak Tattva--Skin

It is the skin, which gives covering to the internal body. It is a layer for
protection of the tissues, and physical organism, being adjunct to the
anatomy of the body. It is the sence of feeling a touch.

19. Caksu Tattva—The Optic sense, which is Vision

It is the eye, to see and visualize. It is for seeing and looking, gluing and
glancing. It blinks. It woos and winks. It surveys and decifers and decodes.
This is the Tattva of recognizing the objective world.

20. Jihva Tattva—The tongue, whichis related to the Gastr(-intastinal
system, in the body.

This Tattva is the faculty of speech. It is the fleshy organ in the mouth,
used for tasting, swallowing and for speeking. It produces sound with
articulation and puts the speech in the ‘Udatta’- ‘Anudatta’ and ‘Svarita’. It
is for doing the Japah for reciting the Divine name and for the recitation of
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the sacred Mantras etc. Mainly, it is for communicating with others. The
mouth is for pronouncing the word correctly, in relation to its correct
meaning.

21. Ghrana Tattva— the operative nasal or the olfactory sense.

This Tattva perceives smell. It is the projecting part of the face used for
breathing in and breathing out. It has the sense of recognizing the odour or
smell. This is a faculty of tracking out, where from the smell or odour
spreads.

22. Vak—the operative speech or the articulate expression.

This Tattva is of speech the revealed word. It is sound and an
expression. It is related to oratory. Shabda is the word and Vak has got three
stages—Pasyanti, Madhyama, Vaikhari, according to the Sanskrit
grammarians. The Trika philosophers recognize the ‘Para’ as Vak.

23. Pani—Hand

This Tattva is hand, used for handling the Tools like instruments,
including the arms and missiles, as seen in Devi. It is for writing, stiching,
giving shape to anmy object. It is used for taking food and also for throwing
any object far or near.

24. Pada—the operating feet

This Tattva are called the feet. It is the lowest part of the body
mechanism. It is for holding the weight of the body and for walking.

25. Payu—the operative anus

This is Tattva, known as Payu or anus. This is the opening of the
elementary canal through which undigested residues are voided from the

body. This comes under the characteristics of ‘Vaman’ to take out of the
body.
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26. Upastha—the regenerative functioning
This Tattva is related to lap, and is for regenerating the family tree.
(These five Tattvas are said to be the Karmendriyas)

27. Sabda —- the audition

It is the Tattva of hearing the audible sound. It is to be heard by the ears.
It is a form of subtle ether.

28. Sparsa —the physical sensiblity

This Tattva is for having the feeling of touch. It is to be in contact with
any object, including touching one’s own body. Sparsha provides sensation.
It is the emotive part of Tattva. Sparsa gives sensational effect to the skin. It
is a form of subtle air.

29. Riupa —the Formation

This Tattva is with form, having shape and dimension of the object that
has got a mould. It is that object that holds and shapes It is a way of being,
which 1is existent, whether animate or inanimate. Sri Cakra is the
Geometrical form of the Divinty, expressing both male and female, adored
as Siva and Sakti, so is the Murti and the manifestation. Riipa is visible to
the eyes as any form.

30. Rasa—the taste to the tongue

This is the Tattva of being liquid, it is water substance. The Rasas are
six in number, having the property of giving taste to the tongue.

31. Gandha—the smell or the property of earth

This Tattva is related to odour and smell. The nose has the sensation of
Gandha.

(These are known as the Pafica Tanmatras)
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32. Akasa—the spacial element

This Tattva is space, indicating vastness of the sky. It is ether
considered as the fifth element. This is subtle and ethereal void, where there
is no limit, with an infinite openness and vastness.

It is emptiness of the open space.
33. Vayu Tattva—the Aerial element

This Tattva is the life line for manifestation. It is vital air. Air has got
the physical condition. It is gaseous said to be having the properties of
Prana, Apana, Sama na, Vyana and Udana.

34. Vahni Tattva— the Igneous element

This Tattva is the fire Tattva, both for lightening and giving heat. It is
the fire within the body’s anatomy, in the form of temperature and for
producing the digestive juices.

35. Salila Tattva—the Aquatic element

This is the water content. This Tattva is the clear and transparent
colourless liquid. It is perfectly neutral in its reaction devoid of taste and
smell. Hence, quite a different Tattva. All the springs and lakes, ponds and
rivers, seas and oceans are therefore, being revered as the Salila/Jala Tattva--
the constituent Tattva of Siva.

36. Prthvi Tattva—the Earth consciousness

The Prthvi Tattva is the Adhara or the baseTattva. It is the first Tattva,
according the Arohana system, to reach to the ultimate Siva Tattva. It is the
place for dwelling, being the base element.

Since Sakti is the reflecting Tattva with other 35 Tattvas. Therefore, the
Tattvas as described in the Para Praveshika are considered to be the
Thatness, which is both S akti and Saktiman. The Agamic rituals are rather
an invocation to these Tattvas through the proper understanding Mother
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Divinity as the Sakti, in every object or manifestation both mundane and
immanent. Be it Saiva or the Sakti admirers, both recognize the quintessence
of the thirty six Tattvas.

Notes and References

1.

10.

11.

Tattva is closely related to the Eatrnity. It is taken as the Dar§ana Sastra. It deals with
the process of manifestation, with rtegard to the universe. The manifestation as is
seen is with form, as such can not be regarded as real, because, it is subject to
mutation. Then Tattva can be said that which does exist, with variety, with name and
form, which are just the constituents of the Divinity.

“Bhinana m Varganam Vargikarana Nimitam Bhati Tattvam”—Isvara Pratyabhijiia-
Vimarsini, Part 2, p192

‘Tat” is closely associated with the concepts of ‘Tatpada’, ‘Tadriipa’, Tattva’,
Tataste, Tad-svarupa Tat-visnu, ‘Tatsama’, ’Tadbhava’, ’Tanmaya’ state of
existence.

The scripture says: —--*“Srjena -Icchaya —Riipa Upadhi Visista Sada Siva. ”
Siva and Sakti are as the universal axis and its rim. Siva is both the material and the

efficient cause of the world; through its Saktis. Embodied souls thus have the
material cause, with soul to evolve and to ascend to the higher realms of Siva.

This is the traditional invocation, to awakenthe faculties of the Spirit, Knowledge
and of the Universal consciousness, which is Siva.

Dr Chaman Lal Raina, ‘Sri Chakreshvara Nirupanam’, Pub : Shakti Sadhana
Kendra, Delhi, 2016

Stksma Srshti or microbe is conscious within every cell, as has been investigated by
the microbiologists, in the medical sciences. The Lalita Sahsranama speaks of
‘Brahma Kita Janani, from Macro to Micro is with the unification of Siva and Sakti
Tattva.

Siva Sitra stands as the spiritual search for seeing the manifestation as of the three
segments within One set. This is, All consciousness, what is termed asJagat
withinTattva.

The term Bhairava has been cpoined for Siva, during the realization of
Abhinavgupta, , while adoring Siva with Bhairava Stotram, ’

The Parmananda Tantra says:
“Prapaficam Vasana Riipa Saktir Iti abhidiiyate
Nisprapaii ca Cidektama Siva Tattvam Samiritam”
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Siva is Sakti, when is in the state or realm of ‘Prapafica’--the essentials of the Pafica-
Tattvas, which are ‘Brahma --Visnu--Rudra- Isvara, Sadasiva’.

This Unknowable Siva, who is Saktiman sprouts in such a manner that Sakti appears
to be different, but in essence both are one and the same, as power-holder and the
power can never be the thought as different.

The illumined Siva realizes within himself the infinite and indescribable Samadhi.
Siva is without any bondage of the relative world.

Following names seem to be more prominent in the Kashmiri heritage, which sound
as The epithet of S iva is the ‘NilaKantha— the name related to the churning of the
ocean and drinking the ‘Halahala’ poison to save the creation. Sambhu’, ‘Siva’,
‘Maheévara’, ‘I$vara’, ‘Sarva’ ‘Sankara’, ° Mrtufijaya’, ‘Ugra’, ‘Sri-Kantha’,
‘Vamadeva’, ‘Maha deva’, ‘Hara’, ‘Gangadhara’, ‘Rudra’.

“I$vara abides in the heart of all creatures”, causing them to be involved and
ultimately to be evolved, according to the Karma by His illusive power. according to
the Bhagvadgita

Bhakti Vilasa, Sloka 4 p. 174

The Amarakosa refers to the forty-eight epithets of I§vara under Svarga-varga:
Sambhuh Ishah Paupati Sivah Suli Mahegvara
I$vara Sarva I$anah Sankara Candra$ ekharah etc.

‘Suddha Vidya Tattva’ then sprouts to the very source of Siva- awareness or
consciousness. The tangible world also seems real, as being the same Siva.

‘Sunyam Bhutalam Ghatabhavah’, thus the Tattva is said to be a bare peice of land,
as a place without jar.

‘Prakrti Tvam Ca Sarvasya Guna Traya-Vibhavini’. — A prayer of Brahma in the
Tantrik Ratri Suktam.

Saundarya-Lahiri of Adi Sankara, ed, S. S. Sastry & T. R. S. Ayyangar, Pub
Theosophical Society, year 1937 Page 51.

Ex-Professor,

Florida International University
2 KHA 19, Shastri Nagar,
AJMER-305001
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Tripuropasana in Tripurarahasyam

Geetha Padmanabhan

3% T: PRSI W=l | Om kdarananandariipini paracinmayi/
forrsTa sifesfesdusfivl  virdjate jagatccitracitradarpanaripint |l

Obeisance to that Nirguna Brahman, the Supreme Consciousness non-
dual Reality, the primal cause, Blissful as the Transcendental Consciousness
shines both as the mirror and the picture like reflection, the Universe.

Sri Vidya e

The Supreme Divine, the Divine Mother, Supreme Consciousness is
the substratum, the abhinna nimitta upadana karana of all that ever
existed, is existing, and will exist too. That Supreme, that Divinity when
it is the Nirguna Brahman, It is static, it is called Siva, and when it is the
Saguna Brahman, It is the dynamic Sakti. He is the Kameswara and She,
the Kameswari. They are the Sat and the Cit. Are they dual? No. They
are the Single non-dual Supreme divinity, that Bindu, the origin of all.
Her abode is the Sr7 Nagaram. Her Knowledge is Sri Vidya, Her
manifestation SriCakra. The Primordial deity is Lalita, also known as
Rajarajeswarit, Shodasi, Tripurd or Tripurasundari. Her knowledge,

Her Upasana, Her mantra, yantra, tantra anustana, everything about Her
is that Supreme sdadhana called Sr7 Vidya. Sakta-Vedanta, Sakta-
Philosophy centres around the Female Principle as the Supreme power
that creates, protects, and dissolves the entire creation. The Saktamana
Samkalpa summarises this in one line;

WRd—asha Ja= giy feufd ger klia™ 1o i e —

1. Tripurarahasyam 1.1
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This tradition is one among the Sanmata, the six fold forms of worship,
categorized by Sankara Bhagavatpada himself. SriVidya tradition is the
timeless age old tradition. We can see evidences in the Rgveda Aranyaka,
Bahvrca saka in 16 Rks.; where-in S'rz'yantra, its origin, its form, the
devatavisesa, SriVidya Mantras, pujapaddhati both outward external
Bhahyapiija and internal Antara Manasapija, its Kamakala Swaripa,
Dhyana, the ultimate goal of the Sadhaka Devi Sayujyam all are well
detailed. Lalita Sahasranamam describes this as ‘Tcaforn Aerforen shferm)’
Bhaskararaya Makhi in his Lalita Sahasranamabhdsyam explains SriVidya
as ‘wmeagEEveResEn’ the very essence of Atmajfianam. Visnu Purdnam
clarifies SriVidya as— ‘a=fen meien Tar fren =@ sivA—aifen RreredmeeT Fefen
starferan <fd ferenae =g

This is the Vidya for Atmasaksatkara, Self-realisation. This supreme
Vidya’s essence is the suddha-Vidya, the SriVidyaPaiicada$aksari, the
Tripurasundari mantra consisting of the sacred 15 syllables. The three
Maha Vidya mantras are the three Tripurasundari mantras invoking the
three deities Bala Tripurasundari, Lalita Tripurasundari, Sodasi or Maha
Tripurasundari . They are the very core of SriVidya.

“ gt WY T o o WieT: T Wel 7 = aF 9|
SRR AT ML HET T2

The paths that gives bhoga does not give moksa, while the paths that
show the road to moksa does not give bhoga but for those Sadhakas who are
practising SriVidya, both bhoga and moksa are in their own hands, so says
the Tantras. The central pivotal point is the Bindu, the single dot that is the
non-dual Siva-Sakti, the Mila Prakrti, the Pardaambha, the T ripura from
which all emanate. Can one define the indefinable source of all? Can we
even attempt to describe the undescribable? Any attempt to grasp that which
is avangmanasagocaram beyond words, thoughts and intellect is beyond the

2. Brahmandapuranam
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reach of anyone. Sanatana Dharma, its Agama Nigama comes to our rescue
here. Srutibhodham, Tantravislesanam, Aptajana Vakyam, Sistacaram are
the guiding principles, that lead the jiva, the S@dhaka from the darkness of
ignorance to light of Devi Sayujyam. For that Lalita MahaTripurasundart
Updsana is the route.

Tripura in LalitaSahasranamam

She is “xl"3, Rg, Yajus and Sama. She is “Bieer’4. All about Her are
defined in forms of threes. She is the “BqU BsFE-=a1” praises the Lalita
Sahasranamam, In the bhasya Bhaskarardya Makhi details that with
pramanas.

“Brgu”s —“fg= gfder: quadeard Braw) gt o siftes 7. fgf
amfafd1”’6  Tripura, the divine is the most ancient, more ancient than even
the Trimurtis, Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra. Hence, She, that Ambika, is

called BT,
Rgeoia- “tesr g B geron fagen =i
A ford qErRETEaw| a9 T et aery Bgu o)’

According to Tripurarnavam , the three Nadis, ida, pingala and

susumnd 1s where Devi is. Devi is the very Prana, the very breath of
anything that breaths. The three flows of Prana through the three Nadis
is the very Devi Tripura Herself. Manas, Buddhi and Cittam Mind,
Intellect and Memory are also puratrayam. Gaudapdda in his Sitra
elaborates this as tritatvabheda Tripura. She is Guna trayam, satva,
rajas and tamas, Murtitrayam, Bala, Lalita. Sodast or Bdla, Candi and
Lalita; She is the Bijatrayam U & . She is Trikonamadyanilaya. The

3. Lalita sahasranamam 875
4. 588

5. Lalita sahasranamam 626
6. Sowbhagyabhaskaram.
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Bindu by itself a Trikona and is encased in a Trikona further in more
triangles. Her Srivantram consists of 44 triangles.

KalikaPuranam says—

PreRtvt Auge =T Ui = B
AN STY TREeR: Weh: qei s ;||
faen gpusfer wif: Brami « ge2
T 3 T TET qATe Brgw wani
Nagaram TR Srinagarar SR
Saktih Ifh: Lalita, Sodast, Tripura, or Tripurasundart
qferan srexht Biga Byl
Yantram I Sriyantram s
Mantram g Bala EI1l
Paiicadast  v=ash
Sodast Sresft
Vidya foren SriVidya ofiferen
> i nueen
PR
Imagecourtesy Internet
PrenomeaferEn
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Tripura in Lagustavi

‘Hey Dev1 calls out Laghubhattaraka when describing the Apara
Swaroopa of the Divine Tripura, shows how everything in the forms of
trines.

S et T e i e

EICoRE R ﬁgﬁlﬂ'ﬂ%ﬁ Trstar autier: |

AfchtrerTd Bren Fafd awg Brermeenl

acd FAgRfd At d dem: i’
.Devatatrayam Brahma, Visnu, Mahesa,
Agnitrayt Garhapatyam, Avahaniyam, Daksindagni
Saktitmyam Iccha, Kriya, Jiiana
Triswara udatta, anudatta, svarita
Trilokyam Bhu: , Swargam, Patalam
Tripadi Tripada Gayatri
Tripuskaram Ganga, Yamund, Saraswati
Trayt Rg, Yajus, Sama
Traya: 3 3§ IThN IhR AR

What that has been expanded in threes, all those are in reality follows
that Tripura. Besides this Vasu, Rudra,and Aditya; Agni, Vayu,and Surya;
Bhauma, Jatara, Padava; Deva, R$i and Pitru; Atma, Antaratma, and
Paramatma; Prakrti, Vikrti and Purusah; dharmarthakama; Bhiita, Bhavisya,
and Vartamana; Trimudra. As Somatilaka in his vyakhya of Lagustavi says,
all triputis are nothing but Tripura. Can one count the triputi of Ambal!

7.  Laghupariicastavi- sl 16
Y § ITF 2
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Tripura in Tripuropanisad

In the bhasya of Tripuropanisad, Bhaskararaya Makhi elaborates
Tripura and Her principles in detail.

“foer: qu: Bren forvaaml”8 “gafaurerssay frgom: sfi wtees see) aw
da “fra: g Buu”19 The Upanishad defines the pradhana devata swariipa
Tripura. Mukti can be in five different ways, Salokya, Samipya, Saripya,

Sayujya and kaivalya. SaktiRahasyam states the required methodology
to gain Mukti. By Karmanustana one gets Salokya. By Pratika or
Vigrahaaradhana one gets the desired Samipya. By sevya sevaka ,
laksya laksana Bhava and Matrubhuddhi Sariapya is gained. By being
stead-fast in the principle of Aham brahmdsmi, one obtains Sayujya.
From Sagunopdasna, immersing the self in Nirgunopasna one gains
Kaivalya Mukti. Yaga or yajia, physical outward worship is the
Karmamarga, SevyaSevakaBhava 1is the Bhaktimarga and the
Nirgunaupdsana is the Jianamarga. All the three paths are symbolised
by Tripatha leading to the wisdom of Devi Tripurd. The Tripathas lead
to three Muktisthanas of Chandraloka, Adityaloka along with
Brahmapadam says Taittariyopanisad. By Tisrah Purah the three
Muktisthanas and Tripatha the three paths of Karma, Bhakti and Jiana
are defined. By fawa=nof, Her paiicakritya of creation, protection, the
dissolution, the covering Tirodhana and Her benevolence, Her Anugraha
are indicated.

Karmas Chandraloka Salokya

Karmas with Adityaloka Samipya, Sarupya, or
Devatopasana Sayujya
Nirgunopasna Brahmapadam Kaivalyam

8. Tripuropanisad 1
9. Bhashya 1
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Tripura in her samasti is the Pard. She, as Santha the combined
power of the three Saktis, Iccd, kriya and Jiana takes care of the
creation. The Pard the Sabda Sakti expands to the trine of Pasyanti,
Madhyama and Vaikari. The Ambika is the Kriya Sakti, the combination
of Vama, Jyesta and Roudri. The Trine of Santha, Para, and Ambika are
themselves the Trine emergence from the Bindu-Cakra denoted by the
“fae: qu: Ben fovaenolt © By these three adjectives, it clearly seen that the
karana, the primal cause of all that exists is nothing but Tripurasundari,
that Tripura herself.

Tripuropasana- The worship of Tripura

“ srrErERTeT sfedeygger 10

SriVidya is practised in two ways one as a Bhayapiija with an external
yantra, or vigraha. The other superior practice of Tripurasundari Vidya is to
practise the KundaliniVidya where the Sddhakd’s body itself is the
Srz'yantmm and his spine the Merudandam, The six cakrdas in the
Merudandam, Devi’s nivasasthanas. By the constant Sadhana, japa, Dhyana
along with breath control of Pranayama, the Sadhaka awakens the
Kundalini, the coiled Sleeping Serpent. From the Miiladhara it climbs step
by step piercing the three Grantis, three knots of Brahma, Visnu, and rudra,
climbing through Ajiia reaches the Sahasrara, the Bindusthana, the thousand
petal lotus blooms and the nectar of bliss drenches the Sadhaka. In
Saktasadhana, in the Merudanda in the SatCakras along with the Sahasrara
all the NavaCakras and the Cakreswaris are invoked. Divine Sriyantra is the
Sadhaka himself. In the Antahkarana yaga the indriyas and the bhoga
bhogya visayas are the homa dravya sadhanas. Citananda $akti is the jwala
and The non-dual Shivabhinna Vimar$atma is the Agni. The Sadaka is the
yajwa. Atmaparoksa is the laksya. This is called the Traipuram, the Saririka
Siddhanta.

10. Lalita Sahasranama
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Bindu N

Ajna
Lambikagra
Vishuddhi

Kameswara-Kameswari

Mahatripurasundari

Anahata

Tripuramalini

Tripurasri
Manipura T
Swddhisthana "
Tripurasundari

Tripureswari

Adhaha Sahasrara ] ]
ripuradevi

Image curtsey internet — Data added

As clearly seen in the picture, The Navacakras have various
manifestations of Tripura as their ruling deity.
“TagHT: Faesmor grrR” 1l “faa: qu T Fershior;” 12

That Bindu, the Yoni expanded as the Navacakras. The single dot,
that Tripura, that Lalita Maha Tripurasundari expands Herself as the
Navayoni Cakras. Through the Single Bindu expands as the trine of
Santa, Ambika and Pard. From that single dot which is the Divine
source of all came all, the Navayonicakra, Navasaktis and all else too.
All the Navasaktis are the Divine Herself. Triputi is the knower,
Knowable and Knowledge all are one and only, Tripura alone. The
Trisaktis, Navasaktis all are Devi Tripura Herself.

11. Tripuropanisad, 2
12. bhashya
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faredt g Rreciae e g8 =
ARG SR |

image CUrtsey internet — Data added

Maha Tripura) Sundart
The Bindu
Trisaktis
Santa Santa Ambika
Vagdevata
Iccha Iccha Brahma,Vama
Kriya Kriya Visnu, Jyestha
Jnana Jnana Rudra, Raudrt
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Navayonicakra,

Cakra Cakresvart Vrtti
Trailokyamohana Tripura Jagrat
Sarvasaparipiiraka Tripuresit Svapna
Sarvasamksobhana Tripurasundart Susupti
Sarvasoubhagyadayaka Tripuravasini Vicara
Sarvarthasadhaka Tripurasri Upasadanam
Sarvaraksakara Tripuramalini Sravana
Sarvarogahara Tripuasiddha Mananam
Sarvasiddhipradha Tripurambha Nidhidhyasanam
Sarvanandamaya Mahatripurasundari | Savikalpasamadhi

Her worship of Navavarana Pija, in her Nine cakras and the tenth
turiyacakra, Her dhyana, everything about Her gives me happiness says
Sahib Kaul. In his Devinamavilasam He surrenders to Tripura and Her
Upasana through the Sahasranama. In his vyakhyd he explains how the very
name of Tripura gives that joy which one cannot get from anywhere else.

PRt e s agearaga:|
Prgtyaram A a=r Afafean3

Her mantrajapa done knowingly or unknowingly blesses even a child.
This is evident from the story of Alarka.

Tripura Rahasyam and Atmajiianam.

One can go on trying to get a grasp of the most beautiful, most powerful
most hypnotizing Tripurasundari, the Atisundara, Atimanohara. Atisoumya
Tripura. To understand that Mystery beyond the Trinity, one has to
transform oneself as Hemalekhda and Hemaciuda of the HaritayanaSamhita.
Datta Bhargava samvdada that enlightens is the Tripurd Rahasya, the secret
of Self-Realisation. Tripuropasana. The ultimate goal of Tripuropdsana is

13. Devinamavilasam 6.31
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merging into that one and only Divine Tripura. The path and the
methodology is as taught by Hemalekha to Hemaciida and as practised by
Hemaciida. The wife initiates the husband the prince into Srividya worship.
After 12 years of intense Sadand, Updsana and a furthur enquiry within
leads the Prince into the arms of the divine, the divine merger, the
Atmajnanam, the ultimate Self-realisation. That secret of the Sacred Truth
gained by Hemaciida through Hemalekha has come down to us through
Sumedha. Sumedha in his previous birth as a child had repeated the Bala
Vak Bijam € without the Bindu. Alarka in his rebirth as Sumedha is blessed
with Tripura Rahasya and he inturn hands it down to mankind by that very
Divine Grace of Tripura. Tripura Rahasyam is found within Brahmanda
Purana in Lalitopakhyana. It’s aim is the rare Sakta-Vedanta. Upasana is
the marga but advaita is the apeksa. The Samhita, the Book in 12000 slokas
is in three parts Mahatmya khanda, Caryd khanda and Jnana Khanda. 1t is
the nectarine shower Amrtadhard from the Divine. Carya khanda is lost to
time and talks of the Acarana for the Tripuropasana. Mahdatmyam is
Deviprabhdavam and Jiiana Khanda the True knowledge, the Jiiana when
gained all else dissolves. Samsdra Sagara, the bondages of life, the
Kartavyam, the obligatory duties, the ordained actions, Karma and
Karmaphala, the actions and reaction initiated due to ignorance and desire
all dissolve once the Knowledge and Wisdom of 7ripurd dawns.
GuruParampara in SriVidya is very important. The knowledge was handed
down to Sage Dattatrya by Lord Siva. Datta Muni handed it over to Avadiita
Mahatma Samvarta who in turn taught it to Parasurama. From Parasurama
it came to Sumedhas. The knowledge dawns after an intense of tapasya, the
Upasana Srividya. The knowledge of Tripura is that She is the changeless
eternity, the one and only substratum of all the three states of Jagrat, Svapna
and Susupti, the three states of sleep, dream and waking. The undercurrent
consciousness, is the ever changeless, timeless, pure, Supreme, unbound,
unaffected called as Sri Tripura is none other than one’s own Self.
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Tripuropasanda done even with no true understanding what the mantra and
Updsand 1s about, a mere repetition done unknowingly by a even child
bestows the Knowledge beyond which nothing more is to be gained.

“gor sfiTEun Wi et
UTGUATSEAT TR g R’ 14
It all begins with a poser by Bhargava to Samvarta “H&av TeSex™: .
And Samvarta’s counter poser “ your query of ‘who are you’, the word ‘¥’
‘you’ is a meaningless both taken in the literal sense or in the non-literal,
meaning where is the question of ‘@H and 3@’ , where is the duality?

“ e wem: faedworEag gam

T TETAvRAATA Sep TEtaRtetenTl” 1S
“FTe FRUMEE qEATeERS | &l
T | 7 T gy shfouar sgenty @’ 16
“FIgtl TR AeRaTASTHIIS: |
YA TATCHNIE AT dll” 17
“PgraTaTEEE AT @l
T ST haTgRa ATl 18

Samvarta taking this opportunity initiates Parasurama in to
adyatmavidya through Tripuropasana. The Divine worship is always for
dissolving our Karma and gaining citta suddhi. Only when one reduces ones
vasanas and karmaphala of both punya and papa, one becomes eligible for
the Atmajiiana. Lalita Sahasranamam says—She is “fgar gaafsiar’. Worship
of the Divine Tripura, SriVidopasana is one where worship itself turns the
worshipper towards Self-realisation. Datta Guru shows the path by which
the grace of Tripura is attained and true knowledge realised. When the Rajas

14. Tripurd Rahasyam 1.5

15. Tripura Rahasyam Mahatmya Khandam 4.29
16. 4.32

17. 4.52

18. 4.65
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and tamas are ruling the mind, when Moha, Maya, delusions are drowning
us the parable of Sakhi is used to dissolve all the confusions and clears the
mind of true seeker. The story is woven where the Bliss eternal, the natural
state absolute, Sat-cit-anandam is forgotten by the Pure Consciousness in the
transcendental state and is buffeted by ignorance. It reverts back to the
original natural state only after discrimination and investigation.
Investigation is the only light that drives away the darkness of delusion.

BEE L INERINER RS S S EU

T e WA aanaraem il 19

“ oAty g wreste: sy« Fdem

T e ATRTEASAUT Giehid-el” 20

“ehaet ferfamrerreat Proumrerstauiig)

Feans e forehTeaT TaTersgaToReTeToT: 11”21

Worship of the Primal cause as Tripura is the beginning point.

Understanding her truth and the wisdom that Tripura means perfection.
Perfection is realisation of all as the Self. The undifferentiated Brahman
signified by Aum and That Brahman alone manifests itself as Sat-Cit-
Anandaswarupini as that Tripura is the Nirguna and Saguna. The Bimba
and the Pratibimba are no two different things. The self and the Jiva are
one and the same. That is Devi Sayujyam. That is the principle, the
mystery of Tripura, the riddle of Self-realisation. As long as the
Sddhaka 1s bound to the thoughts of the body there is bondage. Once that
is dissolved then there is freedom from bondage, he transcends the
imagined division and bondage of life and attains absolute Liberation
and merges into the Divine Tripura.

“J Frensfea 7 wrensRea ;@ T A
FEAVSTFA TS R AT

19. Tripura Rahasyam Jiana 2.69
20. 2.72
21. 4.94
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Liberation is the natural state of Consciousness, which is Tripura, the
mystery beyond the Trinity, the mystic bijam, gHl|

Muthuswamy Dikshita was a great Srividyopdsaka early 18" century
who has sung a lot on the Divine Devi. His Kamalamba Navavarana
Kirtanas  are living tradition in both the musical platforms and
Srividyopasand. At the end of the nine songs at the end in the Mantra
Kirtana, he summerizes his desire and the core path of the Srividyopdsand.
He calles out to that Divine “ Oh,Rajarajeswari, Hey Maha Tripurasundart,
Lalita Bhattarika grant me the boon of Videha Kaivalyam quikly rather
immediately, instantly and release me from the bondage , the bondage of
Samsara and protect me.”

TS TATHHSTHEHISH S|
Blessed are we under the Anugraha Chaya of Tripura,
Blessed are we our actions are guided by Tripura,
Blessed are we our thoughts are forever in Glory of Tripura,
Blessed forever will we be as we are the children of Tripura.

S
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