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ToF1 AT HITHGART T g 1| 8-2111

TS @ Hoefd 7 I: el 0 | - 47770%,8 /21, 223

“The striking difference between the brief definition of the sixfold Yoga in chapter 1 (Ksemargja), and
the transformation of the astanga-yoga of Pataiijali is that in the first the theistic aspect is in the
foreground, and the identification of Yoga with aradhana, thus a kind of dualistic worship. In chapter
VIII, devoted to para-dhyana, both these aspects are absent, and Yoga is neither understood as a
(dualistic) practice, much less a dualistic worship, it is beyond any objectification (of Siva as a tattva
or as a goal). Therefore, the extremely brief definition of para-dhyana in chapter VI is fitting: param
sarvatmakam, "the supreme (meditation) is universal", which Ksemaraja clarifies as of supreme non-
duality (paramadvayam) (p. 127)”.-The Yoga of Netratantra, Bettina Baumar, page- 73 .
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ST FT FAPTH Z91, ST FRHRT JIATTH TR AT, Fasiier TR, 305, |
ST FT FHPTH 791, I HRHR] RITHH GRS § AT, Fastiad W&, 306 |
FPHR FIAIZTarE 31 Ge7 SR, F17T, Fashad Wantl, 2091

“The section on astanga-yoga placed at the level of para-dhyana contains its essential practice, lifted

from the Patanjali scheme, whose terminology is followed by the Netra, to a higher, transcendent
level: in the words of Ksemarajalokottaradrstyapratipadya (on 8.16).

He thereby implies that astanga in the system of Patafijali is progressive in stages, whereas in the light
of the non-dualism of Consciousness (cidadvaya), each stage is already a participation in the final
goal. Even then the transcendental view of each anga follows the logic contained in it and connects

with the original meaning by lifting it up to the higher level”. - The Yoga of Netratantra Bettina
Baumar, page- 73.
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Paficaratra Agama and its Epigraphical Presence

Dr. Pankaj Kumar Mishra

Abstract

The PaficaratraAgama, one of the most influential and philosophically sophisticated
and ritually branches of the Vaisnava tradition, occupies a central position within the
broader Agamic framework of Hindu religious thought and practice. Organised around
the four domains of Jiana, Yoga Kriya, and Carya,it articulates a comprehensive
theological and ritual system grounded in the supremacy of Vasudeva and expressed
through the celebrated doctrines of Bhakti and the Caturvyitha. While textual sources
delineate the metaphysical and liturgical structures of this tradition, it is the
extensiveEpigraphical archive that offers the most concrete historical testimony to its
institutional presence, ritual authority, and socio-cultural impact. Inscriptions from
Besnagar, Ghosundi, Mora, Nanaghat, Udayagiri, and numerous South Indian temple
sites portray a dynamic religious movement supported by royal patronage, integrated with
temple administration and embedded in the devotional life of diverse communities. The
epigraphsilluminate the early prominence ofVasudeva-Sankarsana worship, the evolution
of Pafcaratra iconography, the interactions, sometimes collaborative, sometimes
competitive, between Paficaratra and Vaikhanasa traditions, and the role of Acaryas,
scholars, and ritual specialists in sustaining its theological and institutional frameworks.
Far from being a peripheral or heterodox development, the Paficaratra emerges through
inscriptions as a Veda-affirming, socially routed and widely diffusedVaisnava system,
whose doctrinal and ritual, theological, and institutional dimensions shaped the religious
landscape of early and classical India. The epigraphic record thus serves as an
indispensable lens through which the historical depth, cultural vitality, and doctrinal
coherence of the PaficaratraAgama are vividly illuminated.

This article offers a detailed exposition of the Paficaratra system as reflected in
Indian epigraphy and analyses its historical, ritual, and theological implications.
Keywords

Paiicaratra Agama, Vaisnavism, Epigraphy, Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Caturvyiiha,
Bhagavata tradition, Agamic literature, South Indian inscriptions, Gupta period,
iconography
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Introduction

Since the Vedic period, the Hindu religious landscape has been shaped by three
principal Agamic systems, Vaisnava, Saiva, and Sakta. Within the Vaisnava canon, two
major streams are traditionally recognised: the Paficaratra and the Vaikhanasa schools.

The Agamic corpus universally structures its subject matter around four
foundational categories:Jfiana, Yoga, Kriya, and Carya.
1. Jiana denotes the metaphysical and philosophical knowledge that ultimately
leads to liberation (Mukti).

2. Yoga concerns itself with contemplative disciplines that cultivate
concentration and inner realisation.

3. Kriya encompasses ritual action, ranging from the foundational tasks of
temple construction to the elaborate procedures involved in consecrating
sacred images.

4. Carya pertains to the regulated performance of daily worship, observance of
ritual duties, and celebration of festivals and sacred rites.

In a number of Paficaratra Samhitas, the material is condensed into two principal
divisions viz. the Jiiana-kanda and the Kriya-kanda. Notably, most Agama Sambhitas
present an extensive elaboration of the practical domains, particularly the sections on
Kriya and Carya, which constitute the operative core of ritual life. In other words,
Several Paficaratra Samhitas condense these into the Jiana-kanda and Kriya-kanda,
though in practice the Agamic tradition privileges Kriya and Carya, forming the
operative core of temple ritual.

The Paficaratra Agama presents a theologically sophisticated form of Vaisnavism
centred on Vasudeva. According to the Visnu Purana, Visnu possessing the six divine
excellences (sadguna) is called as Bhagavatl, and his adherents are known as
Bhdgavatas. The central tenet of Vaisnavism is Bhakti, a concept that receives extensive
philosophical elaboration in the texts belonging to the Paficaratra system.

For the Paiicaratrins, the supreme deity is Vasudeva, and it is He who reveals the
doctrines that constitute the Paficaratra system. While traditional enumerations mention
108 Paificaratra Samhitas, manuscript surveys identify as many as 215 works?of which
only thirty-two have been critically published.

A distinctive hallmark of Paficaratra thought is the doctrine of the Caturvyiiha
(fourfold manifestation), Vasudeva’s emanation into Sankarsana, Pradyumna, and
Aniruddha. It’s Supreme Reality, conceived as the personal God manifesting under
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different names and forms. Consequently, all four manifestations are enshrined iconically
within temples, where each receives equal ritual veneration.

Although some scholars, such as van Butanen and Smith, have critiqued the system
for deviating from Vedic ritualism, textual evidence, including Vedic attestations of early
sacrificial practices, clearly establishes that the Paficaratra is not anti-Vedic. Its reduced
emphasis on Srauta ritual reflects not rejection but a devotional reorientation wherein
affective and experiential aspects of worship supersede elaborate Vedic Yajiias. Hence,
the tradition remains fundamentally Veda-affirming, with Bhakti serving as the principal
spiritual pathway. That is to say, critics like JAB Van Butanen, Smith Daniel, etc., have
argued that although the Pafcaratra system may be rooted in the Vedic tradition, it
diverges from the Vedic ritual system, particularly the Yajiias. However, textual evidence
clearly disproves this claim. Vedic sources themselves attest that Yajiias were performed
even at the inception of this tradition, thus invalidating the criticisms that portray
Paficaratra as anti-Vedic or dismissive of Vedic Karma-kanda. While Paficaratra does not
emphasise elaborate Vedic ritualism, this is not indicative of rejection; rather, it reflects
its inherent devotional orientation.® As a tradition fundamentally centered on emotionally
grounded devotion, the Paficaratra system naturally prioritises the experiential and
affective dimensions of worship such as the various forms of Bhakti over the technical
intricacies of Vedic ritual procedures. This shift in emphasis must not be misconstrued as
a distancing from Vedic practices.

The Paficaratra is, therefore, rightly understood as Vedic in origin, with Bhakti serving
as the principal means for devotees and spiritual aspirants to attain their highest goal.4

Meaning of the Paricardtra

The expression Paficaratra has long been a subject of debate among philosophers
and scholars. Owing to the diversity of explanations found within Paficaratra literature
and other scriptural sources, Western scholars like Schroder, Van Butanen and Daniel
Smith etc. have often concluded that the term lacks a single, definitive meaning. While
some Western scholars regard the term as indeterminate, a careful examination reveals a
coherent semantic framework grounded in the tradition itself.

The Santiparva of the Mahabharata® offers one well-known interpretation: it
derives Paiicaratra from a system that encompasses the four Vedas along with
Samkhya-yoga, declaring that this Mahopanisad was revealed directly from the mouth
of Bhagavan Narayana. Alternatively, the Narada Pahcaratra interprets Ratra as
Knowledge (Jiiana), identifying five subjects : mukti, bhukti, yoga, visaya (the world),
and ultimately the nature of the Supreme.® These five make it the Paricaratra system.The
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ISvara Samhita provides yet another explanation. It states that this doctrine was
imparted by the Supreme Lord to five sages, Sandilya, Aupagayana, Mauiijayana,
Kausika, and Bharadvaja over the course of five consecutive nights, which is why it
came to be known as Paiicaratra.’

The Prasna Samhita (IL.40) explains an etymological explanation where Ratra
signifies ignorance and Parica (from Pac, “to cook/destroy”) as the destruction of
ignorance. Thus, Pdaficaratra denotes that which destroys ignorance.

The Agni Purana (XXIX.7) and the Parama Samhita® define Pasica through
cosmological constituents, carrying the Parica-mahabhiitas (five elements), Ahamkara
(individuation), Buddhi (intellect), and Avyakta (the un-manifested) as the Ratra, the
composite body or field of the Purusa. Hence, the system is termed Pdricardtra as it
explicates these fivefold foundations.

The explanation offered by the Ahirbudhnya Samhita (64.6), one of the most
ancient and authoritative Pancaratra texts, is widely accepted among scholars. This text
defines Paricaratra as the doctrine that recognises the five modes of divine manifestation:
Para (transcendent), Antaryamin (immanent), Vyiiha, Vibhava, and Arca (iconic
form). A system that expounds these five manifestations is aptly designated Paricaratra.

The multiplicity of explanations reflects exegetical richness rather than semantic
ambiguity. Traditionally, the doctrine is said to have originated from the five-faced Siva,
who revealed it to Parvati, the daughter of the mountain. It subsequently manifests as the
supreme principle of Vasudeva. As an Agama, Paficaratra encompasses seven classical
domains: creation, dissolution, deity-worship, means of attainment, expiatory rites, six-
fold ritual procedures, and four forms of meditation, indicating the comprehensive nature
of its theological system and therefore came to be known as the Paficaratra Agama’, a
system rich in meaning, philosophical depth, and doctrinal clarity.

Consequently, the Paficaratra Agama deals with all seven of these aspects
comprehensively both in depth and in detail demonstrating the extraordinary range and
sophistication of its scriptural theology.

Epigraphical Presence of the Paficaratra

Epigraphic inscriptions engraved on stone, metal plates, pillars, and other durable
materials serve as one of the most reliable sources for reconstructing the religious and
cultural history of Ancient India. Beyond administrative purposes, inscriptions function
as durable witnesses to ritual practices, patronage structures, doctrinal preferences, and
institutional networks. As primary archaeological sources, these inscriptions offer an
authentic glimpse, invaluable data on socio-political realities, ritual practices, and
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theological movements into the ideological and institutional developments of the past.
Their significance is therefore manifold: historically, they reconstruct chronological
events; philosophically, they illuminate the changing contours of religious thought; and
sociologically, they portray cultic activities, ritual practices, and devotional affiliations.
Within this Epigraphical landscape, the Paficaratra tradition appears with striking
frequency, enabling a reconstruction of its development from early Vrsni cults to a fully
established Agamic system.Within this broad domain of Indian Epigraphy, the Paficaratra
tradition, one of the earliest and most influential Vaispava systems, finds repeated
attestation, thus enabling scholars to trace its evolution from early cultic roots to a fully
developed theological framework.

The Paficaratra Agama, one of the most influential and philosophically nuanced
traditions within Vaisnavism, occupies a central position in the religious, ritual, and cultural
history of the Akhanda Bharata. While its theological foundations are articulated in the
extensive corpus of Paficaratra Sambhitas, its socio-historical vitality and institutional
embeddedness are preserved with remarkable clarity in Epigraphical records across centuries.
These inscriptions, engraved on stone, metal plates, temple walls, coins, and foundation
charters, serve not merely as administrative documents but as cultural artefacts encapsulating
the religious preferences, ritual systems, institutional structures, and doctrinal affiliations of
the time. Epigraphy therefore becomes an indispensable medium for reconstructing the
historical spread, ritual authority, and lived experience of the Paficaratra tradition."’

Inscriptions provide what may be termed “frozen moments” of cultural history precise,
yet representative snapshots of the ritual, political, and theological milieu within which a
tradition existed. The epigraphical presence of the Paficaratra is attested from the early
centuries of the ADs, particularly in regions where Vaispava worship assumed an
institutionalised, temple-oriented form. Numerous Tamil, Telugu, and Kannada inscriptions
refer to Pafcaratra rituals, teachers, temple functionaries, and the administrative rights
accorded to them by monarchs and local elites."! When these records are studied alongside
textual sources such as the Jayakhya, Padma, and Ahirbudhnya Samhitas, one witnesses the
translation of theological ideals into functional institutional practice.

Inscriptions from North Indian sites such as Besnagar, Ghosundi, Mora, Nanaghat,
and Udayagiri, as well as an extensive South Indian corpus from Pallava, Cdla, Hoysala,
and Vijayanagara territories, document the presence of Paficaratra rituals, acaryas, temple
functionaries, and scriptural experts. Many explicitly prescribe that temple rites be
conducted according to the Paricaratra-vidhi, attesting to its recognised ritual authority.
The well-known competition between Paficaratra and Vaikhanasa traditions,
particularly in Tirumala, Kanchipuram, Srirangam, and Melkote, is meticulously
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recorded in inscriptions outlining ritual rights, revenue shares, and administrative
privileges.

Several temple inscriptions explicitly state that the ritual procedures (Kriya,
Paddhati, Utsava-vidhi) must be executed according to the Paiicaratra-vidhi, thus
establishing its normative authority within major Vaisnava shrines.'? The competition
and coexistence between the Paficaratra and the Vaikhanasa traditions visible in
inscriptions from Tirumala, Kanchipuram, Srirangam, and Melkote further testify to the
high prestige enjoyed by the Paficaratra in both liturgical and administrative domains.
Many records meticulously delineate the ritual duties (Niyoga-s) of Paficaratra acaryas,
their financial entitlements, and the shares (Parnkati-s) they received in temple revenues,
indicating the formal institutionalisation of this Agamic system.13

Epigraphs attest to temple-based scholastic institutions where Paficaratra Sambhitas
were recited, preserved, and taught. Grants supported Brahmins, Bhagavatas, and
Agama-panditas responsible for ritual supervision, theological instruction, and temple
management, demonstrating that Paficaratra temples functioned as vibrant centres of
learning. Several inscriptions describe the Paficaratra as Vaidika-sammata or samyak-
agama, publicly asserting its consonance with Vedic norms, an important theological and
political claim within a milieu occasionally critical of Agamic traditions.

Another salient feature of Pafcaratra Epigraphy is its reflection of the tradition’s
inclusive devotional culture. Donations came from a wide spectrum of society including
kings, feudatories, merchant guilds, women-patrons, and local communities."* The
inscriptions record contributions of musicians, dancers, cooks, artisans, and temple
servants, whose roles were integrated into the broader ritual-thematic framework of
Paficaratra worship. This suggests that while the tradition is grounded in complex
theological principles such as Vyitha, Mantra, and Arca, its lived religious culture
remained accessible and participatory.

Theological self-understanding also emerges clearly in epigraphs that describe the
Paficaratra as Vaidika-sammata or Samyak-agama, affirming its consonance with Vedic
principles.15 These declarations, often engraved in temples patronised by powerful
dynasties, indicate an awareness of the need to articulate the agama’s legitimacy within
the broader Brahmanical framework, especially in light of classical debates concerning
the Vedic or non-Vedic status of Agamic traditions. Such inscriptions functioned not only
as religious affirmations but also as political assertions designed to stabilise ritual
authority in public space.

Taken collectively, the Epigraphical presence of the Paficaratra Agama forms a
historically continuous archive preserving the dynamic evolution of this Vaisnava
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system. It reveals how complex theological doctrines were embodied in temple ritual,
administrative norms, and social structures, shaping the lived religious experience of
large communities across centuries. Through inscriptions, one perceives the Pancaratra
not as a static scriptural system but as a vibrant, socially embedded, and politically
endorsed tradition whose influence extended from textual theory to everyday devotional
life. Epigraphy thus stands as one of the most reliable witnesses to the enduring cultural
and spiritual significance of the Paficaratra across Indian history.

These Epigraphs, often terse yet authoritative preserve invaluable data about
sectarian developments, ritual practices, patronage networks and the diffusion of
theological ideas. From a religio-political and socio-philosophical perspective, they
provide direct, contemporaneous testimony that textual sources alone cannot offer.
Within this vast corpus, references to Vasudeva, Sankarsana, and associated Vrsni hero
figures central to the Paficaratra system are of exceptional importance for tracing the
early formation and institutional consolidation of this tradition.'®

Several inscriptions from the second and first centuries BC attest to the worship of
Vasudeva and Sankarsana in shrines dedicated specifically to them, the earliest deities
associated with the Vrsni cult, which later became foundational to the Paficaratra system.
The most celebrated among these is the Besnagar (Heliodorus) Pillar Inscription of the
2nd century BC. This inscription identifies Vasudeva with Krsna and records a Garuda-
dhvaja in honour of Bhagavan Vasudeva."” erected by Heliodorus, son of Dion, and a
native of Taksasila, who served as the envoy of the Indo-Greek king Antialkidas at the
court of King Kasiputra Bhagabhadra. Significantly, Heliodorus describes himself as a
Bhagavata, providing the earliest definitive epigraphic evidence of the Bhagavata-
Vasudeva'® cult and its appeal beyond Indian ethnic boundaries. It stands as the first
concrete inscriptional proof of the popularity and prestige of early Vaisnavism among
both Indians and foreigners, demonstrating its trans-regional and cross-cultural appeal
well before the Christian era.

A first-century BC inscription gives precedence to Sankarsana in the dvandva
compound Sarnkarsana-Vasudevabhyam, and designates both deities as Bhagavata and
Sarvesvara (Lord of All),” demonstrating the well-established pairing of the two
divinities in public worship and their recognition as supreme deities. This reflects the
early theological elevation of Samkarsana within the Vrsni-Paficaratra framework.

The Nanaghat Cave Inscription of Queen Nayanika (late 1st century BC) invokes

them with the phrase Namo Sankarsana-Vasudevanam® indicating the joint veneration of
these deities. Naganika’s royal lineage, the Satavahana ruler, is associated with several
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Vedic sacrifices, including the Asvamedha, suggesting that devotion to these deities was
integrated into elite religious life without contradiction to Srauta ritualism.

Another inscription of the 1st century BC discovered at Ghosundi (Rajasthan)
records the construction of a stone enclosure (Narayana-vatika) for the images of
Vasudeva and Sankarsana. Remarkably, the donor was a Saiva devotee who performed
the Asvamedha,” indicating a remarkable degree of religious interaction and mutual
influence between Vaisnavas and Saivas at this early stage. This reflects sectarian
syncretism and the broad appeal of the Vasudeva—Sankarsana cult even among non-
Vaisnava ritualists.

An important inscription from Mora (near Mathura), 1st century AD records the
installation of images of the five Vrsni heroes (paficavirah) by a woman named Tosa.?
Liders identified these heroes as Baladeva, Akrira, Anadhrsti, Sarana, and Vidiratha
using Jain sources.” However, J.N. Banerjee, assisted by a passage from the Vayu
Purana, identified them instead as Baladeva, Vasudeva, Samba, Pradyumna, and
Aniruddha, the core figures of later Paficaratra theology,* precisely the figures connected
with the Caturvytha and its extended emanational lineage. This inscription confirms the
prominence of the Vrsni heroes in sacred installations and their association with early
Vaisnava cults.

A noteworthy inscription from Burhikhar (Bilaspur district, Madhya Pradesh),
dated to the 1st century BC, records that a lady named Prajavati donated a four-armed
image of Bhagavan Vasudeva. The deity is described as Caturbhuji Bhagavan, holding
the conch and mace in his additional hands, while the primary hands are joined in afijali
mudra, representing devotion an early articulation of the iconic and ritual motifs later
standardised in Paficaratra iconography.® This inscription demonstrates not only the early
presence of the four-armed iconography but also the personal piety and agency of women
in the spread of the cult.

A later but significant inscription from Udayagiri (402 AD) refers to the
reconstruction of a Bhdgavata shrine, testifying to the sustained worship of Paficaratra-
related deities well into the Gupta era.?

From the fourth century AD onward, epigraphic references to Vaisnavism and
specifically to Bhagavata/Paficaratra elements become increasingly abundant, reflecting
the expanding influence of the Paficaratra tradition. Gupta-period inscriptions frequently
describe the grandeur of Vaispava temples, reflecting the flourishing and imperial
patronage of the tradition.

The Gadhwa Stone Inscription (468 AD) mentions the installation of an image of
Anantasvamin, identified with the serpent-deity Se,sa-Sankar,sana, showing the
theological integration of Sanikarsana with the cosmic serpent motif.’
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An inscription from the late 15" century AD near Gaudhi(Guwahati) refers to the
construction of a cave temple dedicated to Bhagavat Balabhadra Svamin,”® again linking the
Pancaratra and attesting to the spread of early Vaisnava cults in northeastern India as well.

Numismatic iconography evidence also corroborates this spread. Coins from Taxila
bear the emblem of Sankarsana® and a coin of Visnumitra of the Paficala line (1st century
AD) depicts a figure of Visnu,” suggesting that Vaisnava iconography was current in
political symbolism.

Several Gupta and post-Gupta inscriptions, including those of Pravarasena II,
Skandagupta, and the copperplate grant of Prabhavati Gupta (daughter of Candragupta
I), use titles such as Bhagavata, Parama-bhdgavata, and Atyanta-bhagavad-bhakta.
These designations unmistakably point to the influence of Bhagavata-Pancaratra
doctrines at the highest echelons of political power.”

In South India, inscriptions from the 9th to 11™centuries mention Vaikhanasa
priests and their interactions with powerful local patrons, some of whom may have been
following Paficaratrika practices. The competition between the Pafcaratra and
Vaikhanasa traditions is evident in the texts, which suggests both were prominent enough
in temple life to be vying for patronage.

Inscriptions from ancient Cambodia (Khmer inscriptions) offer extensive and early
documentation of the Paficaratra system. These Sanskrit inscriptions reveal the influence
of Pancaratra philosophical and theological conceptions and specifically mention the
“five timely observances”(Paricakala), demonstrating the wide geographic reach and
practical application of the tradition beyond the Indian subcontinent.

Temple inscriptions often detail provisions made for worship, specific offerings
(Havis), and the duties of priests (Devakarman), which align with the organisational and
ritual rules prescribed in the Paficaratra and other Agamic texts.

A notable Kushana seal-matrix attributed to Huviska depicts a four-armed Visnu
carrying Sankha, cakra, gada, and a ring-like object (in place of the lotus), illustrating the
emergence of stable iconographic conventions associated with CaturbhujaVisnu. This
device anticipates later Paficaratra iconography.” Kumara Gupta I is also described as a
devoted follower of the Bhagavata tradition, as evidenced by the Bhitari and Gadhwa
inscriptions,” both of which open with invocations to Visnu and style the king as Parama-
Bhagavata, indicating Gupta royal endorsement of Bhagavata-Paficaratra traditions.

Archaeological excavations at Ahicchatra, Bhita, Rajghat, Basarh, and Paharpur
have yielded terracotta seals depicting Visnu, Laksmi, Surya, and their emblems. Several
seals bear the Vaisnava formula orir namo bhagavate vasudevaya, confirming that the
theological vocabulary associated with Paficaratra worship was already well established.*
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Conclusion

Last but not least, these inscriptions, coins, seals, and archaeological finds provide
compelling evidence that the Paficaratra system was not merely an abstract theological
construction but a vibrant, institutionally rooted religious movement. The cumulative
epigraphic record reveals that the Pancaratra tradition was historically vibrant long before the
crystallisation of its agamic literature. The inscriptions not only confirm the antiquity of
Vasudeva and Samkarsana worship but also document the evolution of iconography, the
formation of the Vyuha doctrine, and the broad acceptance of Bhagavata-Paficaratra thought
across social strata and political powers. These findings decisively establish the Paficaratra as
a historically grounded and widely diffused religious system of early and classical India. By
the early centuries BC, it had already taken recognisable shape, and by the Gupta era, it had
achieved widespread prestige, sophisticated iconography, and extensive royal patronage. The
epigraphic record thus demonstrates that the Paficaratra was a fully developed and socially
influential system during the periods represented by these inscriptions.
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The Cultural Imprint of the Paficaratra Agama

Sakshi Kumari

Abstract

The Paficaratra Agama, one of the most influential currents within the Vaisnava
scriptural tradition, has played a formative role in shaping the religious and aesthetic
culture of India. Far beyond its ritual and theological foundations, the Paficaratra system
has left a deep and enduring imprint on temple architecture, iconography, the performing
arts, devotional music, and literary expression across regions and centuries.

A distinctive iconographic heritage emerges from the Pafcaratra corpus, as
evidenced in sculptural traditions throughout the subcontinent. Canonical Samhitas,
particularly the Sattvata, Pauskara, and Jayakhya, describe complex forms such as the
Caturvimsatimiirti, the Vaikuntha Caturmirti, and various multi-armed manifestations of
Visnu. These visual programmes, often accompanied by panels of the Vrsni-viras,
demonstrate a sophisticated theological imagination in which cosmology, mythology, and
ritual aesthetics are intricately woven together.

The influence of the Paicaratra is equally evident in the sphere of music and
devotional performance. Its emphasis on bhakti contributed to the evolution of liturgical
singing traditions, Kirtana, Namasamkirtana, and temple-based musical repertoires. The
compositions of the Alvars in Tamil Nadu, the Bargeet of Sankaradeva in Assam, the
Bhajans of Narsi Mehta in Gujarat, and the Padas of Surdasa and Mirabai in North India
collectively illustrate how Paficaratra-inspired Vaisnava devotion transcended linguistic
and regional boundaries.

Parallel developments unfolded in Indian dance and dramatic traditions. Forms such as
Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Manipuri, Mohiniyattam, and the Rasalila of Braj draw extensively
on the Paficaratra’s theological motifs, narrative structures, and iconographies centred on
Krsna-Vasudeva as the supreme aesthetic and divine ideal. Literary culture, both poetic and

prose, likewise bears abundant testimony to the enduring presence of the Caturvyiiha doctrine
and the numerous mythic-theological forms articulated in Paficaratra texts.
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Bringing together archaeological evidence, epigraphic records, and textual sources,
this study examines the multidimensional impact of the Paficaratra on India’s religious
arts. It further highlights the tradition’s significant role in shaping classical Vaisnava
schools, especially the Visistadvaita system of Ramanuja. Even today, the Paficaratra
remains an operative liturgical framework in temples across India and in global diaspora
communities. Overall, this paper argues that the Paficaratra Agama is not merely a ritual
or doctrinal system, but a foundational cultural force that continues to mould the religious
imagination and artistic creativity of Bharatavarsa.

This paper examines the multifaceted impact of the Paficaratra system on Indian art
and culture with specific focus on temple architecture, consecration rituals, iconography,
music, dance-drama traditions, and literary production. Drawing on archaeological
findings, epigraphic evidence, iconographic texts such as the Sattvata, Pauskara, and
Jayakhya Samhitas, and later devotional developments, this study demonstrates that the
Caturvytha theology and ritual system of the Paficaratra left an indelible mark on India’s
religious arts. The article also highlights how this Agamic tradition informed the
evolution of classical Vaisnava schools, particularly the Visistadvaita of Ramanuja, and
continues to be an operative liturgical system in India and diaspora communities today.

Keywords: Paricaratra, Caturvyitha, Iconography, Temple Architecture, Vaisnavism,
Bhakti, Indian Culture.

Introduction

The Paficaratra tradition occupies a distinctive and enduring position within the
vast and multifaceted landscape of Hindu religio-philosophical thought. As one of the
two principal Vaisnava Agamic systems, alongside the Vaikhanasa, it has shaped the
ritual imagination, temple culture, and theological developments of Vaisnavism for more
than two millennia.

While the Pafcaratra corpus is traditionally regarded as a divine revelation
imparted by Narayana to the sages during the primordial nocturnal cycle (Paficaratra), its
historical formation reflects a sophisticated confluence of Vedic, Tantric, Puranic, and
regional currents of religious experience. The system elaborates an intricate framework
encompassing ontology, cosmology, Mantra-Sastra, iconography, temple construction,
ritual procedure (Kriyd), and devotional praxis, thereby offering a comprehensive and
authoritative paradigm for the worship of Visnu and his emanations.

Although the theological and ritual foundations of the Pafcaratra have been
preserved in its vast textual corpus, comprising Samhitas, Tantras, and exegetical
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commentaries, the epigraphical record provides an equally compelling lens for tracing the
historical diffusion and socio-cultural integration of the tradition. Inscriptions, by virtue
of their public, durable, and institutional character, illuminate not only the geographical
reach of Paficaratra influence but also its deep embedded-ness in royal patronage, temple
economy, craft guilds, land-grant networks, and the religious practices of local
communities. Copper plates, stone slabs, charters, and temple wall inscriptions preserve
valuable references to Paricaratra-sastra, Bhagavata-dacaryas, Paficayatana-based rituals,
consecration ceremonies, and the installation of icons according to Pafcaratra
prescriptions. Such material evidence attests to the presence of Paficaratra liturgy in
major sacred centres including Kafici, Srirangam, Melkote, Tirumala, and various regions
of Andhra, Karnataka, Odisha, and Nepal.

The significance of these epigraphical sources lies not merely in their ability to
corroborate textual narratives, but in their capacity to reveal the lived history of religious
traditions. Through them, one observes the dynamic interaction between doctrinal
authority and regional adaptation, between the theoretical constructs of the Samhitas and
their practical institutionalisation within temples and local communities. The inscriptions
shed light on the role of kingship in legitimising Paficaratra priesthoods, the dependence
of temple rituals on Agamic norms, and the enduring influence of the tradition in shaping
Vaisnava identity across historical periods.

This study seeks to synthesise textual, historical, and inscriptional evidence to
present a coherent and critically grounded account of the Paficaratra Agama and its
epigraphical footprint. By examining the interplay of theology, ritual practice, and public
record, it aims to contribute to a nuanced understanding of how the Paficaratra system
evolved from a scriptural canon into a living religious institution, intricately woven into
the cultural and devotional fabric of pre-modern India.

Impact of Paficaratra on Indian Art and Culture

The Paficaratra’s distinctive theological formulations, most notably the doctrine of
the Caturvytha and the canonical authority of the Paficaratra Agamas, have become
integral to the evolution of temple ritual, iconography, music, dance, drama, and literary
expression across Bharatavarsa. Its cultural imprint is vast and historically layered,
requiring a panoramic exploration of its multiple artistic and ritual domains.

1. Temples and architectural culture

Archaeological and epigraphic evidence unequivocally demonstrates that the
Caturvytiha deities Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna, and Aniruddha enjoyed immense
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popularity in early Indian religious life. Excavations at Besnagar and Pawaya (in the
region of ancient Gwalior) have yielded fan-palm capitals and associated artefacts
suggest the existence of shrines dedicated to Sankarsana and Vasudeva as early as the
second and first centuries BC. These findings constitute some of the earliest material
testimonies to structured Vaisnava temple worship and attest to the antiquity of early
Paficaratra-based cults.

Further illumination comes from the Gadhwa inscription, which chronicles a close
assimilation between Sankarsana and Vasudeva worship. The deity Antasvamin,
identified with Sankarsana, is shown to be nearly indistinguishable from Vasudeva-
Visnu, with the only distinction lying in the sequence of the four emblems (Sankha,
cakra, gada, and padma). This iconographic subtlety was eventually absorbed into a
unified Vaisnava visual vocabulary.

Similarly, the Sahasrabahu (Sasa Bahu) temple at Gwalior provides another
significant example of theological synthesis. Here, the sculptural programme merges
elements of Visnu, Narasimha, and Laksmi, mirroring the Paficaratra conceptualisation of
Vaikuntha-Vasudeva as a composite form embodying the four emanations. The temple
inscription’s six references to Aniruddha unmistakably point to its Paficaratra orientation
and illustrate the explicit reception of Paficaratra theology in medieval temple design and
consecration practices.

Additional corroboration comes from the celebrated Besnagar Garuda pillar
inscription, which mentions a shrine dedicated to Vasudeva. At Nagari, Bhandarkar’s
excavations revealed structural traces indicative of wooden constructions, suggesting that
the earliest shrines to Sankarsana and Vasudeva were possibly built in perishable
materials, further reinforcing the early antiquity of Caturvyiha worship.’

The Pancaratra tradition also codified sophisticated rules for temple construction and
image installation. It prescribes that the supreme deity may be represented in standing, seated,
or reclining postures corresponding respectively to the first, second, and third storeys of the
temple structure. Temples such as those at Tirukkottiyur, Uttiramertr, Madurai, and the
Parmé$vara-Vinnagaram at Kaficipuram clearly embody these ritual specifications.”

Moreover, the three foundational Sambhitas-Sattvata, Pauskara, and Jaydkhya
continue to guide worship practices in prominent South Indian temples. The Sattvata
Sarnhita governs liturgy at Melukote (Yadugiri), the Pauskara Sarhita at Srirangam, and
the Jayakhya Samhita at Kaficipuram.

The influence of the Paficaratra extends well beyond South Asia. Modern temple
complexes such as the Birla Mandir, Yadagirigutta (Andhra Pradesh), and the
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Venkatesvara Temple in Pittsburgh (USA) explicitly base their ritual cycles on the
Paficaratra Agamas and the corpus of 108 Samhitas. The adoption of Paficaratra protocols
in diaspora communities underscores the tradition’s remarkable adaptability and its
central role in shaping contemporary global Vaisnava identity.

2. Iconography and visual representation

Paficaratra iconography represents one of the earliest and most systematic attempts
within the Hindu religious imagination to conceptualise and categorise the sacred form of
Visnu. The tradition establishes a hierarchical visual grammar beginning with the
anthropomorphic manifestations of the Caturvytha and extending to the twenty-four
Caturvimsatimurtis, each corresponding to one of the twenty-four names of Visnu in the
Visnusahasranama. These twenty-four forms, typically depicted in Sthanaka (standing
posture), are almost identical except for the meticulous variation in the arrangement of
the four emblems, Cakra, Sankha, gadd, and padma, thus creating a sophisticated semiotic
system based on the sequencing of attributes.

A particularly striking material testimony to this iconographic vision is found at
Revati Kunda in Junagadh, where twenty distinct forms of Visnu are carved across three
vertically organised niches, an arrangement unparalleled in the history of Indian art.
These images exhibit a highly orchestrated spatial logic, where the conceptual categories
of Vyuhaand Avatara are visually encoded through deliberate variation in posture,
attributes, and architectural placement.

The Pancaratra Samhitas also describe several complex, multi-armed and multi-
faced forms. Among these, the six-armed Visnu recorded in the Sattvata Sarirhita finds
clear sculptural expression in Gujarat.’” Equally significant is the celebrated Vaikuntha
Caturmurti, integrating four faces, Vaikuntha, Narasimha, Varaha, and Kapila.4 The
Jayakhya Sarhita provides the earliest extant textual description of this composite icon.
Sculptures of this form, preserved across Gujarat, Maharashtra, and the Deccan, often
depicted enthroned on Garuda in lalitc'zsana,5 demonstrate how Pafcaratra theological
constructs were translated into temple image-making, thereby rendering intricate
metaphysical doctrines accessible to diverse audiences.

Further iconographic evidence includes the ten-armed forms of Visnu mentioned in
the Sattvata Samhita, which find visual counterparts in sculptures from Kaira (Gujarat).
Panels from Maharashtra, notably at Ellora and Patalesvara, and the remarkable
depiction of the five Vrsni heroes (Sankarsana, Vasudeva, Pradyumna, Samba, and
Aniruddha) housed in the State Museum, Hyderabad, affirm both the geographical spread
and the cultural prestige of the Paficaratra tradition.
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Taken together, this corpus reveals an iconographic system deeply informed by the
theological vision of the Paficaratra and disseminated widely across the Indian
subcontinent. References to eight- and ten-armed Visnu images in both the standard
iconographic manuals and the Paficaratra Samhitas confirm that these sculptural types
were not isolated regional innovations but formed part of a coherent, doctrinally
grounded visual tradition.

3. Music and the Sonic Imagination in the Paficaratra Tradition

Within the Pafcaratra framework, music (Sangita) functions not merely as
ornament but as a primary medium of devotion and remembrance of the divine name,
rooted in the metaphysical importance of Pranava (Om) and its association with Visnu’s
sustaining energy. While primarily philosophical and ritualistic, the Pafcaratra
contributed significantly to the devotional musical traditions that flourished in medieval
India. Since Visnu identified with the cosmic Omkdra is conceived as the source of Nada,
music becomes a direct mode of communion with the supreme deity. Accordingly,
musical experience becomes a direct mode of communion with Visnu, allowing devotees
to participate in the divine rhythm that animates the cosmos.

Although the Paficaratra corpus is primarily philosophical and ritualistic, its
theological concepts profoundly shaped the devotional musical traditions that flourished
across medieval India. The Bhakti movement, overwhelmingly Vaispava in orientation,
produced a rich body of musical literature centred on Visnu and his incarnations. These
traditions drew deeply upon Paficaratra notions, especially the identification of Vasudeva
with Krsna, Narayana, and Rama, enabling diverse regional forms of devotion to
converge within a shared theological horizon.

In South India, the Nalayira Divya Prabandham of the Alvars, later curated and
systematised by Nathamuni, became foundational to temple liturgy.® Many temples that
follow Paficaratra Agamas continue to incorporate the Prabandham in their daily and
festival worship, demonstrating how musical recitation and Agamic ritual became
mutually reinforcing dimensions of liturgical practice.

In North India, Prabandha literature, Bhajans, and Kirtanas by poets such as
Narsinh Mehta, Stirdas, Kabir, and Mirabai reflect a devotional orientation consistent
with the Paficaratra’s emphasis on Vasudeva as the Supreme Person. In the Tamil South,
the Alvars’ Nalayira Divya Prabandham, organised and systematised by Nathamuni,
became the liturgical soundtrack of Paficaratra temples, where their hymns continue to be
sung as part of daily and festival worship.

In the eastern regions, particularly Assam, the Vaisnava musical traditions shaped
by Sankaradeva and Madhavadeva, including Bargeet, Harijarana Ghosa, and the
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institution of Nama-sarnkirtana, became central to the ritual life of Nama-ghars.” Here
too, the chanting of the divine name and the devotional musical pedagogy of the
monasteries reflect a theological sensibility aligned with Paficaratra conceptions of Visnu
as the singular supreme deity.

Across these diverse contexts, instrumental music, bells, conches, drums, and other
temple instruments, plays an essential role in shaping the affective texture of ritual. Such
sonic environments evoke what later Vaisnava theologians describe as Divyonmdada, an
ecstatic “divine intoxication” in which the boundaries between ritual performance and
inner devotion dissolve, enabling the devotee to experience an immediate and intimate
connection with the chosen form of Visnu.

Taken together, these developments reveal that the Pafcaratra tradition not only
offered a metaphysical rationale for sacred sound but also decisively shaped the
devotional musical cultures of pre-modern India, creating a vast and vibrant sonic
universe centred on the worship of Visnu.

4. Dance, drama and narrative performance

Dance and drama thus became vehicles of theological communication, translating
complex metaphysical ideas, such as the multiplicity of divine forms, the dynamics of
Avatara, and the intimacy of bhakti, into sensory, participatory experiences.

The aesthetic framework of these traditions, grounded in Natyasastra theories of
rasa, aligns closely with Paficaratra emphases on ananda, lild, and the accessibility of the
divine through embodied emotion. When the dancer assumes the role of Krsna, Rama,
Narasimha, or Mohini, the stage becomes a ritual space wherein spectators momentarily
transcend their individual identities and participate in a shared devotional consciousness.

Moreover, temple-centric dance ecosystems, such as the Devadasi traditions of
South India or the Vaishnava performance halls of the East and Northeast, demonstrate
that Pafcaratra influence extended beyond iconography and ritual manuals into the very
grammar of embodied worship. The intertwining of music, gesture, costume, and
narrative with liturgical rhythms reveals a culture in which aesthetic experience and ritual
devotion were mutually constitutive.

In this way, the Pancaratra did not merely shape religious thought; it animated cultural
performance, ensuring that philosophical doctrines found lasting expression in the living arts
of India. Through dance and drama, the Paficaratra’s theological universe became a shared
emotional world, felt, enacted, and collectively remembered across centuries.

The concept of dance and Drama as a medium for expressing the jivatman’s
yearning for union with the Paramatman is articulated both in Natyasastra aesthetics and
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in Paficaratrashaped temple culture, where dance becomes a ritual offering rather than
purely secular entertainment.

The impact of Paficaratra influence is powerfully visible in India’s classical dance
and dramatic traditions. Forms such as Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Manipuri, and
Mohiniyattam frequently dramatize narratives centered on the Iilas of Vispu and his
incarnations particularly Krsna-Vasudeva.

Mohiniyattam, associated with Visnu’s Mohini avatara, reflects direct mythological
inspiration from the churning of the ocean (Samudramanthana) episode, exemplifying
how Paficaratra centred narratives supply etiological myths for regional dance forms and
frame them as embodiments of divine beauty and enchantment. Similarly, the Rasa-lila
traditions of Braj and Manipuri enact the Rasa Paricadhyayi of the Bhagavata Purana,
expressing the theological aesthetics of divine love centred on Krsna. Village and temple
theatre traditions such as the Nrsimhacentred bhagavata mela at Melattur, the Rasalila of
Vraja, and various Vaisnava dancedramas enact stories of Visnu and his avatars, with the
term “Bhagavata” itself evoking the same devotional milieu that nurtured Paficaratra
exegesis.

Descriptions of Rasalila in texts like the Bhagavata Purana and Harivamsa, while
not exclusively Pafcaratra, resonate with its theology by presenting Krsna-Vasudeva as
the single rasa manifesting in multiple forms to relish infinite modes of loving exchange
with devotees. These performative traditions embed Paficaratra ideals into public
religious experience, ensuring that even lay audiences encounter complex Vaisnava
theology through embodied art rather than scholastic treatises alone. Collectively, these
forms illustrate how Paficaratra conceptions of God, devotion, and divine embodiment
migrated from temple ritual into the expressive languages of movement, gesture, and
dramatic narrative.

5. Prose, poetry and literary culture

The literary influence of the Paficaratra is equally profound. Classical and medieval
Sanskrit literature abounds with eulogies of the Caturvyiiha and their manifold forms
Vasudeva, Krsna, Narayana, Hari, Rama understood as expressions of a single supreme
reality. Works of kavya, campii, puranic narratives, and regional vernacular literatures
consistently draw on Paficaratra conceptual and theological motifs. Numerous anthologies
draw on Pafcaratra cosmology, soteriology and ritual vocabulary, often without explicit
sectarian labelling, thereby diffusing its concepts across the broader literary field.

Theological prose works, commentaries and narrative texts produced within
different Vaisnava lineages frequently cite or presuppose Paficaratra Sambhitas, treating
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them as authoritative alongside the Veda, Upanisads and Gita. In this way, Paficaratra has
contributed not only thematic content (divine names, forms, abodes and modes of
worship) but also conceptual frameworks for discussing devotion, grace and the
relationship between the finite self and the infinite Brahman.

This inter-textual presence confirms the cultural prestige the tradition enjoyed
across linguistic and geographical spheres.

Influence of Paficaratra on Schools of Vaisnavism

The impact of Paficaratra on formal Vaisnava Vedanta is particularly evident in the
systems of Ramanuja, Madhva, Nimbarka, Vallabha and Caitanya, who, despite doctrinal
differences, converge in granting these Agamas significant scriptural standing.
Ramanuja’s Visistadvaita Vedanta is closely aligned with Paficaratra in doctrine and
praxis: South Indian Sri Vaisnava temples structure their daily worship, festival cycles
and domestic rituals according to Paficaratra manuals, and Ramanuja’s own Nityagrantha
reflects detailed borrowing from texts such as the Laksmitantra and Ahirbudhnya
Sambhita.

The discipline of the paramaikantin devotee one whose exclusive and decisive
knowledge (ekanta) of God as both means and goal precludes reliance on any other deity
or path is characteristic of both Paficaratra and Sri Vaisnava religious ethics. Practices
such as bhiita-suddhi, hrdyaga or Manasayaga preceding external worship, the specific
rules of prostration in different subtraditions, and the observance of festivals like
Ramanavami and NarasimhajayantT according to Agamic tithi considerations all point to a
deep liturgical integration of Paficaratra norms.

Ramanuja accepted the Paficaratra as a legitimate $astra, arguing for its Vedic
alignment in his Sribhasya. For the Srivaisnava tradition, the Pafcaratra constitutes the
primary liturgical authority regulating temple worship (Arcana), image consecration
(Pratistha), daily rituals (Nitya-karmas), festivals, and the theology of the divine body
(Arcavatara).

Ramanuja’s acceptance and reinterpretation of Paficaratra doctrines provided the
foundation for a system in which the divine is simultaneously transcendent, immanent,
and accessible through ritual worship. This integration ensured the continued prestige and
widespread application of Pafcaratra ritual manuals in South Indian Vaisnavism down to
the present.

Madhvacarya’s Dvaita Vedanta likewise honours Paficaratra as a principal
authority: his Tantrasarasamgraha lays out practical worship patterns that include
meditation on Visnu in Cakrabjamandalas and prescribes recitation of the four Vyiha
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names alongside traditional twelve name acamaniya mantras. The inclusion of Vyuha
names in foodoffering mantras and ritual gestures shows that Paficaratra categories are
embedded in Madhva practice even as his metaphysics differs from Ramanuja’s.

Nimbarka’s Bhedabheda Vedanta, with its identification of Brahman as
RadhaKrsna endowed with innumerable auspicious qualities (including the six Gunas
highlighted in Paficaratra), embraces Paficaratra scriptures as conveying an authentic
revelation of Visnu’s nature. Vallabhacarya’s Suddhadvaita, while critical of some
Paficaratra positions (such as certain accounts of the jiva’s origin), nevertheless mirrors
its devotional and ritual ethos in the Pustimarga, where tantric initiation (Diksa) and
continuous worship of Krsna as the supreme Brahman are central.

Caitanya’s Acintyabhedabheda Vedanta explicitly acknowledges Pafcaratra
Narayana and the four Vyihas as effulgent manifestations of Krsna, free from the Gunas
of Prakrti and endowed with distinct powers (svariipa, tatastha, bahiranga). The
Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition treats obedience to Veda, Smrti, Purana and Paficaratra as
essential for authentic Bhakti, integrating Paficaratra ritual injunctions into its emphasis
on Namasamkirtana, Prapatti and intense personal devotion.

Social and cultural influence

Through its widespread acceptance among Vaispava acaryas, Paficaratra has
attained a distinctive position among Indian philosophical and theological systems,
shaping not only ritual and doctrine but also broader cultural patterns. The Caturvyuha
deities continue to be worshipped with fervour in numerous temples, and Pancaratra
Sambhitas are routinely consulted in the scheduling of major festivals, the consecration of
images and the regulation of daily worship.

Archaeological evidence for early Caturvyiiha shrines, combined with the enduring
authority of Paficaratra Agamas in contemporary temple life, suggests an unbroken
trajectory in which this system has become inseparable from what is commonly
recognised as “Hindu temple religion”. At the level of social organisation, prominent
Vaisnava Vedantins broadly affirm the Varnasrama framework as articulated in
Dharmasastra, while simultaneously opening paths of devotion that transcend caste
boundaries in practice, thereby allowing Paficaratra coloured Bhakti to permeate diverse
strata of Indian society.

In sum, the Paficaratra system has not only contributed distinctive theological ideas
foremost among them the Caturvyiiha and a rich Agamic ritualism but has also furnished
durable paradigms for sacred space, divine image, sonic and kinetic worship, and literary
expression, leaving an indelible mark on Indian art, culture and religious life.
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Conclusion

The evidence surveyed here demonstrates that the Paficaratra system has wielded a
profound and far-reaching influence upon Indian religious culture. From the earliest
archaeological remains to the flourishing of medieval arts, from temple rituals to
devotional literatures, from classical dance to regional musical repertoires, Pafcaratra
thought and practice have shaped the aesthetic, ritual, and theological landscape of the
Indian subcontinent. Its enduring presence in contemporary temple worship within India
and across the global diaspora, attests to its vitality as a living tradition.
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Integrative Metaphysics of Consciousness: A
Scientific Reinterpretation of Siva-Sakti-Bindu
Dynamics in Tantra Philosophy

Dr. Sunita Barman

Abstract

This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the metaphysical framework of
the Tantra and Agama traditions, with particular emphasis on the triadic principle of
Siva—Sakti-Bindu, the processes of creation, the evolution of consciousness, and the
mechanisms of liberation. Drawing on primary sources such as the Kamika,
Svayambhuva, and Mrgendra Agamas, as well as authoritative commentaries, the study
examines the ontological, cosmological, and linguistic dimensions of Tantric philosophy.
The investigation foregrounds the distinction between suddha srsti (pure creation) and
asuddha srsti (impure creation), illustrating how the dynamic interplay of Siva and Sakti
catalyzes the emergence of Bindu as the matrix of manifestation.

The paper elucidates the evolutionary stages of sound and consciousness through
the framework of speech (vak)—Para, Pasyanti, Madhyama, and Vaikhari—
demonstrating how transcendental consciousness becomes articulated into cognitive and
physical phenomena. Similarly, the roles of Nada, Aksara-bindu, and Varna are analyzed as
the progressive expansions of Bindu, linking subtle cosmic vibrations with tangible linguistic
expressions. The dual powers of Siva—Samavayini-sakti (static consciousness) and Kriya-
sakti (dynamic energy)—are shown to govern both cosmic and individual processes,
mediating the interplay of grace, bondage, and liberation in the metaphysical system.

Furthermore, the study explores the nature of the individual soul (jiva or pasu),
emphasizing the mechanisms of limitation through Maya, Karma, and Mol, and
highlighting the necessity of divine grace (anugraha-sakti) for attaining ultimate freedom.
The structured hierarchy of Mantre§varas, mantras, and Vidya-tattvas is discussed to
illustrate how divine agency and instrumentality operate within the Tantra framework.

By integrating ontological, cosmological, linguistic, and soteriological
perspectives, this paper demonstrates the conceptual coherence and philosophical
sophistication of the Tantra—Agama worldview. It argues that these doctrines provide not
only a detailed account of the metaphysical and epistemological structures of reality but
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also a profound guide for spiritual practice and consciousness evolution. The findings
underscore the enduring relevance of Tantra metaphysics for contemporary scholarship in
philosophy, theology, consciousness studies, and comparative metaphysics, offering a
unified framework to understand the dynamic interrelation between consciousness,
energy, and manifestation.

Keywords:

Tantra; Agama; Siva—Sakti-Bindu; SuddhaSrsti; AsuddhaSrsti; Vak; Nada; Bindu;
SaivaSiddhénta; Metaphysics; Consciousness; Pasu—Jiva, the Tantric theories of speech
(vak)—Para, Pasyanti, Madhyama, and Vaikhari.

Introduction

Tantra and Agama literature presents a highly integrated and sophisticated
metaphysical framework that examines the origin, structure, and dynamic processes of
the universe from a Sakti-centeredperspective. The foundational texts of this tradition—
both the ancient canonical scriptures and later authoritative works—provide detailed
philosophical expositions on how the Absolute (Siva) manifests through dynamic power
(Sakti) into the plurality of existence. While variations occur across different textual
traditions, the essential metaphysical principles remain consistent and carry enduring
authority.

Central to this system is the triadic principle of Siva, Sakti, and Bindu, collectively
known as the Triratna. Siva represents pure consciousness, Sakti embodies the creative
potency, and Bindu signifies the concentrated point of manifestation. Through the
interaction of these three principles, the processes of pure creation (suddhasrsti) and
impure creation (asuddhasrsti) unfold, giving rise to a variety of ontological realms,
including Siva—tattva, Sakti—tattva, Sadasiva-tattva, I§vara-tattva, and Suddhavidyé—tattva.

The tradition further explores the nature of the jiva, or individual soul (pasu),
providing a nuanced understanding of human bondage through the concepts of mol
(impurities), karma (actions and their consequences), and maya (limiting material power).
Additionally, the Tantra theories of speech (vak)—Para, Pasyanti, Madhyama, and
Vaikhari—illustrate how transcendental consciousness becomes expressed as articulated
sound. When considered alongside the evolution of Bindu into Nada and Varna, these
doctrines reveal a profound synthesis of metaphysics, linguistics, and spiritual
philosophy.

This article aims to systematically present these doctrines with textual fidelity and
philosophical precision, highlighting their continued relevance for contemporary
scholarship in philosophy, theology, and consciousness studies. By integrating ontology,
cosmology, linguistics, and soteriology, Tantra and Agama thought provides a
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comprehensive framework for understanding both the cosmic order and the spiritual
evolution of the individual
1. Tantric and Agamic Literature: Foundational Sources

Tantra and Agama literature represents one of the most sophisticated systems of Indian
metaphysics, addressing the origin, structure, and dynamics of the universe through a Sakti-
centered worldview. Within this vast corpus, authoritative texts can broadly be classified into
two categories. The first comprises the ancient scriptural corpus, including Dvaita—Advaita
Saiva Agamas. The second category includes later canonical works, which, though they may
exhibit divergences in listings or interpretative emphases, remain fully authoritative.
Philosophically and methodologically, the ancient texts are considered foundational sources
of Sakti-based metaphysics and Tantra doctrine.

The Tantra path emphasizes the gradual revelation of subtle spiritual principles
according to the capacity, disposition, and eligibility of the practitioner. The primary
sources of Tantra philosophy include original Agamas and their associated treatises
(prakaranagranthas). Among these, the Kamika, Bourava, Svayambhuva, and Mrgendra
Agamas, alongside commentaries and treatises by notable Saiva teachers such as Aghora
Siva, Sadyajata, Ramakantha, and Narayanakantha, form the textual foundation for
doctrinal exposition. Within these texts, the philosophical system known as dvaita-
siddhanta (dualistic conclusions) is meticulously elaborated.

Tantr Metaphysics: Siva, Sakti, and the Evolution of Bindu

Tantra literature, as presented in the Tantra and Agama Sastras, can be broadly divided
into two categories. The first comprises ancient scriptural texts such as the Dvaita—Advaita
works and canonical Agamas. The second includes later canonical treatises, which, despite
divergences from earlier listings, retain full philosophical authority. From a Sakti-centered
metaphysical perspective, these ancient texts are foundational and valid sources.

The primary focus of Tantra philosophy lies in the Agamas and their associated
prakarana granthas. In the Dvaita Saiva Agamas, the principal doctrines derive from
texts such as the Kamika, Bourava, Svayambhuva, and Mrgendra Agamas, along with
treatises by Saiva teachers including Aghora Siva, Sadyajata, Ramakantha, and
Narayanakantha. These works elaborate the Dvaita conclusions (dvaita-siddhanta), which
serve as the foundation of the metaphysical system.

2. Triadic Reality: Siva, Sakti, and Bindu

Central to Tantra metaphysics is the triad of Siva, Sakti, and Bindu, collectively
termed the Triratna. Siva is the immutable substratum, Sakti the dynamic potency, and
Bindu is sustained by Siva. While Bindu is not directly identified as Sakti in fire-
symbolic terminology, it can be considered so in certain perspectives. Sakti is the
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transformative power of Bindu, and Bindu represents the power of containment.
Analogous to the Nyaya—Vaisesika principle of mutual inherent qualities among
substance, action, and attribute, Siva and Sakti are mutually inherent. Siva embodies
essential nature, Sakti embodies pure consciousness (cit-svaripa), and their relationship
is avinabhava (inseparable dependence). Bindu, inseparably supported by Siva and Sakti,
is also designated as Sakti.

Siva is the Supreme Lord; without Sakti, He is inert. With Sakti, Siva becomes
omniscient and omnipotent. Bindu functions as the material cause of creation, and the
activation of Sakti is the primary cause of Bindu’s agitation. Without the desire for
creation (srsti-iccha), activity (kriya) does not arise, and Bindu remains undisturbed. In
primordial unity, Siva, Sakti, and Bindu exist inherently manifest but appear unmanifest,
non-dual, and immanent.

3. The Dynamics of Creation

When the will (iccha) awakens, dynamic energy (kriya-sakti) arises, diminution
occurs, and creation begins. Creation emerging from Bindu is termed SuddhaSrsti (pure
creation), also called the Suddhadhva. Bindu is also known as Mahamaya, Kundalini, or
Cidakasa. Impure creation (Asuddha Srsti) results from Maya. In the Dvaita Agamas,
Maya and Mahamaya are understood as the pure and impure aspects of the same
fundamental principle, though they appear separate.

Pure creation arises from Mahamaya. When Cit-sakti agitates Mahamaya by the
will of the Supreme Lord, creation unfolds, differentiating into five forms: Siva, Sakti,
Sadasiva, I$vara, and Suddhavidya, collectively termed the Suddha Padicatattva. The
agitation of Mahamaya is initiated by Siva’s pure, non-conceptual gaze (nirvikalpa
drsti). Maya is disturbed only upon the emergence of determinate cognition (savikalpa-
jAana). The eternally pure Self—Siva—remains devoid of conceptual cognition, identical
with Cit-Sakti, representing His will, knowledge, and activity.

Conceptual knowledge (vikalpa-jiiana) arises only through the association of sound
(Sabda) and mind. The first emergent knowledge remains purely free from
conceptualization. Only upon contact with the operational flow of sound and mind does
conceptual knowledge manifest. In the Supreme Lord, such conceptualization cannot
occur until Bindu is agitated, as the successive emergence of sound stages—from para-
vak downward—cannot manifest. Thus, initial creation is beyond Maya and is considered
pure and immaculate.

When dormant Mahamaya vibrates under the influence of the Lord’s dynamic
power, the latent cid-anus (atomic units of consciousness) awaken. Upon awakening,
these cid-anus pervade the pure realms according to their capacities. As they expand due
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to Mahamaya’s agitation, divine grace (anugraha-sakti) descends upon them, eternally
radiating from the Lord’s essence like sunlight.
4. Liberation of Souls

The liberation of souls (baddha jivas) requires distinguishing between agents
(karta) and instruments (karana). Agents are the eight Mantre$varas, and instruments are
the mantras or vidyas, numbering seventy million. Among the Mantresvaras, Ananta—
also called I$vara—is supreme and presides over Maya. Through Ananta’s power, Maya
produces the thirty-one tattvas from Kala to Prthivi. Ananta-iSvara governs Maya, while
Siva governs Bindu. Siva’s power is nirvikalpaka-jiiana (non-conceptual knowledge).
Since Maya is impure, it requires savikalpa-jiiana for its agitation.

5. The Nature of Pasu and Jiva

All individual souls (jivas or pasus) are inherently eternal (nitya), omnipresent
(vibhu), conscious (cetana), and endowed with Siva’s qualities. In worldly bondage,
these qualities remain latent. Just as Siva possesses omniscience (sarvajiiatd) and
omnipotent activity (sarvakartrtva-sakti), so do jivas, albeit veiled. The consciousness-
power of jivas is essentially Siva’s. Obstruction arises through three bonds (pasas): Mol,
Karma, and Maya. Some souls are bound by one, two, or all three.

Souls with Mayika impurities subsided but retaining Mol and Karma are termed
Anava-mol (self-contraction) is possible only through the Lord’s grace (anugraha-sakti).
Fullness (piirnatva) cannot be achieved without divine grace, irrespective of attainments
like heavenly enjoyments or conceptual liberation.

Vijfianakalas arise from the gradual maturation of inner impurity (Atma-mol) and

are categorized as follows:

1. Mantras and Vidyas in Vidya-tattva: Seventy million in number, operating
under Vidyesvaras. Employed to liberate souls bound by Kala, Karma, and
Maya, serving as instruments of grace (anugraha-karya).

2.  Vidye$varas in I$vara-tattva: Eight beings, with Ananta as supreme. Each
resides in distinct realms with gradations of qualities, embodiment, and
enjoyments. Mala is pacified, with traces of adhikara-mol. All are
Sivanugrhita.

GiSEREUTEH T EhHTRUT:
PracheraraehfaeneTeayTeRa: | (a7

3.  Beings in Sadasiva-tattva: Refined pasus (samskarya-pasu) dwelling above

Suddhadhva, functioning as agents of divine activity.
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7. The Fourfold Function of Speech (Sabda-vrtti or Vak)

Tantric literature describes speech (Vak) as a manifestation of consciousness and
divine energy, and it is classified into four progressive stages: Para-vak, Madhyama-
vak, Pasyanti-vak, and Vaikhari-vak. These stages represent the continuum from the
subtlest, primordial vibration of consciousness to the gross, audible articulation,
reflecting the metaphysical process of manifestation itself. Each stage has a distinct
ontological status, purpose, and experiential relevance.

1. Para-vak

Para-vak is the subtlest, most transcendent form of speech and is also referred to as
Para-nada. 1t is the primordial vibration, inherently self-luminous, independent of
external perception, and distinct from the empirical self. Para-vak is considered the seed
of abhidheya-buddhi, or cognitive intention, serving as the source from which all
intentional knowledge and subsequent expressions arise.

Unlike ordinary mental or verbal activity, Para-vak is imperishable and persists
even in deep sleep (susupti), where ordinary cognition ceases. Its realization as separate
from the individual self (Purusa) marks the cessation of all experiential enjoyment
(bhoga) and the attainment of non-conceptual, transcendental knowledge (nirvikalpa-
jiana). Until this direct realization occurs, the individual remains a conventional
“speaker,” bound to conditioned cognition (savikalpa-jiiana) and incapable of
apprehending the unmediated, pure consciousness underlying all manifestation.

In metaphysical terms, Para-vak is the primary vehicle of divine will (iccha-sakti),
embodying the potentiality from which the manifest universe emerges. It is not
sequential, nor is it mediated by sense organs or linguistic constructs; rather, it represents
the primal vibration (nada) of Siva-Sakti.

2. Madhyama-vak

Madhyama-vak is subtler than ordinary speech but more accessible than Para-vak.
It is inaudible and operates independently of the vital breath (pramna), appearing as
internal ideation (antahsaiijalpa) or as the intuitive apprehension of meaning
(paramarsa-jiiana). Philosophically, it can be understood as the manifestation of intellect
(buddhi) in its most refined form—structured yet non-verbal, sequential in cognition but
not externalized.

Madhyama-vak serves as the causal stage for gross verbal expression. It organizes
and prepares the latent content of consciousness for external articulation, while retaining its
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subtle, internalized nature. It can be likened to the cognitive blueprint underlying speech,
where thought and meaning coalesce before being projected into the audible world.

3. Pasyanti-vak

Pasyanti-vak, often identified with Aksara-bindu, represents the intermediate stage
of speech. It is self-revealing, non-sequential, and non-dual in essence. Within it, all
letters, sounds, and potential linguistic expressions exist in a latent, undifferentiated state.
Tantric texts describe Pasyanti-vak metaphorically as “like the essence within the
peacock’s egg,” where infinite varieties of potentiality coexist in a single luminous point.

This stage is pivotal because it bridges the inner, subtle cognition of Madhyama-
vak and the external, audible Vaikhari-vak. It is here that the potential for articulation and
manifestation crystallizes, yet remains intrinsically unified and non-dual. Pasyanti-vak
also serves a soteriological function: through meditation and realization of this stage, the
practitioner directly apprehends the subtle interplay of consciousness and sound,
bypassing ordinary conceptualization and duality.

4. Vaikhari-vak

Vaikhari-vak is the gross, audible form of speech that is perceptible to the ear and
capable of conveying meaning in the empirical world. It manifests through the medium of
air (vayu) and the articulatory organs, including the throat, tongue, and lips. Its activity
depends upon the vital breath (pramna) and the coordinated functions of the speech
apparatus. In Tantric terminology, Vaikhari-vakis said to be “born of space and air”
(akasa-vayu-prabhava), emphasizing its material and physical grounding.

Vaikhari-vak is the form of speech through which consciousness communicates
with the external world. It is employed in ritual, mantra recitation, and daily
communication, embodying both spiritual and pragmatic significance. When understood
as the culmination of the subtle stages of speech, Vaikhari-vak is not merely phonetic; it
represents the culmination of an entire ontological process, wherein the unmanifest
consciousness of Para-vak flows through internal ideation and the semi-manifest
Pasyanti-vak to become manifest and efficacious in the material world.

8. Expansion of Bindu

Bindu, the point of energy-consciousness, has three modes:

1. Nada: Subtle resonance (sitksma-nada), essence of Bindu, cause of cognitive

intention.

2. Aksara-bindu: Represents intuitive or reflective knowledge (paramarsa-

JAana), containing infinite undifferentiated potential.

3. Varna: Gross letters or sounds, arising from space and air (akdasa-vayu-

prabhava).
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Bindu appears inert but is essentially pure. Across Tantric texts, it is also called
Sabda-brahman, Kundahm Mahamaya, Vldya sakti, Anahata, and Vyoma.

9. Perspectives on Siva and Bindu
Siva possesses two powers:
1. Samavayini-Sakti: Immutable consciousness-form, eternally united with Siva
(tadatmya).

2. Parigraha-§akti: Mutable, unconscious; identified as Bindu or Mahamaya. Its

impure form is Maya. Both are eternal.

Mahamaya/Bindu has three states:

1. Para: Mahamaya, Kundalini.

2. Suaksma: Maya, source of Kala, Prakrti, and evolutes.

3. Sthala: Prakrti, trigunatmika, producing intellect and objects for Purusa.

10. Siva’s Samavayini Power

Siva possesses:

1. Drk-sakti: Knowledge-power

2. Kriya-sakti: Action-power (Kundalini/Bindu)

Siva performs five cosmic functions—creation, maintenance, dissolution,
suppression, and grace—requiring a pure support (Suddha-adhara) provided by Sakti.
The states of Bindu underpin Siva’s manifested body, consisting of five Kalas: Nivrtti,
Pratistha, Vidya, Sénti, and Séntyaﬁta. In dissolution, Siva is bodiless (Niskala Siva); in
manifestation, He assumes a body formed of five mantras. Consequently, Sakti is
considered mantra-form in Tantra.

Conclusion

This study has examined the fundamental ideas of Tantra and Agama—energy,
consciousness, primordial vibration, the creation of life and the universe, the subtle
structure of the human body, and the interrelationship between human beings and
nature—from an integrated perspective. The ancient scriptures describe reality through
various levels of energy, vibration, principles, and triadic processes. Interestingly,
modern science is now discovering remarkable parallels with these concepts. Quantum
fields, energy patterns, neurological resonance, and biological rhythms are all offering a
new language to understand Tantra’s notions of spanda (vibration), cakra (energy
centers), prana (life force), and the evolution of consciousness.

Knowledge that was once regarded as merely ritualistic or religious is, in fact, a
profound psycho-scientific understanding of the human inner world and universal energy.
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The concepts of Tantra are closely connected with the body’s energy channels, mental
forces, sleep—wake cycles, motivation for action, and even the rise and fall of emotions
and intelligence. Contemporary scientific research increasingly demonstrates that a
human being is a multi-layered energetic entity, and the evolution or degeneration of
consciousness depends on the balance between body, mind, and nature.

From this perspective, the teachings of Tantra and Agama remain relevant even
today. Because—

In an age of mental stress, restlessness, and technological dependency, meditation,
mantra, breath-regulation, and mental discipline—core elements of these traditions—are
now scientifically validated as beneficial practices.

At a time when humanity’s separation from nature is causing ethical,
psychological, and physical crises, Tantra reminds us that human beings are not separate
from nature, nor in opposition to it.

The philosophy of “unity-in-duality” presented in the Agama-Tantra tradition will
open new horizons for future scientific studies—especially in consciousness research,
bioenergetics, and quantum-consciousness theories.
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Abhinavan Tantric Interpretationof Knowledge in
the Gitartha-Sangraha

Shradha Aggarwal

Abstract

Abhinavagupta’s Gitartha-sangraha represents one of the most sophisticated non-
dual Saiva engagements with the Bhagavad Gita, offering a distinctly tantric
reinterpretation of its doctrines of jfiana, karma, and bhakti. Although the Gita has been
extensively commented upon by Vedantic thinkers like Sankara, Ramanuja, and Madhva,
Abhinavagupta’s perspective diverges sharply from theirs: he reads the Gita through the
metaphysical and experiential framework of Trika—Kaula Saivism, grounding his
interpretation in the SaivaAgamas, particularly the Malinivijayottara Tantra and
Svacchanda Tantra. This paper argues that Abhinavagupta’s concept of knowledge
(jAana) in the Gitartha-sangraha is inseparable from the fundamental Saiva notions of
prakasa (self-luminous consciousness) and vimarsa (self-reflection), spanda
(vibration), $aktipata (descent of grace), and the hierarchical structure of the upayas
(means to realization).

Through a close reading of his Sanskrit glosses, it becomes clear that knowledge,
for Abhinavagupta, is not an intellectual apprehension of metaphysical truth, but an
ontological recognition (pratyabhijiid)—a re-cognition of one’s own identity with Siva.
This forms a radical break from Advaita Vedanta, where liberation arises from negation
of ignorance; for Abhinava, knowledge is positive, dynamic, and experiential. It is “the
Self’s recognition of its own luminosity,” a process animated by Sakti. The Gita’s
battlefield setting becomes, in his analysis, the inner battlefield of consciousness in which
limited individuality (anutva) struggles against its own divine nature.

The paper shows how Abhinavagupta recasts the Gita’skarmayoga as kriya-sakti,
bhakti as inner Sakti-worship ($aktipaja), and jiianayoga as Siva-recognition. Each
Sanskrit passage quoted—such as “jaanamtupratyabhijiiagnam,” ‘“kriya-saktirevajiiana-
sSaktehvistarah,” and “bhaktirantarmukhatasvasaktipiijanam”—is analyzed not merely as
commentary but as part of a sophisticated tantric epistemology.
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Finally, this paper demonstrates that Abhinavagupta superimposes the
Saivafourfold upaya framework—anava, $akta, s$ambhava, and anupaya—onto the
Gita’s teaching structure, thereby revealing his hermeneutic intention to transform the
Gita into a universal tantra. The Visvarupa-darsana is interpreted as a manifestation of
sambhavopadya, while Arjuna’s final surrender is seen as an emergence into anupdya, the
effortless state of pure recognition.

Thus, the Gitartha-sangraha emerges not as a subsidiary commentary but as a
tantric scripture of knowledge, integrating scripture, experience, and Sakti into a unified
vision of liberation. Knowledge for Abhinavagupta is liberation itself—an awakening to
one’s eternal identity with Siva.

Keywords

Abhinavagupta, Gitartha-sangraha, Tantra, Kashmir Shaivism, Pratyabhijfia, Saiva
Agamas, Jiiana, Epistemology, Prakasa, Vimarsa, Saktipata, Spanda, Upaya.

1. Introduction

Abhinavagupta’s Gitartha-sangraha is often described as a “summary” of the
Bhagavad Gita, but it is more accurately a tantric reinterpretation of the text. He
himself announces the purpose of his work:

“sarvagastrarthasaramyatgita-sastram tad ucyate”' - “The Gita is the essence
of all sastras.”

While many commentators treat the Gita as a text about action, devotion, or
renunciation, Abhinavagupta sees it fundamentally as a text about knowledge—but
knowledge understood not intellectually, but as an epiphany of the Self’s divine nature.

His interpretative lens is grounded entirely in Trika Saivism, whose metaphysics is
based on non-dual consciousness (cit), Sakti, and recognition (pratyabhijiid). Thus, his
Gita is not a Vedantic document but a Saiva Agamic scripture in disguise.

2. Theoretical Foundations: Agamic Conception of Knowledge
2.1 Prakasa-Vimarsa: The Ontology of Knowing

Trika philosophy affirms that reality is prakasa, self-luminous consciousness, and
vimarsa, its self-reflexive awareness. The SaivaAgamas declare:

“prakasa-vimarsa-riipam hi paramtattvam” - “The supreme reality is of the
nature of illumination and self-awareness.”

Abhinavagupta’s use of this doctrine to interpret Gita’sjfiana is crucial:

“jianamnamaprakasasyasvatantryatmanovimarsah”’ - “Knowledge is the self-
reflection of the autonomous light. ’Here, he removes jfiana from the domain of intellect
and places it in ontology. Knowing is not thinking, it is the Self shining upon itself. This
is the reason his notion of knowledge is non-dual, self-validating, and immediate.
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Why this is different from Vedanta

* Vedanta considers knowledge a function of the mind that removes ignorance. ®
Abhinava considers knowledge the nature of consciousness itself.» Thus liberation does
not occur through “removal” of ignorance but through expansion of awareness (vikasa).

2.2 Saktipata: Knowledge as Descent of Grace

Abhinavagupta interprets key turning points in the Gita as moments of Saktipata.
He writes:

"éaktip?1tavaéﬁdevabuddherudayah"4- “The awakening of understanding occurs
only through Saktipata.”

Krsna’s teaching is therefore not pedagogical—it is initiatory. Knowledge dawns
not because Arjuna reasons, but because Sakti descends and illumines his inner
awareness. This aligns the Gita with the Saiva vision that the highest jiiana is grace-
born, not intellect-born.

3. Knowledge as Recognition (Pratyabhijia)

One of Abhinavagupta’s central interpretive strategies in the Gitartha-sangraha is
the integration of the Pratyabhijiia doctrine into the structure of the Bhagavad Gita. The
Pratyabhijfia system of Kashmir Shaivism, principally articulated by Utpaladeva, is
founded on the idea that liberation arises through recognition (pratyabhijiid) of one’s true
nature as Siva. The tradition succinctly states this epistemic and soteriological claim as:

Abhinavagupta applies this principle directly to the Gita, identifying its teaching
not as a call to metaphysical speculation or devotional dependence but as an invitation to
self-recognition. His gloss on Gita 4.38 succinctly expresses this view:

‘‘jﬁz‘unampratyabhijﬁz'lnameva’’6 - Knowledge is nothing other than recognition.

Here, Abhinava emphasises that the knowledge praised in the Gita is not
intellectual comprehension (buddhi-jiiana) or scriptural learning (Sastra-jiana), but the
inner recognition of one’s identity with Siva. Knowing, in this tradition, is not a
representational act; it does not mean “coming to know” something previously unknown.
Rather, it is self-revelation—a re-cognition in which the Self recognises itself as the
ground of all experience. This shift from cognition to recognition is foundational to
Abhinava’s epistemology.

From this perspective, Arjuna’s crisis on the battlefield is not simply emotional or
moral; it is fundamentally epistemic. Abhinavagupta characterises Arjuna’s delusion
(moha) in terms of contraction:
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“aputa-samkoca-laksanahmohah”’ - Delusion is marked by the contraction
belonging to limitedness.

Arjuna’s problem, therefore, is not fear or compassion alone but the constriction of
his awareness from universal consciousness (Siva-caitanya) to individual self-identity
(anutva). His sorrow arises because he has forgotten his true nature and has allowed his
awareness to be reduced to the narrow standpoint of the finite agent. For Abhinava, this
forgetting is the primary cause of bondage; the battlefield represents the field of inner
conflict in consciousness where this misrecognition is played out.

The Gita’s teaching thus functions as a method of de-contraction, a progressive
expansion of awareness (vikasa) through which the limited individual re-discovers its
essential identity with the universal Self. Krsna’s instruction is understood as an act of
saktipata—the descent of divine power—which shocks the contracted awareness into
reawakening. Knowledge arises when Arjuna recognises that the agent, the action, and
the battlefield itself are manifestations of his own consciousness.

Abhinavagupta’s reading transforms the Gita into a text of recognition-based
liberation, where the central spiritual act is the recovery of one’s ever-present divine
identity. In this light, the teaching of jfiana in the Gita becomes fully compatible with the
Saiva Agamic view that liberation is not an achievement but a return to self-
awareness—a realisation best summarised in the Trika affirmation: “ahamevasivah”—
“T myself am Siva.”

4. Reinterpreting Karma, Bhakti, and Jiana as Sakti

One of the most innovative features of Abhinavagupta’s Gitartha-sangraha is his
re-reading of the Gita’s three central yogas—karma, bhakti, and jiana—not as distinct or
hierarchical disciplines but as three modes of Sakti operating within consciousness. For
him, all spiritual practice is ultimately grounded in Sakti: the dynamic freedom
(svatantrya) of consciousness. Therefore, every aspect of the Gita’s teaching becomes an
expression of a single metaphysical reality—Siva-Sakti—manifesting in different
functional modalities.

4.1 Karmayoga as Activation of Kriya-$akti

While traditional commentators often view karmayoga as preliminary and inferior
to jianayoga, Abhinavagupta dissolves such hierarchical distinctions by grounding action
in the dynamic power of consciousness. In his gloss on Gita 3.5, he declares:

“kriya-saktirevajiiana-saktehvistarah”® - Kriya-Sakti is indeed an expansion of
Jiana-Sakti.
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This statement radically reconfigures the status of action. Action (kriyd) is not
external to knowledge; it is knowledge’s own outward unfolding. The power to act and
the power to know arise from the same conscious source, Sakti, whose intrinsic nature is
both illumination (prakasa) and expression (spanda). Therefore, karmayoga becomes a
means of awakening, not a detour from it. When action is performed without
attachment, it reveals its true nature as the spontaneous expression of consciousness. In
this sense, karmayoga becomes a practice of aligning one’s outward engagements with
the inward recognition of Sakti’s presence.

For Abhinava, this interpretation harmonises the Gita’s emphasis on duty with non-
dual Saiva metaphysics: action is not abandoned but divinised, understood as the living
pulse of consciousness in motion.

4.2 Bhakti as Inner Sakti-worship

Abhinavagupta similarly redefines bhakti, shifting it away from theistic devotion
toward a non-dual, inward mode of awareness. He writes:

“bhaktirantarmukhatasvasaktipiajanam™ - Bhakiti is inwardness—the worship
of one’s own Sakti.

This concise definition transforms the meaning of devotion. Instead of a
relationship between devotee and divine Other, bhakti becomes the turning inward
(antarmukhata), an offering directed toward one’s own innermost consciousness, which
is Sakti. Worship (pijanam) here signifies the recognition, honouring, and resting in that
inner power that sustains all cognition and action. Thus, bhakti complements jiana rather
than opposes it; both culminate in the recognition of Siva within. This interpretation
aligns with the tantric principle that the divine is not external but resides as the very
substance of awareness.

5. Spanda: Knowledge as Vibratory Activity

Underlying Abhinavagupta’s reinterpretation of karma, bhakti, and jfiana is the
Trika doctrine of spanda, the subtle pulsation of consciousness. The term does not mean
physical vibration but denotes the living dynamism inherent in self-aware consciousness.
Abhinava therefore describes knowledge itself as:“jfianamspanda-riipam”'’-

Knowledge is of the nature of spanda.

This insight marks a fundamental departure from static conceptions of knowledge.
In the spanda-theory, awareness is never inert; it continuously expands and contracts,
revealing and concealing itself in rhythmic movement. Knowledge, then, is not a fixed
cognitive state but the active unfolding of consciousness, a moment-to-moment
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recognition of its own freedom. The Gita’s transformative experiences—Arjuna’s despair,
the revelation of the cosmic form, and the final return to clarity—are read by Abhinava as
shifts in this vibratory field, where consciousness awakens to its own depths.

By grounding knowledge in spanda, Abhinavagupta affirms that understanding is
always dynamic, experiential, and alive, consistent with the Saiva Agamic vision that
Siva is both the stillness of being and the pulse of becoming.

6. The Four Upayas: Mapping the Gita’s Pedagogy Through a Tantric Lens

Abhinavagupta’s most distinctive interpretive move in the Gitartha-sangraha is his
application of the fourfold upaya-framework of Trika Saivism—anava, $akta,
sambhava, and anupaya—to the progression of the Bhagavad Gita. Although the Gita
never explicitly speaks of upayas, Abhinava reads its chapters as implicitly reflecting
these graded means of spiritual realisation. In doing so, he transforms the Gita from a text
on duty and devotion into a universal tantric §astra capable of guiding aspirants at
differing levels of spiritual capacity.

The opening chapters of the Gita are situated by Abhinava within anavopaya, the
most external method, where discipline, duty, and controlled action guide the limited
individual (anu). Arjuna’s despair (visada) is interpreted not merely psychologically but
epistemologically. He describes Arjuna’s state as “aputa-samkoca-laksanahmohah”''—
delusion characterised by the contraction inherent to limited individuality. In this stage, the
Gita prescribes karmayoga as a means of steadiness and purification, helping the
individual transcend the inertia of emotional turmoil. For Abhinava, karmayoga is not in
conflict with knowledge but prepares the inner field for higher insight by refining the
oscillating mind and channelling kriya-$akti, the active power of consciousness.

As the dialogue progresses, Krsna’s teachings enter the domain of §aktopaya, wherein
the aspirant relies not on external discipline but on refined cognition, mantra, and
reflective awareness. Abhinavagupta’s gloss aligns this stage with his statement that—

“jianamnamaprakasasyasvatantryatmanovimarsah”'>—knowledge is the self-
reflection of the autonomous light. Here, the aspirant ceases to treat thought as an
instrument for analysing objects and begins to turn it inward toward the recognition of
consciousness itself. Doctrines such as the distinction between ksetra and ksetrajiia (Gita
13.1-3) exemplify saktopaya, as they guide the seeker to discriminate between the
mutable field and the immutable witness within.

The sambhavopaya corresponds to moments of intuitive, non-discursive insight.
Abhinavagupta interprets the Visvaripa-darsana (Gita Chapter 11) as such a $ambhavic
event, a sudden expansion of Arjuna’s awareness in which the unity of all phenomena is
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intuited directly rather than reasoned. This aligns with Abhinava’s description of higher
knowledge as a direct flash of recognition, grounded in the inner luminosity (prakdsa)
rather than conceptual analysis.

Finally, Abhinavagupta detects in the Gita a culmination in anupaya, the
“methodless method,” where recognition dawns effortlessly. He hints at this in
interpreting Arjuna’s final transformation (Gita 18.73), characterising it as—

“jdamjiianamanupaya-prakasam”'>—knowledge belonging to the effortless
method. Here the distinction between effort and attainment collapses, and the seeker
simply abides in the spontaneous self-awareness of Siva.

Through this upaya-based reading, Abhinavagupta presents the Gita not as a
sequence of discrete doctrines but as a progressive unfolding of consciousness—from
contraction, through disciplined engagement and refined awareness, into direct intuition
and effortless recognition. This tantric reframing reveals the pedagogical sophistication
underlying Abhinava’s interpretation and situates the Gita firmly within the experiential
framework of the SaivaAgamas.

7. Conclusion

Abhinavagupta’s tantric reinterpretation of knowledge in the Gitartha-sangraha
fundamentally reconfigures the Bhagavad Gita as a manual of non-dual recognition
(pratyabhijia) rather than a treatise on ethical duty or theistic devotion. His core
assertion—

“jianampratyabhijianameva”'*- knowledge is indeed recognition—encapsulates
his position that liberation is achieved not by negating ignorance but by realising one’s
pre-existent identity with Siva. Knowledge, therefore, is not representational or
conceptual; it is the Self’s self-illumination, a manifestation of the intrinsic unity of
prakasa (light) and vimarsa (self-awareness).

In Abhinavagupta’s reading, even karma and bhakti are ultimately modes of
knowledge. When he describes karmayoga as an expansion of knowledge’s active
aspect—“kriyﬁ-éaktirevajﬁﬁna-éaktel_lvistﬁral_l”ls—he underscores the insight that all
genuine action is an expression of Sakti’s dynamism. Similarly, his definition of bhakti as
“antarmukhatasvasaktipajanam”'®, inwardness consisting of the worship of one’s own
Sakti, dissolves the dualistic separation between devotee and deity. Devotion becomes a
movement of consciousness toward itself.

Crucial to this framework is Abhinava’s conception of spanda, the subtle vibration
of consciousness. When he characterises knowledge as “spanda-rﬁpa”17—vibrational in
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nature—he suggests that knowing is not a static state but a living, pulsating realisation in
which consciousness unfolds its own depths. This idea harmonises with his interpretation
of transformative moments in the Gita, such as the Visvaripa-darsana, where Arjuna
experiences an expansive recognition of the all-pervading nature of consciousness.

By mapping the Gita’s teachings onto the four upayas, Abhinavagupta shows that
the path to recognition can unfold at varying levels—through disciplined action, refined
cognition, direct intuitive insight, or effortless abidance. The culmination of the text, as
he presents it, is not Arjuna’s readiness for battle alone but his entry into a state of
clarified awareness in which the distinction between self and Siva dissolves.

Thus, Abhinavagupta’s Gitartha-sangraha stands as a tantric epistemology of
liberation. Knowledge is liberation because to know, in the highest sense, is to
recognise: “ahamsivah”—I am Siva.”
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Saikara, Ramanuja and Madhva: Vedantic
Interpretations of the Upanisadic Vision with Reference
to the Kathopanisad and the Agama Tradition

Dr. Krushna Chandra Panda

Abstract

The Vedantic tradition is deeply indebted to the interpretative contributions of three
towering acaryas—Sankara, Ramanuja and Madhva—each of whom established a
distinct philosophical system based on the Prasthanatrayi, while remaining grounded in
the wider scriptural framework of Smti, Smrti, and the Agamas. The Kathopanisad, one
of the most celebrated Upanisads, offers profound insights into the nature of the Self, the
path to liberation, and the relationship between the individual and the ultimate reality.
Sankara interprets these teachings through non-dual Advaita, Ramanuja through the
qualified non-dualism of Visistadvaita, and Madhva through the dualism of Dvaita. This
paper presents a systematic comparison of their interpretations, with particular attention
to the role of the Agama tradition, which underlies both Saiva and Vaisnava theological
developments. The study highlights how the same Upanisadic verses give rise to three
distinct philosophical visions, demonstrating the pluralistic strength of Vedanta.

Keywords: Vedanta, Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhva, Kathopanisad, Agama,

Advaita, Visistadvaita, Dvaita, Prasthanatrayt

Introduction

Indian philosophy possesses a unique continuity, marked by an unbroken tradition
of inquiry into the fundamental nature of reality, consciousness, and liberation. Among
the systems of thought, Vedanta stands supreme in its influence, drawing upon the
Upanisads, Bhagavadgita, and Brahmasutra—collectively known as the Prasthanatrayi.
Yet, Vedanta is not a monolithic entity; it is a rich pluralistic tradition represented by the
distinct schools of Advaita, Visistadvaita, and Dvaita, founded by Saﬁkara, Ramanuja,
and Madhva respectively.

The Kathopanisad, one of the principal Upanisads, presents the dialogue between
Naciketas and Yama, discussing the mystery of death, the nature of the Self, and the
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highest good (Sreyas). Its metaphysical and spiritual teachings become a foundational
ground on which the three acaryas construct divergent interpretations of Brahman, the
individual self (jiva), and the world (jagat).

Furthermore, the Agama tradition, encompassing the Saiva, Sakta and Vaisnava
Agamas, forms an essential scriptural foundation for both Ramanuja’s and Madhva’s
theological systems, and indirectly informs Sankara’s exegesis through the shared
cultural milieu of mantra, tantra, and ritual praxis.

The Vedanta tradition stands upon a rich foundation of diverse philosophical
lineages shaped by the profound insights of three towering dcaryas—Sankara, Ramanuja,
and Madhva. While all three ground their interpretations in the authority of the
Upanisads, Bhagavadgita, and Brahmasitras, their doctrinal conclusions vary
significantly, resulting in Advaita, ViSistadvaita, and Dvaita Vedanta respectively.
Furthermore, the Agama tradition—encompassing the Saiva, Sakta, and Vaisnava
Agamas—serves as an essential scriptural foundation for the theological and ritual
frameworks particularly of Ramanuja and Madhva, and indirectly informs Sankara’s
exegesis through a shared cultural milieu rooted in mantra, tantra, and ritual praxis. This
paper examines four interconnected thematic strands: (1) the philosophical positions of
the three acaryas, (2) their interpretations of the major teachings of the Kathopanisad, (3)
the role and relevance of the Agamas in shaping their thought, and (4) a comparative
analysis of their doctrinal conclusions.

1. Sankara’s Advaita Vedanta and the Kathopanisad

1.1. Philosophy of Advaita

Sankara (8th century CE), the principal exponent of Advaita Vedanta, articulates a
meticulous vision of absolute non-duality in which Brahman alone is ultimately real.
According to him, Brahman is nirguna—devoid of qualities, attributes, or internal
distinctions. The empirical world, including individual selves, emerges due to avidya
(ignorance), which veils the true nature of reality and creates the appearance of plurality.
The mahavakyas such as “tat tvam asi” (Chandogya Up. 6.8.7) and “aham brahmasmi”
(Brhadaranyaka Up. 1.4.10) become key hermeneutical tools through which Sankara
affirms the identity of the individual self with Brahman. Central to this epistemic
framework is the doctrine of adhyasa (superimposition), described as the mutual
misidentification of the Self with the non-Self. This misidentification sustains the cycle
of bondage and transmigration until the dawn of liberating knowledge (jiigna), which
reveals the Self as the unchanging consciousness underlying all experience.
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1.2. Sankara’s Interpretation of the Kathopanisad

Sankara approaches the Kathopanisad as a text that unequivocally proclaims the
non-dual nature of the Self. For him, the Upanisad systematically dismantles the
appearance of multiplicity and establishes the identity of atman and Brahman. Several
key verses serve as pillars of this Advaitic interpretation. The statement “na jayate
mriyate va kadacit” (Katha 2.18), which declares the unborn and immortal nature of the
Self, is read by Sankara as affirming the absolute and unconditioned reality of
Brahman—free from birth, death, and change. Similarly, in interpreting “anor aniyan
mahato mahiyan atmasya” (1.2.20), Sankara highlights the paradoxical formulation that
the Self is subtler than the subtlest and greater than the greatest, revealing both the
transcendence and immanence of Brahman. For the Advaitin, such passages point toward
aparoksa jiiana (direct intuitive knowledge) as the only means to realizing the identity of
the individual Self with the supreme reality. Thus, in Sankara’s view, the Kathopanisad
becomes a profound spiritual dialogue culminating in the affirmation that knowledge
alone liberates, while ritual action functions merely as a preliminary discipline.

1.3. Advaita and the Agama Tradition

Although Sankara’s philosophical system is firmly grounded in the authority of the
Vedas and Upanisads, he does not dismiss the value of Agamic traditions outright.
Instead, he integrates Agamic practices—including mantra recitation, meditation, paja,
and yogic disciplines—as provisional means for cultivating mental purity (citta-suddhi).
These practices help prepare the seeker for the ascent to higher knowledge but do not, in
Sankara’s view, constitute the direct cause of liberation. Elements of Saiva Agamas,
particularly in ritual and monastic organization, exerted notable influence on Advaita
institutions. Nevertheless, Sankara consistently subordinates them to the supremacy of
brahmajiiana, asserting that ultimate liberation arises solely from the intuitive realization
of non-dual Brahman. Thus, while Advaita acknowledges the functional role of the
Agamas, it situates them within a hierarchical framework that prioritizes metaphysical
knowledge as the highest spiritual attainment.

2. Ramanuja’s Visistadvaita Vedanta and the Kathopanisad

2.1. Life and Works

S Ramanuja (1017-1137 CE), one of the foremost exponents of Vaisnava
Vedanta, systematized the doctrine of Visistadvaita by grounding it deeply in the
Paficaratra and Vaikhanasa Agamas. His corpus includes major philosophical and
devotional works such as the Srz'bhc'zsya, Veddrthasangraha, Gitabhdsya, and the
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Gadyatraya, all of which emphasize a personal and accessible Supreme Brahman. In
Ramanuja’s interpretation, Brahman is identified with Narayana, who is qualified by cit
(sentient beings) and acit (insentient matter). His famous dictum—cit-acit-visisto
narayanah parabrahma—encapsulates this vision: Brahman is not an abstract,
attributeless reality but the supreme personal God endowed with consciousness and
matter as His modes or inseparable attributes.

2.2. Core Doctrines of Visistadvaita

The metaphysical foundation of Ramanuja’s Visistadvaita rests upon the
inseparable unity of Brahman, cit, and acit. Reality is composed of three eternally
existing elements: Brahman as the independent reality, and cit and acit as dependent but
real attributes of Brahman. Souls and matter are not illusory; they are ontologically real
and eternal, though always subordinate to God. Brahman is savisesa—endowed with
infinite auspicious qualities (kalyana-gunas) such as omniscience, omnipresence, and
compassion. The world is understood as a real transformation of Brahman (parinama-
vada), reflecting divine purpose rather than illusion or projection. Liberation (moksa) in
this system is achieved through a gradual spiritual ascent: karma purifies, jiiana
illuminates, and bhakti matures into complete surrender (prapatti), culminating in eternal
communion with Visnu.

2.3. Ramanuja’s Interpretation of the Kathopanisad

Although Ramanuja did not compose a direct commentary on the Kathopanisad,
his philosophical framework allows for a coherent reconstruction of how he would
interpret key passages. Concerning Naciketas’ third question, the statement “asti ity eke
ndayam asti iti caike” (Katha 1.1.20) is viewed not as expressing existential doubt but as a
pedagogical device used by Yama to lead the seeker toward a deeper conviction about the
immortality of the soul. For Ramanuja, the persistence of individuality after death is
undeniable, reinforcing his affirmation of the eternality of the jiva. The Upanisad’s
declaration—“sa kastha sa para gatih” (1.3.11)—is interpreted as expressing the
supremacy of the personal God, who alone is the highest and ultimate destination of all
beings. Similarly, the verse “angustha-matrah puruso’ntaratma” (2.3.17) is understood
as referring to the indwelling Lord, Visnu, whose presence within all beings aligns
perfectly with Paficaratra doctrines concerning divine immanence. Thus, the
Kathopanisad, in the Visistadvaita framework, becomes a text affirming personal theism,
divine grace, and the path of devoted surrender.
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2.4. Ramanuja and the Agamas

Ramanuja’s Vedanta is inseparably linked to the Vaisnava Agamas, particularly the
Paficaratra Samhitas, which he regarded as authoritative complements to the Vedic
tradition. These Agamas expound the fivefold manifestation of Narayana—para,
vyitha, vibhava, antaryamin, and arca—offering a theologically rich framework for
understanding divine presence. They also prescribe rituals, mantras, and temple worship,
thereby shaping the lived dimension of Visistadvaita spirituality. Ramanuja drew upon
Agamic theology to reinforce core doctrines such as visistaikya (unity-in-diversity),
where Brahman is one but expressed through real and dependent modes. Hence, the
Agamas are not peripheral texts but foundational pillars supporting his theological,
ritualistic, and philosophical vision.

3. Madhva’s Dvaita Vedanta and the Kathopanisad

3.1. Life and Contribution

Madhvacarya (13th century CE), revered as Anandatirtha, is the founder of the
Dvaita or dualistic tradition of Vedanta. His intellectual corpus is extensive and
systematic, comprising major works such as the Brahmasiitra-bhasya, the Anuvyakhyana,
the Gitabhasya, and the Mahabharata-tatparya-nirnaya. Through these texts, Madhva
presents a robust theological framework grounded in a realist metaphysics and an
unambiguous affirmation of the supremacy of Vispu. His commentarial approach is
marked by clarity, linguistic analysis, and strong polemics against Advaita, which he
considered philosophically untenable. Madhva’s contribution extends beyond
metaphysics into devotional theology, ethics, hermeneutics, and institutional
organization, shaping the identity of the Tattvavada school for centuries.

3.2. Fundamentals of Dvaita

At the heart of Madhva’s philosophy lies the doctrine of pafica-bheda, the five
eternal distinctions that structure all of reality. These include the distinctions between
Brahman and the individual soul (jiva), Brahman and the world (jagat), one soul and
another soul, soul and world, and between different entities within the world itself. This
comprehensive framework rejects any notion of ontological unity between the Absolute
and the created realm. For Madhva, Brahman is Visnu, the only independent reality
(svatantra-tattva), while all other beings and objects are eternally dependent (asvatantra).
Souls are not only distinct from God but also differ intrinsically from one another in
capacity and destiny. Madhva classifies souls into three categories: nitya-mukta (eternally
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liberated), mukta (those who attain liberation), and baddha (those bound in samsara). The
world is real, diverse, and purposeful, reflecting Visnu’s omnipotence and omniscience.

3.3. Madhva’s Interpretation of the Kathopanisad

Madhva reads the Kathopanisad through the lens of dualism and personalist theism,
emphasizing a permanent distinction between the Supreme Lord and the individual soul.
In interpreting the dialogue between Naciketas and Yama, Madhva asserts that the
uncertainties expressed—"“anye tv evahuh”—pertain not to the existence of the soul after
death but to the nature of liberation, specifically whether it entails identity with God or
eternal proximity. Madhva firmly rejects the Advaitic reading and upholds liberation as
the soul’s realization of its dependent nature in relation to Visnu. The verse “yah
sarvajiiah sarvavit” (Katha 2.2.7) is interpreted as referring solely to Visnu, the
omniscient and omnipresent Lord who alone possesses independent existence.
Furthermore, the Upanisadic description of the inner purusa—angustha-matrah
purusah—is identified by Madhva as Paramatman, the indwelling Supreme Lord, who
remains eternally distinct from the finite soul residing in the same heart-space. Such
interpretations reinforce Madhva’s doctrine that difference is real, eternal, and spiritually
significant.

3.4. Madhva and the Agamas

Madhva accords due authority to the Vaisnava Agamas, recognizing them as valid
complements to Vedic revelation. However, he places strong emphasis on suddha-bhakti—
pure devotion grounded in accurate metaphysical understanding. Ritualism, though
acceptable, is secondary to devotion informed by correct knowledge of difference (bheda-
jiiana). Madhva’s strong critique of Advaita is evident in his characterization of Sankara’s
philosophy as “pracanda-bauddha”, a radicalized form of Buddhist nihilism that undermines
the real existence of God and world. For Madhva, the Agamas support a theological vision
centered on Visnu’s supremacy, the reality of creation, and the eternal duality between the
divine and the human. Consequently, his Vedanta synthesizes scriptural authority, devotional
practice, and metaphysical realism into a coherent and theologically vibrant system.

4. Comparative Study of the Three Systems

A comparative study of Sankara, Ramanuja, and Madhva reveals the rich
philosophical plurality within the Vedanta tradition. Ontologically, Sankara’s Advaita
posits a nirguna, non-dual Brahman, where the jiva is ultimately identical with Brahman
and the world (jagat) is mithya, a dependent reality. Liberation occurs through the
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realization of this identity. In contrast, Ramanuja’s Visistadvaita affirms a saguna
Brahman, identified with Narayana, who is a unity qualified by cit (souls) and acit
(matter). The jiva is a prakara (mode) of Brahman, and the world is real, forming the
body of the Lord; liberation consists in loving union and service to Visnu attained
through karma, jfiana, and especially bhakti culminating in prapatti. Madhva’s Dvaita
develops a sharply dualistic ontology in which Brahman, Visnu, is eternally distinct from
souls and matter; the jiva is an independent entity only in a limited sense and remains
forever dependent on God. Liberation here is eternal, blissful service to Visnu, rooted in
pure bhakti supported by the correct understanding of ontological difference (bheda).
Their hermeneutics of the Kathopanisad reflect these positions: Sarnkara interprets the
text as teaching non-duality, Ramanuja as affirming a personal, sagacious Lord who is
the supreme goal, and Madhva as establishing eternal duality and devotion. In their
relationship to the Agamas, Sankara accepts Agamic rituals only as auxiliary practices for
mental purification, while Ramanuja accords the Vaisnava Agamas foundational
scriptural authority, integrating their theology and ritual systems into his Vedanta.
Madhva too upholds the Agamas, regarding them as supportive of his devotional
theology, though subordinate to the primacy of Vedic revelation. Together, these
interpretations demonstrate how a single Upanisadic text can generate three robust but
distinct metaphysical and theological systems.

Conclusion

The Kathopanisad serves as a rich philosophical tapestry that accommodates
diverse hermeneutical interpretations. Sankara, Ramanuja, and Madhva, through their
profound commentarial traditions, reveal the depth and plurality of the Vedantic vision.
Sankara presents the Upanisadic message as an uncompromising non-duality wherein
Brahman alone is real. Ramanuja interprets the same text through the lens of divine
personalism rooted in the Agamas, affirming both unity and diversity. Madhva
strengthens the devotional and dualistic elements, emphasizing the eternal distinction
between God and sentient beings.

The Agama tradition, often underemphasized in Vedantic studies, emerges as a key
scriptural foundation for both Ramanuja and Madhva, while remaining an auxiliary
support for Sankara. The coexistence of these systems illustrates the unique pluralism of
Indian philosophy, where multiple pathways coexist toward a shared goal: realization of
the Ultimate Truth.
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Contribution of Sri Aurobindo in the field of
Indology: A Critical Study

Dibyajyoti Hazra & Dr. Subhrajit Sen

Sri Aurobindo, Indian Yogi, Maharishi, and Indian nationalist was born on 15
August 1872 in a wealthy family of Calcutta (Calcutta). His father Krishnaghan Ghosh
was a famous doctor of Calcutta and a follower of Western culture. His employees also
spoke English. But they were very kind by nature. Sri Aurobindo was born and brought
up in such a family. He also edited the newspaper Bande Mataram.

At the age of seven, he was taken to England for education. There he studied at St.
Paul's School, London, and at King's College, Cambridge. Returning to India in 1893, he
worked for the next thirteen years in the Princely State of Baroda in the service of the
Maharaja and as a professor in Baroda College. During this period, he also joined a
revolutionary society and took a leading role in secret preparations for an uprising against
the British Government in India.

He became increasingly involved in the nationalist politics of the Indian National
Congress and the nascent revolutionary movement in Bengal with the Anushilan Samiti.
After a number of bombings linked to his organization, he was arrested in a public trial
where he was charged with sedition for the Alipore Conspiracy and then released. He
then moved to Pondicherry and developed a spiritual practice he called Integral Yoga. He
wrote The Life Divine, which deals with the philosophical aspect of Integral Yoga and
Synthesis of Yoga, which deals with the principles and methods of Integral Yoga.

After his return from England, Aurobindo Ghosh not only studied the divine
Sanskrit language while working as a teacher at the Vatodara Kalashala in the presence
of the Maharaja in Vatodara, but soon became completely immersed in the shastras. He
initially taught Sanskrit, sometimes directly through Sanskrit and English, and enhanced
his familiarity with the language and its capacity by repeatedly reading the context of the
Nalopakhyana of Mahabharata. It soon combined the boundless Sanskrit Ocean of the
Vedas, Upanisads, Puranas, History and the works of Kalidasa, Bhavabhiiti and others
with the essence of Indian culture underlying it. Aurobindo's Sanskrit connoisseurship
and references to it are often seen in his compositions. For example, in his book The Life
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Divine, every chapter mentions Vedic mantras, Upanishadic words and spiritual Sanskrit
verses and then writes an article based on them. In many cases, critical references to
poets like Kalidasa are more praiseworthy. Out of pride that the copy of Aurobindo's
well-known collection of works should almost indicate his Sanskrit knowledge, only a
brief account of his Sanskrit relationship is presented here.

Philosophical thoughts of Sri Aurobindo:

Sri Aurobindo was an ardent devotee of the Gita. He presented a scientific analysis
of the Karmayoga and Dhyanayoga of the Gita. According to him, yoga is a blend of
human and divine energy. In other words, yoga is the medium through which man
experiences divine energy. Sri Aurobindo did not teach people to experience the
innermost essence of the soul and assimilate it into Brahman, but he wanted to lead the
entire human race from ignorance, darkness and death to knowledge, light and
immortality. Therefore, his ideology is called Sarvanga Yoga Darshan. An understanding
of metaphysics, epistemology, logic, axiology and ethics is essential in his Sarvanga
Yoga Darshan.

Aravind's philosophy of life is a combination of idealism, realism, naturalism and
realism. According to him, knowledge (J7iana), devotion (Bhakti) and action (Karmaniti)
can lead man to the divine path. But synthesis of spirituality, creativeness and
intellectuality is essential for a sound personality. Spirituality is the master key of the
Indian mind. He also believed in India's creativity and its strong intellect.It is the balance
between the multi-colored shades of life that makes life holistic. In the Gita, he had deep
faith that there should be a proper balance between knowledge, devotion and action. God
(Purusottama) can be achieved through selfless action, infinite meditation, devotion and
a sense of unity of all things in God. Hence Aurobindo was a strong advocate of the basic
unity of truth through the synthesis of various approaches of Indian thought. Such a
holistic approach can solve various problems of human life.

Sri Aurobindo's concept of the Integral Yoga system is described in his books, The
Synthesis of Yoga and The Life Divine'. The Life Divine is a compilation of essays
published serially in Arya.Sri Aurobindo argues that the divine Brahman reveals itself as
an empirical reality through /7ldor divine play. Rather than claiming that the world we
experience is an illusion (mdya), Aurobindo argues that the world can evolve and become
a new world with new species, above and beyond the human species, just as the human
species evolved after the animal species. Therefore, he argues that the ultimate goal of
spiritual practice is not only liberation from the world in samadhi, but also the descent of
the divine into the world so that it may be transformed into a divine being. Thus, this
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constituted the purpose of Integral Yogaz. Regarding the emergence of consciousness into
matter, he writes that: ‘This descent, this sacrifice of the Purusa, the Divine Soul
submitting itself to Force and Matter so that it may inform and illuminate them is the seed
of redemption of this world of in-conscience and Ignorance.’3

Sri Aurobindo believed that Darwinism only describes a phenomenon of evolution
of matter into life but does not explain the reason behind it, while he finds life already
present in matter, as all existence is a manifestation of Brahman. He argues that nature
(which he considered divine) has evolved life from matter and mind from life. He argues
that all existence is striving to manifest itself at the level of the super-mind - i.e.
evolution had a purpose. He said that he found the task of understanding the nature of
reality difficult and hard to justify by immediate concrete results.

At the center of Sri Aurobindo's spiritual system is the Supreme Being, a mediating
power between the unmanifested Brahman and the manifested world*. Sri Aurobindo
claims that the super-mindis not entirely alien to us and can be experienced within us as it
is always present in the mind since mind is actually identical with the former and holds it
within itself as a potentiality. Sri Aurobindo does not portray the super-mind as his
fundamental quest, but he believes that it can be found in the Vedas and that the Vedic
deities represent the power of the super—minds. In The Integral Yoga, he declares that ‘By
the super-mind is meant the full Truth-Consciousness of the Divine Nature in which there
can be no place for the principle of division and ignorance; it is always a full light and
knowledge superior to all mental substance or mental movement.® The super-mind is a
bridge between the bliss of Saccidananda and the lower manifestations, and only through
the super-mind can mind, life and body become one. One may be transformed spiritually,
but not in consciousness. The descent of a supernatural lineage means the creation of a
supernatural race.

Although Sri Aurobindo was familiar with the most important currents of Western
philosophy, he did not acknowledge their influence on his writings7. He wrote that his
philosophy ‘was formed first by the study of the Upanisads and the Gita ... They were
the basis of my first practice of Yoga’. With the help of his readings, he tried to move on
to actual experience, ‘and it was on this experience that later on I founded my
philosophy, not on ideas themselves’.

He assumes that the seers of the Upanisads had basically the same approach and
gives some details of his vision of the past in a long passage in The Renaissance of India.
‘The Upanishads have been the acknowledged source of numerous profound philosophies
and religions’, he writes. Even Buddhism with all its developments was merely a
‘restoration’ with a new approach and new words.And, furthermore, the ideas of the
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Upanisads ‘can be rediscovered in much of the thought of Pythagoras and Plato and form
the profound part of Neo-platonism and Gnosticism ...".

Sri Aurobindo's interest in the Indian tradition is also evident from his choice of a
large number of quotationsfrom the Rgveda, the Upanisads and the Gita at the beginning
of the chapters in The Life Divine, showing the connection of his own thought
to Veda and Vedanta. The ISopanisad is considered one of Sri Aurobindo's most
important and more accessible writingss. Before the publication of his final translation
and analysis, he wrote ten unfinished commentaries. In a key passage, he explains that
Brahman, or the Supreme Creator, is both immovable and immovable.

We must see it in eternal and immutable Spirit and in all the changing
manifestations of universe and relativity. Sri Aurobindo's biographer K.R.S. Iyengar
quotes R.S. Mugali as stating that Sri Aurobindo might have obtained in this Upanishad
the thought-seed which later grew into The Life Diviné’.

R. Puligandla supports this viewpoint in his book Fundamentals of Indian
Philosophy. He describes Sri Aurobindo's philosophy as ‘an original synthesis of the
Indian and Western traditions.” “He integrates in a unique fashion the great social,
political and scientific achievements of the modern West with the ancient and profound
spiritual insights of Hinduism. The vision that powers the life divine of Aurobindo is

none other than the Upanishadic vision of the unity of all existence”.'

Puligandla also discusses Sri Aurobindo's critical attitude towards Sankarachrya
and his theory that his (Sankarachrya) Vedanta is anti-universal because it teaches that
the world is false and illusory. From Puligandla's point of view, this is a
misrepresentation of Sankardchrya's views, which may have been caused by Sri
Aurobindo's attempt to reconcile Hindu and Western ideologies by comparing Sarnkara's

Mayavadato George Berkeley's individualistic idealism"".

According to the Vedic philosophy of Aurobindo, the counter-deity and counter-
essence symbolize the various levels and elements of consciousness from a spiritual point
of view. For example, Vayu becomes Master of Energies, Sarasvati becomes Truth-
audition, Iela becomes Truth-vision and so on. Thus Sri Aurobindo, with his yogic
experience and keen intellectual instinct, revealed the well-hidden and well-concealed
yogic meanings unnoticed in the Vedas in major works like The Secret of the Vedas,
Hymns to the Mystic Fire.

Aurobindo's knowledge of the Vedas was not imagined by his brain but was gained
through direct experience. Aurobindo acknowledged Krishna as the inspirer of his Vedic
discourses and the giver of Vedic knowledge, through which he revealed something new
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to reveal the mysteries of the Vedas from a new perspective. He said, ‘Sri Krishna has
shown me the true meaning of the Vedas, not only so but he has shown me a new Science
of Philology showing the process and origins of human speech so that a new Nirukta can
be formed and the new interpretation of the Veda based upon it.’ 12

According to him, ‘The Upanishads are epic hymns of self-knowledge and world-
knowledge and god-knowledge’. In his view, the knowledge of the Upanishads is not some
intellectual assumption but directly attainable knowledge where the distinction between the
knower and the known knowledge is destroyed. One of Aurobindo's descriptive sentences
of the Upanishads summarizes the importance of the Upanishads in his opinion:

‘Upanishads are at once profound religious scriptures, for they are a record of the
deepest spiritual experiences,documents of revelatory and intuitive philosophy of an
inexhaustible light, power, and largeness...spiritual poems of an absolute an unfailing

inspiration inevitable in phrase, wonderful in rhythm and expression’".

Therefore, the Upanisads are not characteristic of the Vedic instinct but are the
endless and unbroken remaining parts of the Vedas which directly discover the Vedic
mysteries and philosophically reveal the knowledge of the Vedas, which has been
removed from the veil of symbols. Thus, by the process of unveiling the mysteries of the
Vedas, Aurobindo also translated and explained the Upanisads. In his study of the
Upanisads, Aurobindo studied the Upanisads of ISa, Kena, Katha, Prasna, Mundaka,
Mandukya, Taittiriya,Aitareya, Chandogya, Brhadaranyaka, Svetasvatara, Kaivalya and
Nilrudra. There, he made a complete translation with explanation of the ISa, Kena, Katha,
Prasna, Mundaka, Mandukya Upanisads and translated a part of the other Upanisads.
Thus,Aurobindo clearly reveals the essence of the Upanisads consisting of Brahma-Vidya
and asserts the distinctiveness and peculiarity of the Upanisads in his research™.

In the field of philosophy, he wrote Essays on the Geeta and a famous work based
on the teachings of the Gita called Gita Bhumika in Bengali. In two essays, The Notes on
the Mahabharata and The Problem of the Mahabharata, he critically discussed the
origin, author, date of composition, verse style and number of verses of the Mahabharata
in the form of a thesis.

Introduction to Sanskrit Literature: Aurobindo's Approach:

Aurobindo extensively describes, appreciates and discusses the literary era and
the poets of that period in his books entitled The Foundations of Indian Culture and The
Future Poetry. There is a lot of discussion of Kalidasa, Bhatrhari, Magha and Bharavi in
particular. There are also references to the subjects of Bhasa, Stidraka, Jayadeva,
Somadeva, Banabhatta, Visr_luSarmé, Visakhadatta and Pandit Narayana. Instead,
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Aurobindo has described in detail the greatness of Kalidasa, and Bhatrhari, and a
discussion of almost all their main works.

Inspired by Sanskrit literature, Aurobindo translated Vikramorvarsiyam under the
title The Hero and the Nymph. Three translations of the first canto of Kumarasambhava
were composed by him and the first thirteen verses of the fifth verse with anadvanced
explanation named Skeleton notes on the Kumarasambhavam: Canto 5, were translated.
He praised Meghadiitam as‘The most marvelously perfect descriptive elegiac poem in the
world's literature’. He was once translated this poetry entirety. But that translation is lost
in time. Eventually Aurobindo was offered to write a detailed seventeen-chapter research
paper on Kalidasa's works.Bhatrhari's NitiSatakam was translated into English by
Aurobindo as The Century of Life. Apart from literature, it is known from his writings
that Aurobindo read Dharmasastra, Arthasastra, Samkhyakarika, Vedantasara, Sankara's
works and Laksnana texts. So, all the above clearly indicate his excellent erudition in
Sanskrit and his deep knowledge of Sanskrit literature.

Contribution of Sri Aurobindo to Creative Sanskrit Literature:

Although Aurobindo is a Sanskrit lover and Sanskrit scholar, his Sanskrit works
are very few compared to English and Bengali works. But even in them, the variety of
articles in prose, verse, commentaries and verses proves Aurobindo's ability in Sanskrit.
Similarly, they attest to the developmental parallel of his freedom struggle life involved
in Vatodara and the compound life part involved in his arrival in Puducherry. Moreover,
they soon make clear the progress of his Sanskrit learning and his acquisition of
knowledge of Indian culture. Almost all of these are incomplete and unrevised. It can
therefore also be inferred that many of them were not written for publication purposes but
were often spontaneously composed by him personally at the time to express his thoughts
in his file. Further, these works of Aurobindo are described in detail as far as possible
following the chronology of their composition as inferred by the publishers of the texts.

Sri Aurobindo's Sanskrit works are much less elaborate than his Bengali works, but
they also include verse and prose on a wide variety of subjects. These works show in a
brief scope the development of Sri Aurobindo, from the period when he was absorbing
the cultural heritage of India after his return from England, to his days as a nationalist
leader to his rise as a yogi, scholar and thinker who contributed to the recovery of the
ancient knowledge of the Vedas and the Upanisads. These works were not published in
his lifetime, but were discovered in his manuscripts after his death. Many of these works
are being published here for the first time.Aurobindo wrote several original classical &
Sastric texts and poems in Sanskrit. The texts are Prana idam sarvam, Bhavani Bharati,
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Tantrikasiddhiprakaranam, — Saptacatustayam,  Sriaravindopanisat, — Sa  Sarva,
Kaivalyopanisad-vyakhya etc. All these works are found in the ninth volume of Writings
in Bengali and Sanskritin the Complete Works of Sri Aurobindo published by Aurobindo
Ashram.

(1) Pran aidam sarvam

This prose collection of Sri Aurobindo, untitled in the manuscript, was apparently
composed as part of a philosophical dialogue in which only one discourse was written.
The object of this prose is defined as a philosophical dialogue, reminding the reader of
the elements found in the Yogavasistha, as well as suggesting the views of Western

philosophers. It is found in the same notebook as the preceding verses and is clearly of
the same period (1900-1903).

(2) Bhavant Bharatt

Sri Aurobindo wrote this Sanskrit poem sometime between 1904 and 1908,
possibly at the same time as he wrote the English text of the pamphlet ‘Bhawani Mandir’
published in 1905; the notebook in which it was written was confiscated by the Calcutta
police in May 1908 and never seen again. It was first published with an English
translation in December 1985 in Sri Aurobindo: Archives and Research under the title
Bhavani Bharati. The references in the poem to Bhavant (verses 22,70, 78,
84), Bharatt (verse 73), Bharatamataram (verse 30) and Mata Bharatanam (verses 12, 33)
suggest the title.

Among the few Sanskrit works of Aurobindo Ghosh, Bhavani Bharati is the largest
and most literary work. It is believed that this ninety-nine-verse composition in the
Upajativrrtta was composed by Aurobindo sometime between 1904 and 1908 during the
country's struggle for independence. Because in this poem, by allegorically describing the
British rule as a demon and by painting in words the war prowess and victory of Mother
India, he inspires Indians to fight the movement of the time, he also reveals his poetry in
Sanskrit. Bhavani Bharati 1s a prayer, which reverberates beneath this soil, forever
invoking the Shakti, the Mother of the nation, the nation itself.

This work was also stolen among the various works such as articles, papers, poems
and others stolen by the guards when Aurobindo entered the prison in. Then, thirty-five
years after his death, the work was recovered in a handwritten booklet dated 1904 by the
Aurobindo Ashram from the treasury of Aurobindo manuscripts stolen during his
imprisonment in Alipore.

Thus, this part of his article summarizes the main element of the poem: “When,
therefore, you ask who is Bhavani the mother, she herself answers you, I am the Infinite
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Energy which streams forth from the Eternal in the world and Eternal in yourselves. I am
the mother of the Universe, the mother of the Worlds, and for you who are children of the
Sacred land, Aryabhiimi, made of her clay and reared by her sun and winds, I am
Bhavanit Bharati, Mother of India.”'®

The poem begins with the pitiful state of the children of Bharat, who are indulged
in pleasures —

Sukhe nimagnah sayane yadasam madhosSca rathyasu manascacara/

sa cintayamdsa kulani kavyam daramsca bhogamsca sukham dhanani// (1)
kantaisca srngarayutaisca hrsto ganaih sa chandola litam babandha/
jagau ca kantavadanam sahdasyam piijye ca matuscarane garis_them// 2)

Just as we find the description of the suffering mother in this poem", we also see
the appeal to one's own child expressed in various verses'®. Sri Aurobindo pays homage
to Bhavant Bharati in 73" verse of the poem —

Tubhyam namo devi visalasaktyai bhimavra tetarin ikastasadhye/
tvam bharati rajasi bharatanam tvamisvari bhasi caracarasyall

(3) Tantrikasiddhiprakaranam

The Téantrikasiddhiprakaranam is an unfinished work of Aurobindo based on the
principles of Tantra which was composed in the Sitra tradition. The worship of the
Supreme Power and the processes of distinguishing it are the main subjects in this work.
This work seems to have been written by Aravinda about two years after his arrival in
Puducherry. Composed of formulas and short sentences, this work suggests the magical
power of the Supreme Power in words.Kalt enters the body of one who is sitting still and
comfortably, abandoning his thoughts of righteousness, unrighteousness, sin, religion,
good, joy and happiness.But we find a verse describing how Kali enters the body—

Yogakriyapravartanena va/
sa pravistahankaramapanudati/
tamasam nikrstamahankaramapanudati/
rajasam tadanantaramahankaramapanudati/

parastadrajasatamasamiti miSramapanudati/
19
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(4) Saptacatustayam

This is another spiritual composition of Aurobindo in which the saptacatustaya
elements of the relationships of the means of yoga, namely the four peace
(Santicatustayam), the four powers (Sakticatustayam) etc., and the twenty-eight
(astavimsatih) emotions, have been enlightened by the Sitra tradition. The very brief
statement of some of the emotions in this quatrain indicates the incompleteness or lack of
perception of Aurobindo in his writing. This composition is also found in the same
saficika as the Tantrikasiddhiprakarana.

(5) Ekamevadvitiyam (Aravindopanisad)

This work is a philosophical work of Aurobindo in which he presents his philosophy
in the style of the Upanisads. Therefore, here he established the truth of Brahman and the
universe. Untitled in the manuscript, it was first published with an English translation in Sri
Aurobindo: Archives and Research in December 1978 under the title Ekamevddvitiyam
Brahma®®, with the subtitle Sriaravindopajiia Upanisad. As the editorial subtitle suggests,
it maybe considered a new Upanisad with Sri Aurobindo as its Rishi—upajiia indicating a
text received by individual inspiration, not handed down by tradition.

This anonymous work was published in 1987 by the publishers of the Aurobindo
Ashram with the preface inspired by the Chandogyopanisad. This work was found in the
saficika used in 1912-1913 for the study of the Vedic Upanisads. That Aurobindo Darsan
seems to be the word of the Scriptures perceived from the spiritual vision.Theshastric
book begins with the following verses:

...... ekamevadvittyam brahma sadasadripam sadasadatitam nanyatkificidasti
trikaladhrtam trikalatitam va sarvantu khalu brahmaiva yatkiiica jagatyamanu va
mahadvodaram vanudaram vabrahmaiva tad brahmaiva jagadapi brahma satyam na

mithya 2

(6) Sa Sarva

This short, untitled and unfinished paragraph (ending in the manuscript with a
cancelled word and no punctuation) is found in the first volume of the notebook used by
Sri Aurobindo in or around 1927. This text was also used to compose the final chapter of
the famous book The Mother. Although this text deals with the Brahman Tattva, it seems
that in the last two sentences it indicates the Sakti Tattva, that is, Sa sarva sa sarvamayt
(She is all, she is omnipresent). Therefore, even this small and incomplete work is
recognized by its publishers as Sa Sarva (Everything)zz.The first two words of the
penultimate sentence have been used as the title.
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(7) Mantras & Verses

YogiAurobindo himself is the seer of the four mantras. The first three original
mantras were seen on 1927. Thus, the fourth mantra was seen in Gayatri meter on 1933.
These mantras are also revealed in his own handwriting in Devanagari script in the book
Letters on Himself and the Ashram.

Anandamayi caitanyamayi satyamayi parame
tat sat jyotiraravinda
satyam jiianam jyotiraravinda...

They are reproduced with facsimiles of the manuscripts on pages 829-31 of Letters
on Himself and the Ashram, volume 35 of The Complete Works of Sri Aurobindo only the
Sanskrit texts in Devanagari are duplicated here.

The Gayatri Mantra composed by Aurobindo is: Tatsaviturvaram riipam jyotih
parasya dhimahi yannah satyena dipayet.

Aurobindo's original creative talent is evident from the few Sanskrit verses he
wrote at different times and in different contexts. Aurobindo's complete works include a
total of four verses. The first of these is quoted here -

Na vaco me sarthdaitimanujasamakhya hi saphala
na vrttairbuddhyarnara iti upapadyeta pasusu/
pralapo yasyartho na hi phalati visistam pasusu kim
krtairyo devatvam vrajati nrsu sa siddho nrcaritaih//

Aurobindo was adept at using new Chanda or Brtta (rthythm) in languages such as
English, Greek, etc. Therefore, he composed the aforementioned verse in Sanskrit in a
new Chanda as well.

(8) Kaivalyopanisad-vyakhya:

This Sanskrit commentary on the first verse of the Kaivalyopanisad was written
around 1912. In the manuscript, it is followed by an English translation and commentary
under the title Kaivalyopanisad. The English translation with commentary is published in
Kena and Other Upanisads, Volume 18, The Complete Works of Sri Aurobindo (pp. 288-
89); it was previously published in Volume 12, The Upanisads, in the Sri Aurobindo
Birth Centenary Library. The Sanskrit commentary is published here for the first time. In
both cases the original Sanskrit text of the Upanisad, which is not quoted in the
manuscript, has been supplied by the editors.
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(9) Rgvedah.

(1) Sri Aurobindo’s commentary on the first verse of Rgveda VII.1 is reproduced
here as in the manuscript, including an English translation and notes on selected words
followed by a commentary in Sanskrit. Only the translation and notes are reproduced
in Hymns to the Mystic Fire™, omitting the Sanskrit commentary. This commentary was
written probably around 1920.

(2) Sri Aurobindo wrote out the first verse of Rgveda X.124 (with accents)
followed by a commentary in Sanskrit in a notebook he used in 1916 for various writings
mainly in English and Bengali.

This great yogi did not spend his life in austerities and spiritual practices, but gave
birth to a new trend in the discussion of philosophy. Sanskrit and Indian culture were his
soul mates. He integrated the Vedas, Upanishad literature and classical Sanskrit literature
with his philosophy of life. Such great people are born one or two in every era. Mother
India is proud to have given birth to this Maharishi.
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